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He knows if you’ve been bad or good so be good for goodness sake…. 

 

When I was a boy, back in the days before cable tv, before DVD’s, it was exciting when our 

family gathered around the Zenith television, and we watched the broadcast of our favorite 

Christmas shows. 

 

Each show had a theme song. Songs like, “Then how the reindeer loved him, as they shouted out 

with glee….” 

 

Or “For when they placed it on his head he began to dance around…” 

 

50 years ago this month, my favorite Christmas cartoon was broadcast for the first time. You 

know it: “Christmas time is here, happiness and cheer, joy for all, the children call their favorite 

time of year…” 

 

I was 2 years old when the Charlie Brown Christmas first aired on network TV. I love the music, 

and I love the characters… 

 

I love Charlie Brown… always trying to kick that football. 

Lucy… always pulling the football away. 

You never see Schroeder without his piano. 

You never see Pig Pen without his could do dust and dirty. 

 

And you never see Linus without his security blanket. 

Wherever Linus goes, he has that blue security blanket wrapped around him. Sometimes, he 

wraps that blanket around himself and sucks his thumb.  

 

People carry security blankets … because they are afraid. They carry blankets because they are 

carrying fears that they don’t know how to cope with. 

 

The world is scary, so some folks hunker down, & use their blanket to hide. They are afraid. 

 

But it turns out that Linus – the boy with the security blanket - is the star of the Charlie Brown 

Christmas! 

 



At one point, Charlie Brown has once again messed up everything. He got the wrong tree. He 

couldn’t direct the Christmas play. And in frustration, Charlie Brown cries out, “Isn’t there 

anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” 

 

Linus steps to the center of the stage and says, “lights please…” And then Linus proclaims the 

Gospel passage that you just heard: 

 

There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over the flocks by night. 

 

And lo, the angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shown around about 

them, and they were very much afraid.  

 

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not, for behold I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall 

be to all people. For unto you in born this day in the city of David, a savior who is Christ the 

Lord.” 

 

Linus walks off stage and says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown….” 

 

I watched that show the other night, and I saw something that I had not noticed in 50 years. 

What I noticed was this: when Linus gets to the part where the Angel says, “Fear not, for behold 

I bring you tiding of great joy…” - at that very moment - Linus drops his blanket.  

 

He drops his blanket, he drops what he’s been using to try to cope with a scary world, he drops 

his false security, and he smiles. 

 

I think that the creator of the Charlie Brown series was telling us the same truth that the angels 

first proclaimed in Bethlehem.  

 

And that truth is this – the birth of Jesus separates us from our fears. 

 

In fact, I believe that Christ is born precisely so that we can drop our blankets, drop our fears, let 

go of our false securities. Then, we learn to cling to God, who has overcome everything we could 

ever be afraid of. 

 

Whenever an angel appears to anyone in the Christmas narrative, the first thing the angel says is 

“fear not.” An angel says to Mary, “fear not.” An angel says to Joseph, “Fear not.” An angel says 

to the shepherds, “fear not.” 

 

The angels are saying: “Drop your blankets. You don’t have to be overcome by fear any more. 

Drop your blankets. You don’t need any of the false security blankets of this world in order to 



cope with reality. 

 

The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is the key to living fearlessly. 

 

How?  

 

Well, think of it this way. Jesus IS God-in-the-flesh. Jesus IS God’s-love-made-tangible. Jesus IS 

God, embracing the reality of human existence, experiencing human life with its blessings AND 

its limitations.  

 

For instance: when Christ is wrapped in swaddling clothes, he can’t do anything on his own. He 

is dependent on others for everything.  He can’t move. He is helpless. 

 

And aren’t their times when life tries to do that to us? Aren’t there times when life tries to 

swaddle us, making us feel helpless, making us feel totally dependent, unsure what to do? 

 

And when we feel helpless, many of us become… afraid. 

 

We’re afraid of what we cannot fix, cannot change, cannot control.  We can be wrapped in fear 

at that moment. 

 

But the baby of Bethlehem says to us, “Don’t be afraid. Nothing could keep me swaddled, and 

nothing will keep you swaddled.”  

 

We have a God who knows what it is to feel helpless. But that God came to earth precisely to 

overcome everything that makes us feel helpless and afraid. 

 

Think of all the frightening things that Jesus faced in life. He faced illness, he faced rejection. He 

faced a family and neighbors who didn’t understand him. He faced religious and political leaders 

who hated him.  

 

He carried his cross,  and they crucified him. And once again they wrapped him in cloths. They 

laid him in the tomb. 

 

Is there anything we fear more  than the tomb? 

 

Yet, our God went into the scariest place, the most hopeless place. And he could not be 

contained there. He could not be tied up there. The cloths were left behind. And he rose. And we 

rise with him. 

 



Brothers and sisters, no matter we may be afraid of tonight, Jesus has already experienced it, 

Jesus already knows it,  and Jesus has already overcome it. 

 

Jesus stretches out his arms from that manger, God’s love reaches out to us from Bethlehem, 

God’s angel calls out to us on a rainy night, “Just drop your blanket. Don’t be afraid. You don’t 

have to hide. Your worries are not as big as God’s heart, and your fears are less powerful than 

God’s love. 

 

There are lots of lots of things we try to cling to in order to deal with a sometimes scary or 

confusing world. We seek security in lots of things and people which will let us down in the end.  

 

But the only One who will never let us down is the one who always lifts us up. Up to life. Up to 

love. Up to the heart of God. 

 

For a long time, Linus carried the burden of his fears, a blanket for hiding.  But 50 years ago, 

Linus experienced a moment when he could drop his blanket, and embrace the gift of God’s Son 

in the flesh. Linus listened and the angel said ‘fear not.’ 

 

As you come forward for communion tonight, listen. The angel is saying the same thing to you. 

“Fear not. Drop your blanket. You don’t have to be controlled by your fears. Let go of what 

holds you back. Open your hands and heart to the miracle of Bethlehem, the miracle of the 

Eucharist… Our God is real, our God in tangible, our God is here. Nothing to fear.  

 

 

Copyright 2015 by Rev. Michael A. Renninger  


