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The sign has become a facebook sensation. It’s a simple piece of paper, taped on the glass front 
door of a Catholic High school for boys in Arkansas. 
 
Above the school door is a plaque which reads: “Welcome to Catholic High: we teach reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and problem-solving.” 
 
But it is the piece of paper on the door that has grabbed all of the attention. Because on that piece 
of paper its says: 
 
“Stop! If you are dropping off your son’s forgotten books, forgotten lunch, homework, 
equipment, etc., please turn around and exit the building. Your son will learn to problem-solve in 
your absence.”  
 
Some on facebook have accused the principal of being draconian. But the principal and parents 
at the school, have decided that they are not going to be “helicopter parents.” 
 
That is, they are going to let children make mistakes, and then deal with the consequences. They 
are going to use every aspect of life – including forgotten lunches and homework – as an 
opportunity to teach children how to deal with real life. 
 
Instead of teaching children that their parents will always swoop in to fix every problem, and 
protect the child from  consequences, the folks in Arkansas decided that the whole point of 
school is to prepare young people for adult life.  
 
In adult life, we have to take responsibility for our actions. We have to know how to deal with 
things when they don’t go as planned. We have to develop the strength to handle failure, to make 
good choices, and to take ownership of the consequences when we make bad choices. 
 
More and more, educators and psychologists are saying that if we don’t let children fail when 
they are young, they will never learn what to do when they have moments of failure when they 
are older. 
 
If we don’t teach children how to deal with a demanding teacher when they are young, they will 
not know how to deal with a demanding boss when they are older. 
 



If we don’t teach children how to adapt or create a “Plan B,”  they will not magically learn those 
skills when they are older.  
 
Children whose parents always rescue them from every mistake can become adults who never 
know how to take responsibility for their mistakes.  
 
Children whose parents never set limits for them when they’re young, become adult who don’t 
know how to set boundaries. 
 
Children who are not taught self-control in their youth, can become men and women who act like 
teenagers their whole lives. 
 
Children who never hear their parents say ‘no’ become adults who believe that they are entitled 
to everything. They believe that they have no responsibility to the people around them. Perhaps 
they believe that they can lie about being robbed in Rio, and that the world should believe them 
because they are special and handsome and blonde. 
 
Children who lie to their parents and teachers without consequence can become the Secretaries 
of State who don’t tell the truth about Ben Ghazi or their email server; they become the 
candidate with big hair who thinks he can say whatever he wants whenever he want about 
whomever he wants. 
 
So the sign on the door at the Catholic school in Arkansas caught my attention. Stop. Teach your 
kids to deal with what is real. Teach them to take responsibility for their actions. 
 
Perhaps that sign on the school door also caught my attention because of today’s readings. 
 
In our first reading, the Letter to the Hebrews is focused on one word:  “discipline.” The Letter to 
the Hebrews says, “My child, do not forget the discipline you learned when you were young. 
Don’t lose heart when you are disciplined.” Why?  
 
Because whom the Lord loves, he disciplines. 
 
Did you hear that? Appropriate discipline is an act of love! 
 
The Bible goes on and says: Remember, every earthly child is disciplined by their parents. When 
a child is disciplined, they think it’s unfair. But years later, the child looks back and realizes that 
their parents were teaching them what is right.  
 
Discipline as a loving gift from parent to child. And a gift from God to us. 



 
Remember, the Letter to the Hebrews is ultimately talking about the discipline that God extends 
to us, God’s children.  
 
How does God discipline us? Not through harsh words, or violent actions, or demeaning 
attitudes. 
 
No. God disciplines by not being a helicopter deity. God does not come in and rescue us from 
every mess we’ve made. God does not tell us the lie that we never have to take responsibility for 
our actions. God gives us freedom to make choices. And then God loves us enough to allow us to 
confront the consequences of our choices.  
 
So - 
 
If I, God’s child, constantly tell lies, eventually I will have to take responsibility for my 
dishonesty. And in that moment, God can begin to teach me how to live the truth. 
 
If I, God’s child, constantly make selfish choice, eventually I will end up lonely, dealing with the 
consequences of my narcissism. And in that moment, God can begin to teach me how to live for 
others. 
 
If I constantly pass judgment on the poor, pass judgment on the stranger or alien or those who 
are different, eventually I will end up being judged myself. And in that moment, God can begin 
to teach me how to start living a life of inclusion. 
 
If I constantly “escape” by using alcohol, or internet porn, or overspending, I will eventually hit 
bottom… and it is then that God can begin to teach me how to find real satisfaction in life. 
 
If I seek fulfillment in a string of meaningless relationships or sexual encounters; if I tell myself 
that a child in the womb has to die so that I can live the life I want to live; if I tell myself that 
someone else’s death will solve my problems, eventually I will have to deal with those 
falsehoods, and then God can start leading me to what is true. 
 
The word “discipline” comes from a Latin word which means “to learn.”  It’s the same root from 
which we get the word “disciple.”  
 
When the Letter to the Hebrews invites us to accept the “discipline of God,” the Bible is not 
saying that God wants to punish us. No. The Bible is telling us that God is ready to teach us what 
we need to know, and what we need to learn, in every situation of our lives. 
 



Unlike some modern helicopter parents, God understands that His beloved children can only 
learn life’s most crucial lessons if God tells us the truth. We will become mature daughters and 
sons of God if we learn to be honest, to take responsibility for our choices, and to deal with what 
is real.  
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus says that the way of salvation is like striving to enter through a narrow 
gate. His dedication to God ultimately led him to the reality of the cross. Our dedication to God 
should lead us to the heart of reality, where choices mean something, and lessons are learned, 
and truth actually matters. 
 
Who was that hard teacher who demanded that you do your best? Thank God for them. 
 
Who was the adult who gave you the freedom to both dream and fail, so that you could learn 
how to pick yourself up and start again? Thank God for them. 
 
Did your parents love you enough to say no to you? Thank God for them. 
 
Has God taught you something crucial, in a moment of struggle, or failure, or discipline? 
 
It is never too late to start afresh in our learning from God. Today, as we see these children 
baptized, we can thank God for all that He will teach them.  
 
And we can thank God for all that he will teach us. 
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