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Just because I’m presumin’ 

that I could be kind of human 

if I only had a heart… 

 

What movie is that song from? 

 

Yes, The Wizard of Oz! 

 

There are so many great songs in that movie… 

 

“Somewhere over the rainbow…” 

“If I were king of the forest…” 

 

And there are so many great lines in that movie… 

 

“Are you a good witch, or a bad witch?” 

“I’ll get you my pretty, and your little dog too!” 

 

Another favorite line comes when Dorothy and the others are having an audience with the 

Wizard. They were nervous in that huge and imposing hall, and the Wizard appeared to them in 

smoke and fire, with a booming voice. 

 

And then… and then Toto goes to the left and pulls aside a curtain. And the truth is revealed. 

The Wizard was not the frightening image in the grand hall… the Wizard was the humble guy 

from Kansas. And as the curtain is pulled back and the truth revealed, the Wizard says, “Pay no 

attention to the man behind the curtain!” 

 

One of the greatest movies ever. 

 

Today, we are privileged to hear THE greatest story ever, THE greatest narrative in human 

history. We hear the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

There are so many great lines in the Passion, every one of which demands its own homily. Great 

lines like: 

 

“Judas are you betraying me with a kiss?” 

“Before the cock crows you will deny me three times…” 



“We want Barabbas..” 

“Father, forgive them..” 

“Jesus, remember me…” 

 

So many great lines. 

 

Then there are some lines which I usually pass by without a second thought.  I want to focus on 

just one today. 

 

As Jesus dies upon the cross, Luke tells us that “the veil of the temple was torn down the 

middle.”  The veil of the temple. 

 

For the longest time, I wondered why Luke would include a line like that. 

 

Some research helped me to understand what Luke wants us to know as the temple veil is ripped 

open at the moment of Jesus’ death. 

 

The veil in the temple was… a curtain. Behind that curtain was an area of the temple called the  

“Holy of Holies.” Ordinary worshippers could never see what was behind that curtain. The 

Jewish tradition believed that the presence of God was to be found behind that curtain. 

 

They also believed that God was so holy, so supreme, so powerful, that ordinary mortals could 

not bear to look at God’s magnificence! So they put up the veil, the curtain, to protect us from 

being overwhelmed by God’s grandeur.  

 

So when Luke tells us that the veil, the curtain, was ripped apart at the moment of Jesus’ death, 

what he is saying is that the cross of Jesus took away the veil that prevents us from seeing the 

true reality of God, the inner heart of God. The truth about God is no longer hidden. 

 

When we look at the death of Jesus we see right into the heart of God. There is no curtain 

between us and God’s heart.  

 

Our God is not a God of smoke and flames and booming voices… Pay very close attention to the 

God behind the curtain, because he has revealed the truth about himself. 

 

When we look at Jesus, we see who God really is. 

 

 

 



The truth is: 

 

In a violent world, God refuses to be violent. 

In a political system which relied on Death to solve its problems and get rid of its enemies, God 

is the one who proclaims life. 

In a world of lies, God shows himself to be the truth. 

In a world of suffering, God suffers with us in order to to be the healer. 

In a religious system stifled by commandments, God reveals himself to be compassion. 

In a world which praises power, on the cross God reveals his vulnerability. 

In a world full of anger, God overflows forgiveness. 

In a world which blames the stranger and accuses the outcast, God becomes the accused, God 

becomes the outcast. 

In a world where hope and salvation are thought to belong to a precious, pure few, God says to a 

petty thief hanging next to him, ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

 

The curtain has been pulled back. But are we paying attention to the God we see behind the 

curtain? 

 

Many of us still want God to be the imposing, frightening, even violent God of smoke and 

mirrors.  

After all, we are angry – so we want our God to be angry. Not at us, but at our enemies. 

We are violent – so we want our God to be violent. Not toward us, but toward the folks we hate. 

We are judgmental –so we want our God to be judgmental. Not toward us, but toward the people 

we’ve judged to be sinners. 

We are impatient, unkind, unbending. We are caught in endless cycles of sin and shame… so we 

like an image of God who booms in a loud voice, who gives us permission to be unbending. 

 

And then… the curtain is pulled aside, and the veil is torn in two, and we see the truth. We see 

our God. We see Christ broken, crowned with thorns, vulnerable, alone. Whispering forgiveness, 

calling us home, breathing his last. 

 

If you’ve been looking for God in all of the wrong places, today you have a chance to look 

behind the curtain. 

 

When you look at the truth of Christ crucified, you will find God… 

 

.. not in your strength, but in your weakness. 

… You will find God, not in that self-image you work so hard to hide behind, but in the 

imperfect and wounded truth of who you really are. 

You will see Christ, not in the rich and famous, not in the arrogant, not in the angry and power-



hungry… you will see Christ wherever human beings are vulnerable, wherever there is suffering, 

wherever there are wounds, wherever there is fear, whenever there is sadness. 

 

That is where you will find him, in your life, and the life of the world. Our God has a heart. And 

God’s heart knows heartbreak. Pay great attention to the God behind the curtain. 
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