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Fr. James Martin spoke here at Saint Mary’s last November. He is a Jesuit, an author, speaker 
and commentator. I follow him on facebook. 
 
This past week, Fr. Martin posted a new profile photo. It’s a picture of the campus of Immaculata 
University in Pennsylvania. He was there to give a talk. And the photo showed the campus 
looking just lovely – because it was covered in five inches of new snow… which had fallen there 
….one week ago today. 
 
On that same day, my friend Fr. Michael posted a new profile picture of himself. He was sitting 
by a pool in Orlando. It was 86 degrees. He was sipping an adult beverage. Let’s take a little poll 
– who would you rather be traveling with this week? Fr. Martin, or Fr. Michael? 
 
Looking at Fr. Michael’s picture, by the pool in Orlando, reminded me of the last time that I was 
in Disney World. 
 
One afternoon, the hotel pool was particularly crowded with lots of families. Kids were 
everywhere – splashing in the pool, running around the decks. Everywhere they went, these 
excited kids were screaming, and laughing, and yelling some more. They were having a magical 
time at the magic kingdom. 
 
While the kids were screaming, six moms were sitting near me, enjoying the sun. They were also 
enjoying adult beverages! And, they were having a conversation – which went from schools, to 
soccer teams, to mini vans. 
 
But I noticed something. Even though dozens of kids were screaming and laughing, and even 
though these moms were chatting and talking, each of these moms had an amazing talent. If 
THEIR child yelled out “mom,” they could hear their child’s voice through the chorus of all the 
other children’s voices. If one child sounded distressed, their mom could tell the difference 
between that child’s voice, and every other young voice at that pool – and she would turn to her 
head to look. 
 
Moms – I’m not making this up, am I? Scientists tell us that, even as the child is in its mother’s 
womb, it is learning to recognize mom’s voice. 
 
And, from the moment that child is born, mom listens to that child’s voice.  You learn every 



nuance. Moms can tell whether their child is sad, or happy, or lying to you! And, even when 100 
kids are yelling at the pool in Orlando, you can pick your child’s voice out of the crowd – 
because you have been lovingly listening to that voice for years. 
 
Jesus speaks to us in today’s Gospel, and he tells us that if we are going to be his disciples, then 
we must lovingly learn to listen to his voice.  
 
We need to PRACTICE our listening, so that we will come to know what HIS voice sounds like. 
We can’t just try to listen to Jesus in passing, or on occasion, or in an emergency….we’ve got to 
spend time, every day, attuning our ears to the authentic voice of the true shepherd – the one 
whom we love – who leads us to life. 
 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel, “my sheep hear my voice. I know them. They follow me.” 
 
My sheep hear my voice. 
 
I think that statement by Jesus raises two questions for our pondering this week. 
 
Question One – If Jesus spoke to you today, would you know it was him? Would you hear his 
voice? 
 
How much time have you spent this past week, this past month, really listening for the voice of 
Christ? The mom by the pool really listens for her child’s voice. The sheep in the Gospel 
recognize the shepherd’s voice because they spend each day listening for that voice. That voice 
leads them to safety, to shelter, to nourishment. They’ve learned what that voice sounds like. So 
they follow. How are you listening and learning what Jesus’ voice sounds like? 
 
Fortunately, we are part of a Catholic tradition which provides some trustworthy ways that will 
help us listen well to the voice of Jesus. Our tradition encourages us to: 
 
+ be silent. For awhile. Each day. In that silence, we can shut out some of the clamoring noise of 
our lives, and begin to listen to the still, quiet voice of the Lord. 
+ our tradition tells us that we can listen to the voice of Jesus by reading and praying the 
Scriptures. Do you want to know how Jesus talks? The Gospels will begin to remind you! 
+ We hear the voice of Jesus in the teaching of the Church, in the lives of the Saints, in great 
spiritual writers. Jesus speaks through the people we love, through the promptings of our 
conscience, through the voice of the poor.  
 
The only way to recognize the voice of Jesus in your crisis times is to practice listening to him in 
ordinary times. 



 
Which brings me to my second major question: Is there some common theme, some unique 
accent in the voice of Jesus, which could help us recognize his authentic voice when he speaks? 
 
Actually, I think there are several. As you read the Gospels, you see that Jesus keeps talking 
about forgiveness, and love, and mercy. He keeps talking about self-sacrifice, and faithfulness, 
and truth. And above all, he keeps talking about LIFE. 
 
He said it again today – “My sheep hear my voice… and I give them eternal life.” 
 
When Jesus speaks to you, he will always speak a message that leads to life, abundant life, 
eternal life. The voice of Jesus is that one which keeps telling you that life is a treasure, life is a 
blessing, life is to be celebrated and protected.  
 
If the voice you hear leads you to embrace life and treasure it, then it is Jesus. But Jesus also 
warns us that there are other voices out there – the voices of ‘the thieves’ – which glamorize 
death, which demean life, which trivialize relationships and faithfulness.  
 
Frankly, we Christians need to hear this Gospel message now more than ever. Think about the 
voices which get most of our attention today. What do those voices have in common? They are 
angry. Bernie is yelling at Hillary. Hillary is yelling at Bernie. Cruz is yelling at Trump. Trump 
is yelling at everybody. Pundits are screaming. Neighbors are fighting. People are feuding. 
 
And… Satan is smiling. Satan is smiling because we are listening to the voices which divide us, 
demean us, destroy us. And we keep tuning in, 24 hours a day, on our favorite cable network.  
 
But Jesus, the Shepherd,  invites us to listen, and to follow. He will lead us to abundant life. He 
will speak to your heart. He will show you a way that is different, really different, than the way 
of division and anger. His voice proclaims the message of life, and love.  
 
(It will be our privilege to teach these children to listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd 
throughout their lives.) 
 
 It’s never too late to start listening. It’s never too late to learn what his voice sounds like. Go 
ahead – call out to Jesus. He’s already listening to you. 
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