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The limousine pulled up, right in front of door at the casino in Atlantic City. I was there 
with some college friends, enjoying a day at the penny slots and the all-you-can-eat 
buffet. 
 
We were waiting for a cab at the front door when a huge limousine pulled up and blocked 
all the traffic. 
 
It was one of those Lincoln limos, about 30 feet long, with shiny wheels and that glass 
which only works one way… so the person sitting in the car can see out, but all of us 
standing on the sidewalk could not see in. 
 
The casino guys were yelling and banging on the limo windows. But the car did not 
move. And a group of older women standing next to me started to talk excitedly: “I 
wonder who’s inside? Do you think it’s Tony Bennett?” Her friend said, “I hope it’s 
Barry Manilow.” Another said, “I wish I could see through the window glass.” 
 
They all agreed that the one way glass was a problem.  
 
After much New Jersey cussing, the limo door opened, and the older ladies melted… It 
was Johnny Mathis!  
 
After the ladies composed themselves, I heard one say, “I still don’t like that one way 
glass. We should’ve been able to see in.” 
 
Now, you’ve seen cars with that one way glass, right? The passengers can look out, but 
folks on the sidewalk can’t look in. 
 
But have you ever wondered what would happen if they turned that glass around? What 
would happen if the limo maker made a mistake with the glass? The people on the 
outside could see in. But the person on the inside couldn’t look out! He couldn’t see 
anyone. All he could see is his own reflection, and the luxurious interior of his limo. 
 
What would happen in that case? Today’s parable would happen! 
 
Our Gospel story of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus offers so many opportunities for 
preaching. Let’s be clear about a couple of things. This is not a parable which can be used 
to tell all poor people that they should be happy with their lot, because they are all 
guaranteed to go to heaven in the end. Unfortunately, some preachers have misused this 
text to tell the world’s poor that God wants them to stay poor now, so that they can go to 
heaven later. Wrong. 
 



And this is not a parable which guarantees that every rich person is going to hell. If that 
were the case, we’re all in trouble. Because, when compared to everyone else in the 
world, we are the rich. Jesus says it is difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he also proclaims that salvation comes to those who are generous - including 
some who are wealthy.  
 
Why does the Rich Man end up in the netherworld? Is it because he is an arrogant and 
entitled S.O.B.? Perhaps. Did you notice how he immediately starts giving directions to 
both Abraham and Lazarus? He wants Lazarus to serve some ice water and deliver 
messages. He tells Abraham how to run heaven!  
 
Apparently, the Rich Man is accustomed to having other people do things for him. He 
feels entitled, and clearly believes that he deserves whatever he wants. Thank God none 
of US would ever fall into that trap! Thank God we would never teach our CHILDREN 
that kind of entitlement attitude! (Or do we?) 
 
Let me suggest one other possible explanation for why the Rich Man ends up in Hell. I 
don’t think that his sin was that he was rich…I think his sin was that he was living his life 
as if he were inside a limo with one way glass that has been installed the wrong way. It’s 
as if he is riding through life, surrounded by glass that does not allow him to look out and 
see what other people are experiencing. He never rolls the window down. He just looks at 
his own luxurious reflection in the shiny window. He never notices, or sees, the poor man 
at his door. 
 
The Gospel tells us that Lazarus, the poor man, was lying at the rich man’s door. He must 
have been there most days, because the poor man knew what the rich man was eating, 
and he longed to eat the scraps that fell from the table. Dogs came to lick his sores.  
 
Notice that the Gospel says that the poor man was at the rich man’s door. Most homes in 
that era did not have 5 or 6 entrances. So, if the poor man was at the door, the rich man 
would have walked by him – every day. But the rich man, the Gospel says, was “dressed 
in purple and fine linen.” Perhaps he was so focused on the pretty things he was wearing, 
and the fine food he was about to eat, that he simply walked right by, day after day. He 
had chosen to look at life through the wrong side of one way glass. All he can see is 
himself. He does not notice Lazarus. 
 
It is easy to pass judgment on the Rich Man in this story. After all – most of us didn’t 
come to church in a limo. We don’t look at our own reflection in the glass, do we? We 
like to tell ourselves that we would certainly notice a poor, sore-covered guy at our door 
every day. We might get mad at him, we might call the police, but at least we would 
notice!  
 
But … do we notice? How have we chosen to look at life? Do we ever roll the window 
down? Do we really SEE the burdens that our neighbors are carrying? Do we really 
WANT to see what other people are dealing with? Sometimes, that can be a frightening 
proposition, because we might feel overwhelmed. After all, there are so many people who 



need help. So we roll up the window, and stare at our reflection in the glass which 
protects us from life’s unpleasant scenes. 
 
Frankly, I know that do that some times. But there is something else I know – I don’t 
want to go to hell! So I need to check the glass I’m looking through. I might have to roll 
down the window. I need to start noticing the burdens that my brothers and sisters in 
Christ are carrying. 
 
I need to start noticing: 
 
+ what it must be like to live with crushing poverty in this economy 
+ what it must be like to be a mother, who does not know how she is going to feed her 
children next week 
+what it must be like to be living in a tent, with no running water, weeks after the 
earthquake in Italy, or the flood in Baton Rouge 
+ what it must be like to live as an alien –legal or illegal – in this country. 
+ what it must be like to be a woman who lives in the daily fear that her husband will 
physically abuse her, or her children 
+ what it must be like to be an adult who lives with the terrible effects of sexual abuse 
+ what is must be like to be homeless in Richmond 
 
In this parable, Jesus demands that we notice; that we see, that we look at the needs of 
our neighbors clearly. Jesus demands that we act when we see a neighbor in need. He 
does not tell us exactly what each of us must do in response – but he demands that we all 
respond. We each have different gifts, different abilities, different ways that we can 
respond to the needs that we see. 
 
The only thing Jesus will not tolerate is a Christian, or a church, which has rolled up the 
window, and has chosen to hide behind the selfish glass which makes us blind to 
neighbor standing next to us. 
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