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“How can you do that?” 
 
That’s what the TV reporter asked the woman. 
 
I was watching one of those one hour crime shows. You know – the one where the reporter 
spends a full hour telling us about a terrible crime.  
 
He interviews the family of the victim. He interviews the criminals who are in jail. He interviews 
the lawyers. 
 
This particular show was about a woman who had raised three children. She and her husband did 
their best to educate the kids, teach them right from wrong, take them to church. 
 
But when the oldest boy and girl went off to college, both got involved in drugs. Their parents 
did their best to intervene, to help them get sober. 
 
But the mother made one thing clear to the oldest children: “don’t you dare give drugs to your 
youngest sister!’ 
 
Well, about a year later, the youngest girl died in a car crash. She was the driver. And it turns out 
she was high on drugs that her brother and sister had given her the day before. 
 
The older siblings were put on trial and sent away to prison. The stress of all of this caused the 
husband to die of a heart attack. The mother was alone. 
 
As the show ended, the reporter mentioned that the older children had been finished their 
sentences and were out of jail.  
 
So he said to the mother, “I know that your older children are out of jail, and I assume that they 
will always be out of your life?” 
 
The mother said, “Oh no, I have brought them back into my life, and I am forgiving them…” 
 
That’s when the reporter said, “How can you do that?” 
 



And she said: “you won’t understand. But I’m a mother. As a mother, I want my kids to be with 
me, and I want them to be well. Because that’s what makes me happy.” 
 
She is forgiving them, because that’s what makes her happy. 
 
At first, her comment made no sense to me. But the more I listen to mothers, perhaps the more I 
understand it.  
 
I once heard a mother say, “You don’t understand. When you have a child, a piece of your heart 
is walking around outside of your body.” 
 
Another woman said to me, “a mother’s love is fierce. It never gives up, no matter what.” 
 
And the lady on TV said, “I want them with me, in my life. I will forgive them. Because it makes 
me happy.” 
 
That kind of fierce, faithful, forgiving love is sometimes hard to understand. 
 
And that is certainly true in today’s Gospel! 
 
Today, Jesus is dealing with some Pharisees who just can’t understand what Jesus is saying 
about the love of God.  
 
Now, the Pharisees THOUGHT they understood God’s love perfectly. After all, Pharisees were 
the religious professionals of their day. They were the cream of the crop, the best of the best. 
 
They thought they understood God. In their minds, God was a God who needed to be pleased. 
God had given us lots of rules – our job was to do what the rules said. God had given us 
commandments – we need to follow them to the letter. 
 
In their minds, God’s love had to be earned. If you were perfect enough, then you earned God’s 
love. If you were not, then you’d face God’s wrath. They thought God’s love worked like that. 
 
But along comes Jesus, talking about God’s love. And what is his message? IN effect, Jesus is 
saying that you and I are a piece of God’s heart walking around. 
 
God loves sinners. God loves the imperfect. God loves the people whose lives are messy. God 
loves those who have been told constantly that they are beyond hope or help. Yes, God even 
loves those who break God’s heart. 
 



And, like the confused TV reporter, the Pharisees ask, “How can you do that?” 
 
So Jesus tells an often-overlooked parable - the parable of the woman and the lost coin. Isn’t this 
a great image for God? You heard it just now. Jesus says: there is a woman. Somewhere in her 
house is a coin that’s gotten lost. She grabs her broom, and keeps sweeping and searching until 
she find what was lost. 
 
Then she invites the neighbors over, and throws a party to celebrate the fact that what was lost 
has now been found. 
 
And why does she throw a party? Because the coin is with her again, and that makes her happy. 
 
In the original Greek of this parable, the words give us a sense of urgency. The woman is not just 
sweeping and dusting, she is frantic, frenetic, energetic. She is a “furiously sweeping woman,” 
who will not stop until she and that lost coin are reunited… because that makes her happy. 
 
You may have lots of images for God in your mind, but have you ever pictured God as a 
furiously sweeping woman? No? Well that’s what Jesus says today!  
 
And the point Jesus is trying to make to the Pharisses – and to us – is that this is how God’s love 
works when you, and I , and all of God’s children, get lost.  
 
This is how God’s love works, when we end up where we shouldn’t be, when we’re not doing 
what we should be doing. When were covered with dust and away from the light. 
 
There are times in all of our lives when, for whatever reason, we are not with God, not where 
Christ wants us, not close to our savior. We’re lost. We sin, we screw up, we’re selfish. 
 
The Pharisees would say that, in those moments, God probably can’t love us, because we’re not 
good enough. But, like the mother on the television show, Christ says, “sure, God’s children 
break God’s heart. But what God wants is to find those who are lost, to be near them, and forgive 
them… because that makes God happy.” 
 
There is great rejoicing in heaven when we who are lost, are found and forgiven by our furiously 
sweeping God.  
 
Have you broken God’s heart? You don’t have to stay lost. 
Have you ignored Christ’s Gospel? You don’t have to stay lost. 
Have you failed to love, failed to be faithful, failed to be serious about the Lord in your life? You 
don’t have to stay lost. 



 
God is passionately, frantically sweeping away the dust, so that you can be found… giving joy to 
God’s heart. It makes God happy. 
 
And remember – you and I are created in God’s image and likeness. So, if it makes GOD happy 
to forgive the sinner; if it makes GOD happy to embrace those who have disappointed God and 
welcome them back; if it makes God happy to never give up, to act with mercy, to forgive 
beyond measure; if it makes God happy to do that, it will make us happy too. 
 
Sometimes, our pain and heartache cause us to look at someone else – or a whole group of 
people – and to conclude: they’re just lost. Lost forever. They’re out of my life. 
 
But in those moments, we have to remember what Jesus tells us about loving the way that God 
loves. Forgiveness will lift your burdens. Mercy will give you peace. Love will heal the hurts of 
hate. 
 
It makes Christ happy to welcome and forgive you. 
 
So look around your world. Is there someone in your life who seems lost? Pick up your broom, 
and start furiously sweeping. 
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