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“Does anyone want a cookie?” 
 
Whenever I visited Mrs. Brown’s house, I knew that she would be baking something. She always 
had something in the oven.  
 
So on that snowy Saturday when I was in 3rd or 4th grade, when I walked into Mrs. Brown’s 
house, my nose was immediately filled with that incomparable aroma of warm, gooey chocolate 
chip cookies baking in the over. 
 
Yum. 
 
Several children from the neighborhood had gathered at the Brown’s house to play. And finally, 
Mrs. Brown said the magic words – “does anyone want a cookie?” 
 
Seven of us ran from the living room. The first girl to get there was a neighbor named Ida. 
Frankly, I did not like Ida all that much. She was pushy and opinionated (like me?).  
 
She stood right in front of Mrs. Brown, who had a cookie sheet in her hand. To my horror I 
noticed that there was only one cookie on the tray! Ida picked it up, and took a bite. 
 
I was livid. I said to myself, “What does she get the only cookie? Why was she first? Why is she 
the lucky one?” 
 
I headed back toward the living room. Then Mrs. Brown said, “Wait. I have more.” 
 
I turned around, and saw that Mrs. Brown had another tray  full of cookies! My face turned red 
with embarrassment. But I got over that as soon as I bit into the warm, chocolatey goodness. 
 
I shake my head as I think back on it now. I couldn’t understand why Ida got to receive the first 
taste. I was worried that since she was first, there wouldn’t be any for anyone else! 
 
And, frankly, I must confess that, for a long time, today’s feast day aroused similar confusions in 
me. 
 
Today, we interrupt Advent in order to celebrate a special holy day which is focused on what 



God does for Mary when she is conceived in her mother’s womb.  
 
The church did not help with some of my youthful confusion. After all, today we are focused on 
the conception of Mary, when she was conceived in her mother’s womb. But the Gospel reading 
is about the conception of Jesus, in Mary’s womb.  
 
I’ve actually heard priests preach whole homilies which incorrectly told the congregation that the 
Immaculate Conception was all about the conception of Jesus! 
 
But my confusion went much deeper. Our faith tells us that, when Mary was conceived in her 
mother’s womb, God kept her free from the effects of original sin. 
 
God did that, our faith tells us, in order to prepare Mary for the important role she would play in 
salvation history. She was to become a worthy mother for the Son of God. So God gave her this 
amazing gift – at her conception, she is protected from the effects of sin. 
 
When I was younger, my reaction to this doctrine was quite simple. I said to myself, “that’s nice. 
It’s nice for Mary. But what does this mean for my life?” And frankly I said to myself, “If God 
could do that for Mary, why didn’t God do that for everyone else?” 
 
It wasn’t until much later that I came to see the great wisdom of this feast. Our Catholic tradition 
says that Mary was the first disciple of Jesus. She is the model of what it means to follow Christ 
and believe in him. 
 
She is out front, showing us the way, encouraging us, pointing us in the right direction. 
 
She is the first disciple. 
 
This is the key – she is the first. But what happens to Mary, happens to us too. What is offered to 
Mary is offered to us too. The gifts that Mary receives are given to us too. She receives the gift 
first – we receive the same gift in God’s good time. 
 
Remember – tonight we are celebrating the fact that Mary received the gift of God’s mercy at the 
moment of her conception. God removed from her the effects of original sin. She received the 
gift first. 
 
You and I receive the same gift. Not at our conception – but on the day that we are baptized! On 
the day we are baptized, God gives us the same gift of his grace. When we are plunged into the 
waters of the font, God washes away the effects of that sin which is as old as Adam, and God 
promises that his constant response to each and every one of our sins will always be the same.  



God’s response will be mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Mary needed the gift of God’s grace in order to carry out her role in God’s plan. She gets that 
gift first. You and I have a role to play in God’s plan for the world. God knows what task and 
vocation he has planned for you. And he has already given you whatever gifts you need in order 
to succeed in that task. 
 
God never sets you up for failure. If God asks you to do something, he has already given you 
every gift you need in order to fulfill it. 
 
Mary was the first disciple. She received a gift when Gabriel appeared to her. She received the 
gift of hearing the Good News that Jesus is with us. She received the gift first. 
 
You and I have received that same gift – maybe not from an angel, but from our parents, our 
families, our teachers, our churches, our priests and nuns. 
 
Mary was the first to hold Jesus in her hands. She received that gift first. We get to hold Jesus in 
our hands, every time we come forward for holy communion, every time we touch one another. 
 
Mary was the first to hear the voice of Jesus. She received the gift first. We get to hear the voice 
of Jesus, in his word, in our prayer, in our listening to each other, and especially when we listen 
to the poor and the powerless. 
 
Mary saw Jesus suffer. We see Jesus suffer, whenever we see the suffereing of our neighbors.  
 
And in her glorious Assumption, Mary experienced the ability of Jesus to lead us beyond death, 
to the glory of life eternal. She received that gift first. And she is telling us that we will share in 
his resurrection, when he calls us home. 
 
When I was a child, I got mad because Ida got the cookie first. For some reason, I was jealous 
that she was first in line. I feared that, if she got it, there might not be enough for me, until Mrs. 
Brown said “Wait, I have more.” 
 
When it comes to God’s goodness, it is a marvelous truth of our faith – God gives gifts to Mary, 
and in doing so God is showing us the gifts that he intends to give to all of us and to the whole 
church. 
 
Mary is the first to receive these gifts, not because she earned them. Rather, she receives God’s 
amazing gifts first, so that her life can be a shining beacon for your life, so that her example can 
be an inspiration to you. 



 
God chose this lowly young woman to play an amazing role in the story of his love for humanity. 
God chose this handmaid to receive amazing gifts. 
 
Likewise, God chose you to play a wonderful role in his work on this earth. And if you ever feel 
left out of God’s blessings, just pause for a moment. And you’ll hear God say, “Wait. I have 
more.” 
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