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Where is it? I just had it? I can’t find it and I need it!  

 

I had looked everywhere, on every flat surface under every piece of furniture.  

Finally, after what seemed like hours of frantic searching, I found it …in my coat pocket.  

While clutching my precious…. flip phone without thinking, I said out loud:  

 

“Wouldn’t you know it; it had to be in the last place I looked!”  

 

Then I heard a familiar voice, a young voice, happy to point out the obvious: 

 

“Of course it’s in the last place you looked, Dad.  

If you found what you were looking for, why would you keep looking?!”    

 

We spend a great deal of our lives looking for something. We spend time and effort 

looking for important things: a good job, for someone to love, a place to belong.  

Occasionally it’s little things like a phone, or keys, or our homework.  

 

And sometimes we look for answers to difficult questions about life and death.  

In the Gospel today John the Baptist is looking for answers.  

 

John is in prison, he’s about to die and he’s asking questions like:  

 

+ Did all my hard work and sacrifice pay off?  

+ Do I get to witness the things the Lord had me proclaim?   

+ So where’s the fire, the wrath, the burning chaff?   

+ Is Jesus really the one, or do we look for another? 
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The questions that any of us ask are driven by our expectations. 

Expectations are especially difficult for us because our entire culture is built on the 

assumption that if something doesn’t meet our expectations, we simply look for another. 

 

+ If a Christmas gift isn’t quite what we expected, we can return it and look for another. 

+ If the wait is too long at one restaurant, we look for another 

+ If the job doesn’t pay enough or has become boring, we look for another 

+ If the people in government don’t solve all the problems we want solved,  

   in two years, four years, six years…we can always look for others 

 

There’s nothing necessarily wrong with that. The problem is when this kind of thinking 

becomes a habit and a way of life. When the assumption becomes: 

 

+ If my marriage is not what I expected and my spouse doesn’t measure up, 

   I can always look for another. 

 

+ If my parish or the Church doesn’t emphasize the doctrines and practices  

   I think are important…I’ll look for another 

 

+ If Jesus doesn’t answer my prayers and make me feel good about things, 

   I’ll look for another way to make things happen or make myself feel better.  

 

Isn’t that what the kingdom of heaven is supposed to be,  

a place where only good things happen and no one ever feels bad?  

 

I don’t recall Jesus ever saying anything like that. 
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In the Gospels, Jesus never describes the kingdom of God as if it were the Land of Oz 

Jesus describes the kingdom of God in terms of action and relationship.  

He doesn’t remove it from everyday life; in fact he goes out of his way to describe the 

kingdom in terms of our present everyday real life. 

 

We’re better off thinking of the kingdom of heaven as a verb in the present tense, 

rather than some perfect place in the future. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is happening, and it’s happening now. 

 

+ It is not so much a place without sickness as it is sickness being healed.  

+ It’s not a place without sorrow or pain; it’s suffering becoming compassion.  

+ It’s not a place where nobody can get hurt; it is injury being healed and forgiven 

+ It is death giving way to life.  

The Good News is that the subject, the one making it all happen, is Jesus.  

 

Jesus is happening. Jesus is healing.  

Jesus is compassion and forgiveness.  

Jesus is life. Jesus is love.   

 

And the really Good News to rejoice over, is that Jesus expects us to we do it with him. 

Happy are those who are not offended by this.  

 

Are you good with that?  You’re not offended? Are you sure? 

Well maybe I wasn’t clear- Brothers and Sisters we are a Full Gospel Church! 
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What we are doing with Jesus, what Jesus is doing with us,  

is everything we find in the Gospel! 

It is not only everything Jesus taught, it’s everything he did.  

 

In the Gospel we find Jesus feeding the hungry, healing the sick, touching the 

untouchable, forgiving the unforgivable, rejoicing and submitting  

to every kind of suffering even to the point of death. 

 

As a Christian community Jesus expects us to join him in teaching and feeding, healing 

and touching, forgiving and rejoicing and submitting. 

 

Jesus calls us to suffer and die with him and with the whole world,  

beginning with those closest to us. 

 

For a society that resents being inconvenienced by a slow wi-fi connection,  

the demands of the Gospel are down right offensive. 

 

Are you sure we wouldn’t prefer the Gospel to be a little more comfortable? 

 

Maybe we need to question the expectations that we bring to church: 

 

+ Do we expect to hear sound teaching and not change the way we think? 

+ Do we expect to be healed but without having to change our habits? 

+ Do we expect to feel connected and belong without becoming vulnerable? 

+ Do we expect to experience Joy without having to suffer? 

+ Do we expect to live forever without having to die, without coming together to take up 

our crosses and follow Jesus all the way to death? 
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So how about this morning? What did you come out to St. Mary’s to see?  

A beautiful building furnished with nothing but the best?  

 

Then what did you come to see?  

Lovely vestments… worn by handsome men? J 

Believe it or not, you can find that in many other places. 

 

So then why did you come?  

To hear one of Fr. Mike’s inspiring homilies? 

 

“Amen, I say to you, among those preaching in the Diocese of Richmond, there are 

none greater than Fr. Michael Renninger!” 

 

Yet… just one of you, whose only expectation is to encounter the Risen Lord Jesus,  

will accomplish with Him far greater things than any homily could ever do. 

 

Imagine two of you living day-to-day with that one expectation, 

to see Jesus in everyone and everything. 
 

And what if everyone here were only looking for Jesus, expecting to become more like 

Him and to do what He does. Jesus is here waiting for us right now! 

 

He is eager to make us more like Him because there is plenty of feeding and teaching 

and healing and touching and forgiving and rejoicing to do, right here, right now.  

 

The One we are looking for is looking for us.  And wouldn’t you know it,  

He’s in the First and the Last  place we look. 
 
 

Copyright 2016 by Rev. Mr. Joseph Morlino     All rights reserved 


