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It was raw video, streaming live from the scene of one of Wednesday’s tornados in Virginia. A 

family, standing in front of their ruined house. Cries, shouts and tears as they slowly began to 

hear the news – a young member of the family was dead. 

 

Raw emotion. Profound sadness. Tears and hugs. What do you say in a moment like that? No 

words can heal the pain of so much loss. 

 

The camera kept rolling. I almost wished they would stop broadcasting this family’s pain in 

living color. 

 

Then I saw someone come into the picture from one side of the screen. A large woman, with 

open arms. One of the grieving parents fell into the woman’s embrace. And I could hear her 

repeating over and over again to the grieving parent – “I’m here. I’m here for you.” 

 

There are times in life when pain, and fear, and loss, and the cross, are real and raw. Times when 

nothing can put things back together again, and nothing can bring back what we’ve lost or who 

we’ve lost. And the only thing that is worse than the reality of those moments, is to feel as 

though we have to go through them alone. 

 

In those moments, one of the greatest gifts we can receive is when someone we love opens their 

arms, embraces us, and says, “I’m here. I’m here for you.” 

 

For instance…  

 

When a child has a nightmare and wakes up afraid, how much comfort is given when mom or 

dad snuggles up close and says, “I’m here.” 

 

When a wife is in hospice care facing the last few hours here on earth, how sacred it is when her 

husband sits by her bed, holding her hand, letting her know she is not alone, as he says to her, 

“I’m here for you honey.” 

 

When a friend hears the word “cancer” from their doctor; what a gift it is when you sit down to 

talk with them, and you let them know that no matter what happens, “I’m here for you.” 

 

Whether we’re struggling with depression, trying to find a job, experiencing a divorce, fearful 

about the future, heartbroken… it is such a gift when someone says to us, “I’m here for you.” 



 

The people of Israel had been suffering and struggling too long. They were slaves in Egypt. 

Mercilessly driven by their task masters. Starved. Beaten. And God, it seemed, stayed silent. 

 

Until… until Moses became distracted by a seemingly ordinary bush which gleamed in an 

extraordinary way. God told Moses to assure the people of Israel that their prayers had been 

heard and that their sufferings would not vanquish them. 

 

Moses was sent by God. But before Moses left, he asked God a simple question: “What is your 

name? The people are going to want to know who you are. So, God – what’s your name?” 

 

And, in Hebrew, God answers, “Ehyeh-asher-Ehyeh.” In Greek, it’s “ego eimi ho on.” In Latin, 

it’s “Ego sum qui sum.” And in our English translation, it’s “I am who am.” 

 

Tell the people of Israel, the name of your God is “I AM.” 

 

Great, except… except that this English translation of God’s name – “I am who am” – is rather 

flat. According to Cardinal Walter Kasper, God’s name, spoken from the burning bush, is an 

active name. Kasper says that the Hebrew letters reveal something more than our English 

translation gets across. Kasper says that the Hebrew really means that our God is a God of 

relationships. So, he says, the best way to translate the name of God from the book of Exodus is 

this: God’s name is “I am the one who is here for you.” God’s name is, “I’m here for you.” 

 

And if you read the rest of the Bible, you know that this is true. No matter what happens to 

God’s people, no matter what sins they commit, no matter what prayer they pray, God’s answer 

is always the same: “I’m here for you. I am the God who is here for you.” And because God is 

always there for them, they are able to rejoice in their blessings, and hope in the midst of their 

tragedies. They know that God is saying to them – “I’m here for you. I AM.” 

 

And this is the God whom Jesus reveals to his disciples, and to us. In fact, Jesus IS this God! In 

Jesus we see, uniquely, the face of the God who is always here for us. When people were sick, 

Jesus was there for them. When they were hungry, Jesus was there for them. When they were 

trapped by lies, caught in fear, bound by pain, Jesus was there for them. When they did not know 

what they were supposed to do, Jesus was there for them. 

 

And he is here for us.  

 

How would your life change if, in the weeks ahead, you understood and believed that God 

answers every one of your prayers in exactly the same way? How would your life change if, 

every time you offered a pray to the Lord, you understood that Jesus replied with the same four 



words. How would your life change if you understood that God’s answer to every one of your 

prayers is: “I’m here for you.” 

 

Lord, my child was in an accident! I’m here for you. 

Lord, my spouse can’t find a job! I’m here for you. 

Lord, my cancer is more serious than I thought. I’m here for you. 

Lord, I don’t know what I’m supposed to be when I grow up! I’m here for you. 

Jesus, I am so impatient with my boss, my children, my spouse. I’m here for you. 

Jesus, the church seems to have so many problems right now. I’m here for you. 

Jesus, the jokers in Washington are driving me crazy. I’m here for you. 

Jesus, I’m so lonely at times, tired at times, confused at times, angry at times. I’m here for you. 

 

The answer to every one of your prayers is, in fact, the name of God. Ehyeh asher Ehyeh. “I’m 

here for you.” That’s who God is. 

 

The fig tree in today’s Gospel is constantly receiving care, taking nutrients, being tended to, 

without producing anything for anyone. But our God is constantly reaching out, lifting us up, 

speaking words of hope, teaching us the truth, showing us the way. The barren fig tree is 

constantly consuming – our God is constantly caring. The barren tree takes – Jesus gives. The 

barren tree may die – Jesus lives. For us.  

 

You are created in the image of God. So, in some way, you bear God’s name too. We must not be 

barren, like the fig tree. We must be bountiful, like our God. There are so many people near us, 

and around our world, who need hope, who need help.  

 

God may not set a bush ablaze – God wants to set YOU ablaze with his love! And God wants to 

send you to your neighbor, to the stranger, to the suffering and the struggling. God sends you in 

his name, so that every struggling person may know that they are not alone… that we are here 

for them, in the name of Jesus. 

 

God sends you in his name, so that everyone may know what we already know – that our help 

comes from Jesus Christ, who says to us in this Eucharist: “I’m here for you.” 
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