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David had more than enough. But he decided that he wanted more, more, more. 

 

You’ve heard of King David, the most powerful, most beloved king in the history of Israel. 

 

David was the youngest son of Jesse, from Bethlehem. The Bible says that David was handsome, 

strong, ‘making a splendid appearance.” He had “movie-star handsomeness!” Maybe you’ve 

seen the statue of David that Michelangelo carved. David always has zero percent body fat! 

 

At a young age, he used his slingshot to kill Goliath. Over time, David united the people of 

ancient Israel. Israel’s power grew. Their wealth grew.  God blessed David in every conceivable 

way. David had more than enough. 

 

Eventually he lived in a palace in Jerusalem. He had many wives, and many children. 

 

Let’s review - He was handsome. He was successful. God was on his side! David had more than 

enough. 

 

But David decided that he wanted more, more, more. 

 

According to the 2nd Book of Samuel, David was on the roof of his palace one evening.  

 

He looked down from the rooftop, and in a neighboring yard he saw a beautiful woman named 

Bathsheeba. She was bathing in the pool. David, who already had many wives, became – how 

shall I put this? – intrigued. 

 

He called one of his servants, and asked, “Do y’all know the name of that shapely woman 

bathing over yonder?” (David was from southern Israel???) 

 

They told David that she was married to a man named Uriah. Uriah was a soldier, out fighting in 

David’s army.  

 

You’ve watched enough episodes of The Real Housewives of Jerusalem, so you know what 

happens next! David sends for Bathsheba. They, um,  violate the 6th commandment! 

 

Later, she announces that she is with child. 



 

This is a scandal even more delicate Hillary’s email mess! David comes up with what Dr. Seuss 

might call “a wonderful, awful idea!” He sends instructions to the commander of Uriah’s 

brigade: 

 

 “Tell the troops that tomorrow morning they are going to attack the enemy. Put Uriah in the 

front line. Later, tell the rest of the soldiers to run in the opposite direction when the attack 

begins. That way Uriah will be the only guy fighting the enemy.” 

 

And that’s what happened. Uriah was killed in the battle. Bathsheba, now a war widow,  marries 

David. 

 

And it all could have stayed secret,  if it weren’t for a prophet named Nathan. At first, David 

denied any wrong doing. Maybe David held a press conference and declared, “I did not do 

anything wrong with that woman, Miss Bathsheba!” 

 

The king of Israel was an adulterer, a murderer and a liar. He had enough, but he kept wanting 

more. 

 

Eventually, the prophet Nathan exposes the truth. And that is what we hear in today’s first 

reading. God says through the prophet, “David, look at all that I did for you! Look at how I 

blessed you with more than you could possible ever need! And yet, you didn’t know how to be 

grateful, or content. So you became a murderer, adulterer and liar.” 

 

And David finally confessed: “I am a sinner.” 

 

The good news is that God is willing to forgive everyone who confesses the fact that she or he is 

a sinner. As we see in today’s Gospel reading:  if we can honestly  name the fact that we have 

failed to love God and one another according to God’s plan – if we really know that we are 

sinners - then God’s forgiveness is unleashed in us. Everything can be forgiven. That’s the good 

news. 

 

But the bad news is – many of us spend a good portion of our lives pretending that everything is 

fine, and I am fine. We say to ourselves, “After all, I’ve never had anyone killed in battle, and I 

go to church most weekends, so I am not that bad.”  

 

Have you noticed: the more education we have, then the more skills we have at rationalizing 

everything. The more money we have, the more things we can buy to distract us from the truth. 

 

David had more than enough. But he could not resist the temptation to grab after more. He lied. 



He lusted. He lost all perspective. And for a long time he could not admit that he had done 

anything wrong. 

 

The Scriptures tell us that sin occurs when we human beings forget how much God has given us.  

Sin starts when we fail to acknowledge, each day, that God has given me more than I could 

possibly ever really need or deserve. God has given us enough. But we look into the neighbor’s 

yard, and we want more, more, more. 

 

That’s how sin starts. That’s how it continues. 

 

How different would your life be if you had learned to be content with what God gave, learned to 

be satisfied with all that God provided? How many sins have occurred in your life because you 

wanted more, more, more? And have you noticed - no matter how much ‘more’ you get, it’s 

never enough, is it? 

 

How would marriages be different, if spouses treasured each other, and learned that nothing you 

can purchase, nothing you can achieve, will ever be worth more than the love you share with 

your spouse? How many marriages are ruined because someone with a spouse and children starts 

to take them for granted, and starts wandering into a neighbor’s yard? 

 

How would families be different, if parents stopped trying to placate children with purchases, 

and instead taught them to develop disciplines which would allow them to be content with fewer 

things, so that they could be concerned about integrity, courage and faith? 

 

How would our culture be different, if children were taught to put down the electronic devices? 

Children are often allowed to seek more electronic distraction, more entertainment…. While 

never being taught how to sit at a table, respect their elders, develop self-control. 

 

How would you and I be different,  if we really started to thank Christ, each day, for all that he 

has already given us? Our happiness will not be found in more, more, more. 

 

Some of us have already learned that the hard way. We’ve learned that happiness will not be 

found in one more drink, one more purchase, one more affair, one more hour on the computer, 

one more promotion, one more…whatever.  It’s never enough. 

 

We already have enough. We already have what Jesus has given. And as Pope Francis said, 

every time we consume more than we need, and waste what we have,  we are stealing from those 

who are truly poor, and truly in need. 

 

The sinful woman in the Gospel, the sinful king David in the first reading, could both be 



forgiven, because God’s love is so abundant. But in order to receive that gift of forgiveness, we 

need to name that we need it. Name that we are sinners.  

 

In this coming week, if you find yourself standing on the roof of your life, lusting after 

something or someone in your neighbor’s yard…. Stop. Turn around. And look at all that Christ 

our Savior has already done for you. 

 

He died for you. He rose for you. He can forgive you. And that is more than enough! 
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