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So… Is he, or isn’t he? Is she, or isn’t she? 
 
Among the many surprising things being talked about in this year’s presidential campaign, I’ve 
been fascinated by the ongoing debate about the religious faith of the major candidates. 
Specifically, it seems, many people now think they are fully capable of judging whether a 
candidate (usually the one they’re NOT going to vote for!) is really a Christian. 
 
So, on the cable shows, and radio airwaves, and internet postings, you will find arguments such 
as this: 
 
+ Donald  Trump’s behavior is not really Christian. After all, Jesus told us to welcome the 
stranger and alien, not to build a fence or wall to keep them away from us. 
+ Hillary Clinton’s behavior is not really Christian. After all, how can a woman who claims to 
read the Scriptures every day turn around an insist that the abortion of up to one million children 
a year in this country is a sign of our “progress.” 
+ Mike’s Pence’s behavior is not really Christian. He was born and raised Catholic, but he left 
the church to become an evangelical. And he supports the 2nd amendment. How can a Christian 
not want handgun control? 
+ Tim Kaine’s behavior is not really Christian. He runs around the country, talking constantly 
about how his Catholic faith causes him to advocate for legal policies which will protect the 
poor. But then he turns around and says that it would be wrong for him to allow his Catholic 
faith to shape legal policies which would protect the unborn. You can’t have it both ways, Tim.  
 
Sometimes, the reporters who are writing these stories haven’t been to church in a long time. 
Their ignorance of the Gospel is clear in their writing. Yet they feel competent to pass judgment 
on the faith of someone else. 
 
Many of the Facebook commentators apparently DO go to church… but the language they use, 
the anger they exude, the hate that is dripping from every word, indicates that maybe they need 
to listen more deeply to the Gospel of Jesus. 
 
Funny thing about those who feel competent to judge the faith of others - they often get it wrong.  
 
Jesus, on the other hand, always gets it right. And in today’s Gospel, he once again reminds us 
about the TRUTH of our identity as Christian people. We cannot allow any reporter or politician 
to tell us what makes a person truly Christian – we must go to the source, to JESUS. And he will 



define Christian identity in a way that is guaranteed to shake us up, no matter what political party 
we happen to belong to. 
 
Recently, some commentators have argued that it does not matter whether a candidate, or anyone 
else, goes to church. The bottom line, they say, is that people need to do good things for others. 
If you do good things for others (they say), then you are a Christian whether or not you ever 
happen to go to church, volunteer for a ministry, or buy a ticket to the Comboni Sisters raffle! 
 
But, if you try to define Christianity that way, you  are missing the fact that Jesus constantly 
gathers people together, asking them to eat together, insisting that they pray together. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus gathers people ON THE SABBATH. And as they sit at the table, he teaches them. 
 
You can’t read the Gospels with any level of honesty and walk away convinced that Christianity 
can be lived in splendid isolation. No, Jesus has this annoying habit of bringing people together, 
forming them into communities of believers, insisting that they gather at the table. There is ONE 
THING that Jesus asked us to do in order to keep his memory alive.  And that was – “take this all 
of you, and eat it. Take this all of you and drink from it.”  
 
There is one thing that Jesus asked us to do in order to keep his memory alive. It’s what we are 
doing right now – gather together, listen to his teaching, and then celebrate the Eucharist. While 
the Catholic church has had 2000 years to reveal the sinful side of its human members, there is 
one thing that we have been VERY FAITHFUL to….we have faithfully gathered  together, to eat 
his body and drink his blood, in memory of him.   
 
The earliest Christians could not conceive of how you could call yourself a Christian and NOT 
be there when the church gathered  to celebrate the Lord’s supper on the Lord’s day.  We NEED 
to be at church each week. (Oh, and by the way – that means we need to arrive on time, and not 
leave early…) The point is this – in today’s Gospel, Jesus is doing what he always did: gathering 
people around a table, teaching them, then asking them to eat. It’s what we do here each week. 
It’s what we have to do in order to be Christians. 
 
So, coming to church is essential. But simply coming to church does not guarantee that you are a 
Christian. Some of the greatest sinners in the world went to church every week.  Let me use this 
analogy: You can stand in the middle of the Krispy Kreme store, but that does not make you a 
donut. You can stand in the middle of Royal Chevrolet, but that does not make you a Malibu. 
And you can stand in the midst of St. Mary’s Church, but that does not make you a Christian. 
 
Look around you – right here in this church (and other churches around Richmond) are 
parishioners who physically abuse their spouses, who are carrying on affairs, who are unkind to 
their children. Look around – there are people in this church who are running their businesses in 



an illegal or immoral way, people who are abusing drugs and alcohol.  
 
Look around you – there are people in this church each week who are racists, who won’t forgive 
family members, who judge the poor, who look at things on the internet they shouldn’t look at. 
Simply coming to church does not make you a Christian …because every person who walks 
through a church door is a sinner, deeply in need of God’s help. 
 
How else does JESUS define Christian identity in today’s Gospel? Well,  he says that authentic 
Christians are people who are humble… humble enough to understand that life is not about them. 
Humble enough to know their own sinfulness, and to recognize the fragile humanity of others. 
 
Authentic Christians don’t seek fame, or earthly rewards. They are people who are humble 
enough to admit just how much they need God. Humble enough to pray and ask God’s help. 
Humble enough to bring their imperfect selves to an imperfect church where, together with other 
imperfect people, they can do what Jesus asked us to do –  to celebrate Eucharist together. 
 
And what else does Jesus tell us about Christian identity today? He tells us that true Christians 
will look for opportunities to love and serve the poor, the crippled, the wounded and the blind. 
Jesus says that true Christians open our lives to the ones in need. Christians make room for them. 
You can recognize a true Christian – he or she will be the one who does not turn away from the 
one who is in need. 
 
 Jesus does not leave much wiggle room, does he? He wants us to gather together every week, as 
we have done today. And then he asks us to offer humble service to the ones who are most in 
need, through the rest of the week.  
 
It’s too bad Jesus does not have a show on Fox or CNN. If he did, I think Jesus would say this:  
“stop focusing on a candidate’s religious identity. Instead, ask yourself this – if the Washington 
Post sent a reporter to talk to 50 people who know you, how many of them would say that there 
is any evidence at all that YOU are a Christian?” 
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