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It was so peaceful! 
 
On the morning of November 20th, I was in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. Our 
pilgrimage group of 45 people had travelled to Assisi and Rome to celebrate the “Holy 
Year of Mercy.” 
   
On November 20th, we got up WAY TO EARLY and arrived at St. Peter’s Square by 
7:15 AM – for a Mass that started at 10:00! We faced all the joys of “Italian Crowd 
Control” (think mayhem with just a touch of Olive Oil….) and we got through security 
with relative ease. 
 
We had to ward off some of the Italian nuns, who are notorious for using their 
umbrellas to maim people who get in their way! 
 
We were in St. Peter’s Square to participate in the celebration of the Eucharist with 
Pope Francis. 
 
As we waited for Mass to start, I watched as Catholics gathered from all over the world 
in St. Peter’s Square.  
 
There was a group from China. Three rows behind them was a group from South Korea. 
 
There were Russians sitting near Ukranians. 
 
There were people from Mexico and Africa. There were pilgrims from Germany and 
Vietnam. 
 
We met people from Michigan and Ireland.  
 
With 150,000 people in the Square, there was lots of noise and energy. 
 
Then, there was a multi-lingual announcement inviting us all to take our seats in order 
to pray the Rosary in preparation for Mass.  



 
And 150,000 people sat down… and were silent. 
  
It was so peaceful! 
 
I’ve never been in a crowd which was so large, and so quiet! During Mass we sang and 
prayed aloud – then the silence would wash over the crowd. 
 
It was so peaceful.   
 
After Mass, I thanked God for that experience. And I couldn’t help but compare the 
experience I’d just had in that crowd to what we were seeing on TV. 
 
Remember this was three weeks ago. Every time we turned on CNN International, they 
were showing images of angry crowds in the United States. 
 
In Philly, 125 angry people shouting “He’s not my president.” In Richmond, an angry 
group blocking the interstate to protest the election. In California, hundreds of angry 
people, burning cars and smashing windows.  
 
On TV there were images of crowds back home, shouting words of division and 
discord. 
 
But in Rome, 150,000 people from all over the world were… prayerful and peaceful. 
 
I thought of the Chinese people, sitting next to the Koreans. China and Korea are not 
friendly right now – but there was no division in St. Peter’s Square. 
 
I thought of the Russians and the Ukranians. There is violence raging between those 
countries. But not in St. Peter’s Square. 
 
At the Vatican, you had people from every continent and every political persuasion. If 
we had time to interview all those people, you’d find how different they are, how 
divergent their political opinions. 
 
And yet…we were not divided or divisive. I wondered: In a world where division seems 
so pervasive, how could this crowd be so peaceful? 
 



How? Because, at the center of that crowd in St. Peter’s Square was one person… Jesus 
Christ. Despite our many differences, we held one thing in common – we all believed in 
the Lord Jesus.  
 
When Jesus is the center of attention, all of the things that divide us tend to fade in 
importance. 
When Jesus is the center, a diverse crowd experiences peace. 
 
In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah is looking forward to that day when God will 
send the messiah, the savior, into the world. Isaiah is preaching centuries before Christ, 
but he is already looking forward to what God will do “on that day,” when the savior 
comes. 
 
I love this section of Isaiah, because he uses such vivid language to make a crucial 
point. 
 
Isaiah says, “On that day, when the savior comes, the wolf will be the guest of the 
lamb.” Now think about that for a moment…  
 
What do wolves usually want to do to lambs? Kill and eat them! Wolves and lambs are 
natural enemies. The wolf is the predator – the lamb is lunch! 
 
But Isaiah says – when the savior comes, these natural enemies will be friends. What 
divides them will fade away. There will be no more predator or victim. The savior will 
be the center – and there will be peace. 
 
Isaiah uses other images – the leopard won’t attack the goat, the young lion and the calf 
will go to Wegman’s for lunch. Usually the lion EATS the calf for lunch. But the 
divisions are over. The savior is the center. 
 
Isaiah says, a baby will play near a snake, and no one will bite anyone!  
 
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Isaiah predicted what would 
happen. In fact, thousands of years before that Mass in St. Peter’s Square, Isaiah 
predicted what would happen. 
 
When the savior is the center of attention, the Chinese and the Koreans will pray 
together. The Russians and Ukranians will share communion. The communist and the 



capitalist will shake hands at the sign of peace. Yankees and Confederates will go to 
cotillion together, Republicans and Democrats will recognize each other’s human 
dignity…. if, and only if, Jesus is the center of attention. 
 
If we take our eyes off Jesus, then we start focusing on our differences, and we end up 
shouting angrily. 
 
There are times in my life where I feel as though there is a division, a fight, going on 
right inside of me. Part of me wants to do this, part of me wants to do that. In my own 
heart, at times, I feel divided.  
 
If I want peace in my heart, I have to stay focused on Jesus. He can make me whole. He 
can give me peace. 
 
There are times in life when our families are divided. Friendships get frayed. Married 
people are at odds. Parents and children get distanced. Something tears us apart. 
 
I suspect that this will always happen, unless we strive to keep Jesus at the center of 
every relationship, every neighborhood, every family. He is where we find peace. 
 
Some Americans are very skilled at yelling at each other over our political differences. 
Fewer of us have learned how to disagree with someone’s ideas without denigrating the 
other person. 
 
I can love you, without agreeing with everything you think or say.  
 
If I keep looking for Christ in you, it will force me to try to respect you. If I look for 
Christ in you, I will have to try to understand your point of view.  
 
Seeing Christ in each other means we can respect each other, even when we disagree. 
 
If Christ is the center, then I can no longer shout insulting names at you. Name-calling 
always focuses on our differences. 
 
So… not everyone who voted for Donald Trump is a sexist, bigoted homophobe. That 
kind of name calling is dishonest and intellectually lazy. It is also unchristian. 
 
Not everyone who voted for Hillary Clinton is a communist, tree-hugging, whacko who 



hasn’t showered in two months. That kind of name calling is dishonest, lazy and 
unchristian. 
 
Not every immigrant is a lawbreaking drug dealer. Not every southerner is a racist red 
neck. Not every liberal is an unemployed welfare- moocher. Not every conservative 
wants to destroy the environment.  
 
The TV commentators are shouting about what divides us. 
 
But we Christians have a moral obligation, an Advent obligation, to stop focusing on 
what divides nations, peoples and human hearts; to focus again on the only One who 
overcomes our differences and unites us in peace. 
 
Isaiah said, “On that day, our differences fade away, because the Child is in our midst. 
On that day, enemies let go of hate, because the prince of peace is here. The savior is 
the center of attention. 
 
The day that Isaiah dreamed about has already happened. The baby was born in 
Bethlehem. The savior has come. 
 
Wherever Christian people stay focused on him, the lion and the lamb, the different and 
divided, become united and healed. 
 
I saw it happen at Saint Peters three weeks ago. 
 
I hope to see it in Richmond, this week. 
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