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It has started already. Even though we are only in February of 2016, every cable TV 
network is filled with conversations about the presidential election in November. Are you 
tired of it? 
 
Just last week, I listened to a panel of ‘experts,’ who said that the primary elections give 
the candidates a chance to DEFINE themselves. 
 
Hillary has to define herself more clearly, they said. Marco and Bernie have to define 
themselves.  Donald Trump, they said, has to RE-define himself, along with Jeb or Ted or 
this one or that one. 
 
Something struck me as I listened to these ‘experts:’ they all agreed that politicians have 
to “define themselves” in order to get elected. And if their persona is not connecting with 
voters, the experts tell us that the candidates can simply re-define themselves until they 
find the persona that “works,” and gets them elected. 
 
So I wondered out loud - is any candidate willing to be authentic and honest, rather than 
re-defining themselves based on the latest polling data? 
 
When we meet Jesus in today’s Gospel, he is at the beginning if his public ministry, at 
the beginning of what we might call his “campaign” to announce the Good News of 
God’s kingdom.  
 
And in this section of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has the chance to define who he is. 
 
Who is he? 
 
 He is the one who is going to do things God’s way.  
 
No matter what temptations are thrown across his path, Jesus defines his life by this basic 
truth: I am always going to do things God’s way. 
 
Jesus is in the desert east of Jerusalem. He just had a powerful experience of the Holy 
Spirit when he was baptized in the Jordon River. 
 
But now, in the dryness of the desert, Satan, slithers close to the ear of Jesus. And the 
devil asks, “You’re the beloved Son of God, aren’t you? Well, if you are, why would God 
ask his beloved Son to be hungry? Stop fasting, Jesus. Use your powers to take care of 
your needs.  Turn these stones into bread!” 
 



And, in effect, Jesus answers - “My belly does not define me. And my power does not 
define me. Faithfulness to God the Father defines who I am. So I will fast when God tells 
me to fast. I will eat when God tells me to eat. I am God’s child. I am God’s son. That’s 
who I am. So I will do things God’s way.” 
 
Have you ever noticed that, just when you think you’ve overcome one form of 
temptation, another one comes along? Well, it happens to Jesus too! 
 
The devil failed in his first attempt – but he’s not giving up. So he tempts Jesus a second 
time:  
 
“Worship me, and I will give you power. Worship me, and I will give you authority. 
Worship me, and you can define your success through worldly power.” 
 
But Jesus knows who he is, and he knows who his Father is. Jesus knows that this 
relationship – the relationship between our Father in heaven and us – defines who we are, 
and it defines whom we should worship. Jesus is God’s son. So he will do things God’s 
way. 
 
Satan will not stop. And he even quotes the scriptures to tempt Christ. But no - Jesus will 
not jump off a high tower, just to attract a crowd fascinated by glitz and glitter and 
miracle shows. 
 
Jesus will carry out his mission the way that God told him to – with humility,  with trust, 
and love. Jesus will worship and serve his heavenly Father. His life is defined by that 
obedience. He will live his life the way God intends. 
 
Jesus starts his public ministry doing things God’s way. And all the way to Calvary, Jesus 
keeps saying ‘yes’ to God’s plan. 
 
So, what about us? Satan still slithers up and whispers in our ears, “Do you REALLY 
have to do things God’s way?”  
 
Back in the Garden of Eden, Satan convinced Adam and Eve to define themselves as the 
man and woman who thought they knew better than God. 
 
And Satan has been tempting humanity in the same way ever since. He slithers up to you 
and asks, “Did God REALLY say that? Did God really that you have to forgive 70 x 7? 
Really? Oh, Come on now! You and I both know how good it feels to be angry!” 
 
See how he lies? See how he tempts us? 
 
Satan slithers up and asks, “Did God really say that you cannot serve both God and 
money?  Come on! God obviously doesn’t understand how the real world works. 
Everyone knows that the more money you have, the happier you are….” Lies. 
 



Satan asks, “Did God really say that you should not covet your neighbor’s goods, your 
neighbor’s life, your neighbor’s wife? Come on now! A little jealousy, a little infidelity 
never hurt anybody!” Lies. 
 
Satan asks, “Did God really say ‘Love your enemies?’ Well, obviously God did not know 
your boss or your former spouse! Love your enemy? Clearly God did not know those 
terrorists. Sometimes people hurt you, and you need to hurt them back. That’s what 
justice is.” Satan’s temptations… 
 
Satan tempts you, saying, “Did God really say that you have to pick up your cross each 
day? Come on now! Why would a loving God ask his children to do anything hard? ” 
 
You get the idea.  
 
This week, we have entered into the holy season of preparation, repentance, and Gospel 
honesty. We have entered into the season of Lent. 
 
This is my 53rd Lent. After 53 years, I am finally beginning to learn that I am very good 
at rationalizing. I am very good at not dealing with what’s real in my life. I am very good 
at listening to the devil’s empty promises. 
 
 
 
And since I am so good at fooling myself, I need a season like Lent, which calls me to 
allow the loving and purifying light of Christ’s Gospel to shine into every nook and 
cranny of my life, so that it can be transformed by the saving grace of my savior. 
 
I need to draw closer to Christ, the light, so that what I still try to hide in darkness can be 
revealed by his light and truth. 
 
Since ancient times, the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving form some of the 
flavor of the Lenten season. I pray more, so that I can hear the voice of my savior, and 
stop listening to the devil’s tempting lies. 
 
I eat less, so that I can name my deep hunger for God. I give alms, I am charitable, I give 
from my need,  so that God may be worshipped and others may be blessed. 
 
And I do all of this with God’s help, so that I can stop trying to define myself by tempting 
messages and falsehoods.  
 
It takes so much energy to pretend to be someone I’m not. It is exhausting to allow 
something or someone else to define me. 
  
So I enter this season of Lent with an honest desire to look at my life with Gospel 
honesty. 
 



I enter this season seeking to repent of my sins, and know that I am forgiven. 
 
I enter this season, seeking to grow in holiness by growing in discipleship and service. 
 
I enter this season, seeking the God-given strength I need to say ‘no’ to Satan’s lies… 
Seeking the strength I need to say, as Jesus said in the desert, “my life is defined by one 
thing – I am a child of God, and I do things God’s way.” 
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