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They have been married over 60 years. They met after finishing high school, and later 
married at the local parish.  
 
They had 7 children in 10 years. Apparently, they took God very seriously when he said 
in the Book of Genesis: “Be fruitful, and multiply!” 
 
He worked at the business – she worked at home, raising the children. They sacrificed so 
that all of the children had an opportunity to attend Catholic schools and colleges. 
 
And as often happens when you’ve been married 30, or 40, or 50 years… they learned 
how to push each other’s buttons!  They understood the vulnerable humanness of each 
other. 
 
Like the time he got home from work and complained that dinner wasn’t ready. He made 
the mistake of asking the mother of his 7 children, “How is it that you don’t have dinner 
ready when I get home? After all, you don’t have to work all day!”  
 
He made that mistake that once… 
 
If she wanted to change the subject or make him mad, she knew that all she had to do was 
to mention certain politicians by name, and he would be angry all night. 
 
After 60 years of marriage, I assumed that this couple had had every fight you could 
have, had forgiven every mistake that could be made, and had also figured out every 
possible way to say to each other, “I love you.” 
 
But I was with them at dinner one evening, part of a large gathering of family and 
friends. I asked them to tell me the story of how they met. At one point during the 
narrative, the husband leaned over and whispered something in to his wife’s ear. She 
blushed. Curiosity got the best of me, and I asked, “What did he whisper in your ear? She 
said to me, “You’ll never know. But let’s just say that, even after 60 years, he can still 
surprise me.” 
 
If we are paying attention, the people we love always have the capacity to surprise us. 
Just when we think we know everything about them, something happens, and we 
discover something new about the person we love. The people we love can always 
surprise us. 
 
And so can God… 
 



In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses a brief parable about a wedding to tell us that God, who 
loves us, is always ready to surprise us 
 
Like the servants awaiting the master’s arrival from the wedding, you and I need to 
cultivate a certain attentiveness to how God is drawing near in our lives. We might be 
surprised by the timing of his arrival and the nature of his action! 
 
In today’s second reading, the Letter to the Hebrews uses a married couple - Abraham 
and Sarah - as classic examples of people who had REAL faith, in God – and they knew 
that God could always surprise them. “Faith,” the author says, “is the realization of what 
is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.” 
 
Sarah and Abraham were people of faith. But notice how that faith is described. When 
God asked Abraham to leave home, Abraham said ‘yes,’ even though he had no idea 
where the “promised land” was.  
 
When God surprised this elderly couple, Abraham and Sarah, by telling that they would 
have a child, they both believed, even though they could not see how that could possible 
give birth. God was constantly surprising Abraham and Sarah, constantly asking them to 
believe that good things would happen, even though they could not see how it would 
work out. 
 
How did Abraham and Sarah TRUST and BELIEVE, even when they were surprised by 
God? Well, one thing we know about Abraham and Sarah is this: they LOVED the 
Lord…and they knew that the Lord loved them. And BECAUSE of that relationship of 
love, they believed God when God made surprising promises. They changed their daily 
lives, based solely on God’s surprising promises. 
 
Love is the only thing strong enough to overcome our fears and our questions. 
 
So, in today’s Gospel when Jesus asks us to “be prepared,” perhaps he is asking us 
simply to love God so much, and to be aware of how much God loves us, so that when 
God surprises us, we will be able to trust the Lord. 
 
We will be able to say, “Lord, I have no idea where this is headed, or how it’s working 
out, but I know that you love me, and you will not let me down in the end.” 
 
“Be prepared” means “fall in love…with Christ.”  
 
God is in every surprise – even the hard or difficult surprises that come our way. So you 
don’t have to panic when life throws the unexpected at you: 
 
 
 



 + when your son tells you he’s joined the army & is being sent overseas; when 
your daughter tells you that she is pregnant; when your dad tells you that he has cancer; 
the Christ who loves you is there, even when you cannot see Him. 
 + when your job is suddenly taken away; when your spouse announces that they 
have fallen in love with someone else; when you face the anniversary of the death of your 
parent or spouse; the Christ who loves you is there, even when you cannot see Him. 
 + when your finances cause you loose sleep; when you struggle with how to 
forgive the one who hurt you; when you have fears about what is happening in your 
neighborhood, or your church, or your world; the Christ who loves you is there, even 
when you cannot see Him. 
 + when a young man feels called to leave his current career path to go to the 
seminary; when a young woman feels called to join the Peace Corps; when you feel 
called to change your priorities so that you can serve humanity more freely; the Christ 
who loves you is there, even if you cannot see Him. 
 + when you fall in love; when you hold your child for the first time; when you 
experience ecstasy and passion and joy and beauty; Christ is there, even if His face is 
hidden below the surface. 
  + when you suddenly feel called to deeper faith, to daily prayer, or active service 
to others… when you feel called to break down barriers and open doors so you can 
encounter Christ in your neighbor… the Christ who loves you is there. 
 
Christ will keep surprising us until the day we die. But that is no excuse to just sit back 
and wait for him to do something! We have to pray, and study, and learn about him. We 
have to worship in the community of the church, and serve our brothers and sisters in the 
world.  
 
The mystery of Christ’s love is so immense, The most important thing I can do is to fall 
in love with Him. That’s how I will be prepared to trust Him….even when I can’t see 
Him. And I won’t have to blush the next time the Lord whispers in my ear. 
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