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The headline on my Facebook page said, “describe this election using only an existing movie 
title.” 
 
At first, I decided not to read that posting on Facebook because, for my spiritual well-being, I 
have given up TV news until after the election. My spiritual well-being demanded that I create 
space in my life that is not full of angry talk and endless accusations. 
 
But I liked that headline: “describe this election using only an existing movie title.” And I 
laughed when I saw the first answer. TO describe this year’s election, the movie title they chose 
was:  “It’s a mad, mad, mad, mad world!”  
 
Another person chose a different movie title to describe this election: “Armageddon.” 
 
Still another offered: “Apocalypse Now.” Another person suggested the movie title, 
“Frankenstein meets Godzilla.”  
 
My favorite – “Dumb and Dumber.” 
 
If you can’t laugh about it, it will make you cry. 
 
In all of my years as a priest, I have never had so many people come up to me and say, “What is 
a Christian to do in this election?”  Frankly, I have never heard such universal agreement in our 
country that the two main candidates have engaged in some morally reprehensible behavior, they 
have used morally reprehensible words, and they stand for some  morally reprehensible policies. 
I wish this were an election between George Washington and Mother Theresa.  Instead, we’re 
stuck with “Godzilla vs. Frankenstein.” 
 
As Catholics, we try to teach children that character counts, that morality matters. We try to 
teach young people that the kind of person they become is much more important than any power 
that they wield, any money that they earn.  
 
But those same children turn on social media, and are sucked into a cesspool of sordid stories. In 
my humble opinion, the leaders of the Democrats and Republicans need to stop shouting, and 
instead they should all line up right here on Saturday afternoon at 4:00 and go to confession.  
 



We believe, as Catholic Christians, that character counts. But, to me, the two main candidates are 
profoundly flawed. Perhaps our candidates have always been profoundly flawed – we just didn’t 
have CNN and Fox to shove that into our faces 24 hours a day, where angry reporters are turning 
us into an angry nation. 
 
I’ve chosen to turn off the angry people. And I’m working to form my conscience. I think know 
the issues the Lord wants me to focus on when I vote. I know the people God wants me to carry 
into the voting booth. I read the Gospel. I pray. I listen to the wisdom of the church. That’s how 
we form our consciences. 
 
This year, unlike many other years, I feel as though I’m not voting for a person – I am voting 
about specific issues. And I am coming to a place of peace. 
 
Yet, over and over again, you hear that we have become an angry and divided nation. 
 
But a nation does not exist in theory. A ‘nation’ is made of individuals. And individuals have the 
God-given freedom to make choices. And this is where I feel challenged. If all we do is to swim 
in the pool of angry television coverage, it is so easy to become part of the angry problem, 
instead of becoming part of the Christian solution. 
 
I can choose whether I want to be angry, or peaceful. I can choose whether I want to be the cause 
of more division, or a force for healing.  
 
Jesus calls us to be part of the solution! God gave us the ability to make choices, using our 
properly-formed consciences! So I believe that the Lord is asking all of us: are you going to be 
part of the solution, or simply getting sucked into a “Mad, mad, mad, mad world?” 
 
As a brother in Christ, let me share with you what today’s readings have said to my heart over 
the past week. 
 
Today’s first reading tells me that I have the ability and responsibility to pray for our nation, and 
for our world.  Did you notice what happened in today’s first reading? The nation of Israel was 
under siege. They were being attacked by Amalek, who wanted to destroy them and their way of 
life.  
 
And in the face of such an attack, what does Moses do? He intercedes for his nation. He prays on 
behalf of his community. And his prayer is not occasional, it is constant.  
 
And did you also notice – Moses was not alone in the task of praying for Israel? Aaron and Hur 
stood right by his side. When Moses grew tired or weary of praying for the nation, Aaron and 



Hur were there to help and encourage him. 
 
What does that say to me? I think God is saying to me – and maybe to you – pray for your 
nation. Pray for our world. Pray in thanksgiving. Pray for healing. Pray for justice. But pray. 
Consistently.  
 
And don’t try to do it alone. If you are married – you and your spouse could pray for our nation 
as you get up in the morning. If you have children, teach them to pray for our country as you put 
them to bed at night. If you are single, talk to a friend and ask them to join you in praying. And 
don’t pray your angers – pray your love, pray your hopes, pray for humility and peace. 
 
What does the Gospel say to me? Well, the Gospel reading is about a woman who experiences 
the fundamental unfairness of life. She is the victim of injustice. She realizes that the system is 
rigged and that sometimes it appears that the powerful play by different rules.  
 
And what does she do? Well, she COULD have just accepted the fundamental unfairness and 
injustice of the power structure, growing and angry and bitter because of it. 
 
But rather than giving in and giving up, she keeps showing up. She persistently stands for what is 
right. She keeps showing up. 
 
There are fundamental injustices and unfairness in the world. But I am choosing not to give in, 
not give up, not to grow angry. I am choosing to be persistent and consistent, and I am going to 
keep showing up. 
 
I am going to keeping standing for what the Lord Jesus teaches us to stand for. I am going to 
keep saying what our faith tells us is true. And I will try my best to say the truth with love and 
humility. 
 
Last week, I wrote to some major TV networks and I told them respectfully that I will not watch 
the anymore, because I am tired of the disrespectful discourse that they encourage.  
 
Perhaps all of those networks will not listen to one crazy priest from Short Pump. But if 60 
million Catholics wrote the same email, I have a feeling that the tone of TV news coverage 
would change, overnight.  
 
I am going to keep showing up, like the widow in the Gospel. I will keep showing up to say that 
all life, from the infant in the womb, to the man on death row – all life is sacred. I will keep 
showing up, saying that justice matters to Jesus, that holiness matters, that care for God’s 
creation matters, the poor matter, that honesty matters. If 60 million Catholics stood for those 



things, politics in America would change, overnight. 
 
And what does the second reading teach me? It teaches me that in times like this, I must stay 
focused on one person, and that is Jesus Christ. He is the one who can unite those who feel 
divided. He is the one who can heal what feels broken. The letter to Timothy says, “Remain 
faithful to what you have learned and believed… and cling to Jesus Christ and his salvation. God 
will equip you for whatever good work he needs you to do.” 
 
Jesus Christ is bigger than any election, and God’s Spirit is stronger than any TV network. I 
found out last week that some of my friends are going to vote for “the wrong candidate.” If I 
want to be part of the problem, I should grow angry with them,  and unfriend them on Facebook! 
 
But if I want to be part of God’s solution, I should remind myself – they are my brothers and 
sisters in Christ. We all love the Lord. And since Christ is in each of us, I can strive to love and 
respect everyone. That’s not easy – but it’s the Gospel. 
 
Listen again to the ending of today’s second reading, where the scripture says: “I charge you in 
the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, proclaim the word…be persistent whether it is 
convenient or inconvenient.” 
 
In this inconvenient season, I have a choice. I can stay focused on Jesus, and listen to his Gospel, 
and follow his Spirit. 
 
Or I can grow more and more angry, because I’ve given control of my life over to “Dumb and 
Dumber.” 
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