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Aunt Nancy and my mom were the first to see the smoke. 

 

We were living on the farm in the 1960’s, and just behind our house was a large field that was 

sometimes used for corn, and other times was left to grow clover. 

 

This particular summer was very dry, and the clover in the field turned brown and brittle. And at 

some point on a hot afternoon, Aunt Nancy and my mother saw smoke in the field…  then they 

saw fire.  

 

One of them tried to call the fire department, but the phones were not working. The two of them 

grabbed brooms and buckets of water, and went right into the field. They dipped the brooms into 

water and started to beat the flames down. My job was to carry the buckets back to the house to 

refill them. 

 

Even at age 4 or 5, I could sense how dangerous the situation was. The whole field was dry. This 

fire could spread. 

At one point, I noticed two pick-up trucks on the dirt road. They slowed down enough to look at 

the two women fighting a fire by themselves, then they  drove off. 

 

Just when it seemed like the fire was going to get completely out of control, Mrs. Berger, who 

lived down the road, showed up with a broom. Mrs. Berger said, “I saw the smoke, so I came.” 

 

Then, Mrs. Schaffer showed up. She had an old fire extinguisher and a shovel. “I saw the 

smoke,” she said, “so I came.” 

 

Then two fellows from the next farm over arrived in a truck. “we saw the smoke, so we came.” 

 

With their help, the fire was extinguished. 

 

We saw… and we came.  

 

Isn’t it interesting that these two verbs are at the core of the wisdom of the Magi? 

 

When the Magi arrived in Jerusalem and spoke with King Herod, notice what they say about the 



reason for their visit. The Magi say to Herod, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw 

his start at its rising, and have come to do him homage.” 

 

We saw… we came. 

 

According to the scriptures, the Magi are wise people because they paid attention to the signs of 

the times. They knew that even nature itself could be used by God to communicate the divine 

message. 

 

The Magi are willing to travel a long distance to adore the newborn king. These non-Jewish 

foreigners were among the first to recognize that something wonderful was happening for all 

people. 

 

The Magi were folks who paid attention. They looked at their world. They looked at the people 

in their world. They knew that God has lots of ways of revealing himself in the lives of people. 

 

And they noticed something in the sky… a star, a light, brightness in the dark. They saw. And 

they came. They followed God’s lead, and they came to the place where God was in the flesh. 

 

They saw, and they came. 

 

But… other people saw, and did not come. 

 

King Herod and his experts and his priests – they all had the chance to look up into the same 

night sky. If they looked up, they saw exactly the same thing that the Magi saw. But Herod and 

his experts did not come. 

 

And even worse, Herod and his flunkies saw the Magi standing right there in front of them, 

saying that the Messiah had been born. But they did not come to Bethlehem. They stayed put, 

where they were. Where they thought they had power. Where they thought they were in control. 

 

In modern times, we call this the feast of the “Epiphany.” In ancient times, this was also called 

the feast of the Manifestation. It is the feast in which God reveals the saving truth. Jesus is the 

Son of God: he is God in the flesh. And he has come, not only to save the Jewish people, but to 

save all people.  

 

The Magi, who are not Jewish, saw his star. They come, and they see for themselves that this 

child is not just an ordinary child – this child is God’s mercy made tangible. This is the 

manifestation, the showing forth, of God’s desire to save every woman, every man, every child. 

The Magi were paying attention, and they noticed that God was up to something important in 



Bethlehem. They saw, and were willing to come. 

 

Brothers and sisters, no matter what other New Year’s resolutions you’ve made for yourself, I 

ask you to add two more to your list. I challenge each of you, I challenge us as a parish, to allow 

the Magi to be our role models in the New Year. So in 2016, let two verbs be your resolution – 

see, and come. 

 

Be like the Magi: SEE.  Pay attention to the fact that the God who created our world is still 

communicating to us through the people and places and things of this world. The Magi took the 

time to notice – they noticed a pin prick of light in the night sky, and they followed that small 

light until they saw THE light, Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

Jesus Christ is revealing his presence to you, he is manifesting his love and mercy for you, in 

everything big and small. Do you see? Are you looking? Are you noticing the God who wakes 

you up in the morning? Are you noticing the God who provides the food you eat and the air you 

breathe? Are you looking for Christ in the people you encounter, in the beauty of creation, in the 

music that you hear, in the work you have to do? 

 

We Catholics look at bits of bread and sips of wine in the Eucharist, and we see something much 

more than bread and wine… we see Christ, the Prince of Peace, tangible for us.  If we can 

recognize him in bits of bread and sips of wine, then surely we can see him in people, in creation, 

in time we spend, in a star in the sky. 

 

But not only that… don’t just look for signs of God’s presence. Be willing to see those places 

and situations in life where God needs you to be, where God needs you to help. 

 

Back when Aunt Nancy and Mom were trying to put out a fire, some neighbors saw the smoke… 

so they came… to help. 

 

When you look at the world, as you look at your daily life, surely there is some place where you 

see a sign that God needs you to go somewhere, or do something, or show up, ready and willing 

to help, to lend a hand, to be a blessing. 

 

There are lots of people who see suffering, who see injustice, who see pain. And although the see 

it, their only response is, “Someone ought to do something about that!” They see, but they don’t 

come. 

 

In 2016, let’s be people who not only see, but who come… who come when Christ calls, who 

come with a desire to pitch in, who come ready to make a difference.  

 



Would it be easier to see and stay home? Sure. But nothing gets better if God’s people stay 

home, and the fires only continue to spread. 

 

We saw… we came. Excellent wisdom from the Magi. Excellent resolutions for a new year. 

 

And an excellent way to give praise to God… the God who always sees us, the God who always 

notices our need… the God who always comes to help. 
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