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“Where are the other nine?” 
 
A simple question, really, at the end of a rather simple scene in today’s Gospel. Ten 
people suffering from leprosy approach Jesus. At that time, lepers were forced to be 
outcasts from their own society. When the first signs of infection appeared, they were 
banished from normal human contact. They were not permitted to touch others. They had 
to live on the edge of town. Their only company? Other lepers.  
 
So this unhappy group of infected people cries out to Jesus, “Have pity on us!” 
And…Jesus does! All ten are healed. But only one, a Samaritan, comes back to say 
thanks. Now, Samaritans were considered to be heretics, the enemies of faithful Jews. 
But it is a Samaritan who returns to Jesus, to say “thanks for healing me.” And Jesus 
replies:  “Ten were cured, weren’t they? Where are the other nine? Is there only this 
foreigner who has returned to give thanks?” 
 
Where are the other nine? This is a good question from Jesus. But before we assume that 
the other nine were ungrateful slobs, let’s think about that question a moment. Jesus asks, 
“Where are the other nine?” Is it possible that the other nine ARE grateful, but something 
has happened to keep them from coming back? Where are the other nine? Where would 
YOU be?  
 
Think about it: if YOU were suffering from a disease that forced you to be banished from 
family and friends, what would be YOUR first instinct if you were suddenly cured? 
Would it be to turn around and run back to the guy who healed you? Or, would your first 
instinct be to run straight to your family, to show them the miracle? 
 
Where are the other nine? Maybe the first is a young husband, who, after he was cured, 
ran to embrace his wife for the first time in years.  Maybe the second is a grandfather, 
who had not been able to hug his grandkids for years because of this leprosy. Maybe he 
did not come back to Jesus because he was home, bouncing his grandson on his knee. 
Maybe the third was a woman, who ran straight home to hold her children. As all nine 
ran home, their hearts must have been full of gratitude, full of wonder at what God had 
done thru Christ. Imagine their joy when they were able to return home, and touch their 
families! Can you blame them for following this instinct? 
 
Maybe they really were grateful. But maybe they did what most of US would have done. 
Maybe they just assumed that there would ALWAYS be time to find that rabbi named 
Jesus and to thank him…later. Remember – Jesus describes the Samaritan as a 
“foreigner.” He may live some distance away. If he is ever going to thank Jesus, it has to 
be now, before he goes to back to his home. The other nine may just assume that there 
will always be more time…later….for them to say thanks. 



 
Do you ever make that assumption – that you have all the time in the world to say 
thanks? Do you ever convince your self that you have all the time you’ll ever need to 
write the note, to have the conversation, to look another in the eye and to say to them, 
“Thank you. Thank you for loving me. Thank you for being there. Thank you for 
challenging me. Thank for everything?” And, on a spiritual level, do you tell yourself that 
you’ll have time, later, to sit down with God and say, “Hey Lord, thanks for what you did 
for me by sending Jesus to the world. Thank you for my life. Thank for your forgiveness. 
Thank you for healing. Thank you for hope. Thank you for faith.” Do you think that there 
will always be time – later – to get to the thank yous? 
 
Jesus knows how we often put off the most important things in life. Perhaps Jesus is 
trying to remind us that we NEED to say thank you – and we need to do it now. Where 
are the other nine? They are right here in these pews. Like those nine lepers, we are 
probably very grateful to God, and to one another, but perhaps something has kept us 
from saying that recently. Jesus knows what is in your heart. He knows you are grateful 
before YOU do. But Jesus also knows that human beings are better off when we say 
“thanks,” and sometimes we need to be reminded to say it, and to say it now. Gratitude is 
not an option for Christians – it is a discipline we must nurture each day. The more we 
say “thanks,” the more we will pay attention to God’s goodness, to the goodness of 
others, and to the goodness that is deep within ourselves. Gratitude is the antidote for 
selfishness. 
 
That is why the Eucharist is such a powerful remedy for so much that ails us. The word 
“Eucharist” means “thanksgiving.” The celebration of the Eucharist calls us to come back 
to the Lord to say “thanks.” At every Mass, the priest says, “Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God,” to which you reply, “It is right to give him thanks and praise.” It is right! 
Why is it right? Only you can answer that question in your life. Each week, as the 
collection is being taken, you could be sitting there, asking yourself, “For what and I 
grateful today? For whom and I grateful? Where have I seen God’s goodness?” 
 
I said a moment ago that Eucharist, thanksgiving, is a powerful remedy. Perhaps some of 
the hardest things in your life could be healed by the discipline of gratitude. What would 
happen, for instance, if every married person spent at least a few minutes each day 
saying, “Lord, thank you for my spouse, because…” What would happen If every parent 
spent a few minutes each day saying, “Lord, thank you for my child, because…” What if 
we spent time, each day, saying: 
 
Lord, thank you for our nation, because… 
Lord, thank you for your creation, because… 
Lord, thank you for my job, because… 
Lord, thank you for my life’s blessings, because… 
Lord, thank you for my crosses, because… 
Lord, that person I find difficult to deal with, because… 
Lord, thank you for the fact that you are in every person – rich and poor, strong and sick, 
stranger and alien, because… 



 
Today, the church is grateful, and I am sure that these families are grateful, for the 
newborn children who are being baptized at this mass. We thank God for the gift of life. 
We thank God for the gift of eternal life. And, along with these parents, we must strive to 
teach these children how to be faithful, and how to be grateful, and how to follow Christ 
Jesus. 
 
In just a few minutes, I will say to, “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.”  Don’t wait 
to return and say thanks. Get ready. Get ready, and say thanks, right now, in this 
celebration. Lets us give thanks to God. It is right! Right now! 


