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“28… 29… 30… Ready or not, here I come!” 

 

When I was a child, I loved to play Hide and Seek, especially since I grew up on a farm. 

 

On a farm, there are so many places to hide! It’s fun to be tucked away in the chicken coop, or 

behind a hay bale, hearing people run by and shouting, “Where are you?” 

 

But every once in awhile, the “Hide and Seek” game was not fun. Like that Memorial Day, when 

all 18 of the grandchildren were at the farm for the family picnic. Cousin Kurt was “It.” He hid 

his eyes, and started counting… “one, two, three.” We ran to hide. 

 

I hid in the corn crib. Kurt yell “28… 29.. 30. Ready or not, here I come.” 

 

I stayed still. And waited.  I could hear my cousins yelling as the game progressed - the shouting 

when someone was found. Eventually I heard Kurt yelling, “Mike, where are you?” I stayed 

hidden. I kept waiting… 

 

Then it dawned on me – “no one is coming to look for me.”  

 

I emerged from the corn crib, dusty and hot, and walked sadly back to the picnic. I kept 

muttering to myself, “no one came to find me.” 

 

Later, I found out that when Kurt started shouting, “Mike, where are you?” it was because lunch 

was ready and it was time to eat! 

 

But I still remember how sad I was when I thought that no one was coming to find me. Kurt was 

yelling, “Mike where are you,” but I stayed hidden. 

 

In the Book of Genesis, God is the one who shouts “Where are you?” And it is humanity - it is 

Adam and Eve - who try to stay out of sight. They are playing a sad game of hide and seek… 

with the God who made them. 

 

They are hiding because they are ashamed. God had given them everything, and they said to 

God, “It’s not enough. We want more!” God put them in right relationship with themselves, with 



the earth and all its creatures, and with God. All is just. All is right. We call it paradise. 

 

And this God, who gave human beings everything they need, simply asked, “Listen to me, and 

follow my lead.” And Adam and Eve said, “No. we don’t need you. No. We will not follow you. 

No. We will do things our way. We will be our own gods.” 

 

They ate the fruit. And their eyes were opened. And they were ashamed. Not of their bodies. 

They were ashamed of the truth about what they had done, ashamed of who they had become. 

They think they can hide. 

 

And God shouts, “where are you?” 

 

That question is both ironic and poignant.  

 

Ironic because they are trying to hide from God. Which is impossible. But they tried it. And so 

do we. 

 

Poignant because God’s question, “where are you?” could be the most important question we 

ever pray about. Where are you? Where are you in your life? Where are you in your prayer life? 

Where are you in your faith life? Where are you in your marriage? Where are you as a parent, or 

as a child, as a friend? Where are you as a person? Where are you – should you be there? 

 

Even after God finds them, Adam and Eve keep trying to hide. “She made me do. The snake 

made me do it. The devil made me do it!” 

 

Still hiding. Still lying to themselves. Still not understanding that we cannot hide from God… he 

will always come and find us, even when we’re lost. 

 

Mary was not lost. She was minding her business, perhaps thinking about what it would be like 

when she and Joseph started to live together as husband and wife. She was not hiding. 

 

Then God came to her, and found her, and spoke to her through the Angel Gabriel. And God did 

not have to ask, “Mary, where are you.” Rather, God asked, “Mary, will you?” 

 

“Mary, will you say ‘yes,’ will you give birth to the Son of God? Will you allow the word to 

become flesh, in you?” 

 

“Mary, will you say yes?” 

 

Mary had questions. She was smart, and strong, and courageous. And she came to understand 



that while SHE was not lost, while SHE was not hiding, God wanted to take flesh in her because 

the whole human race was lost… lost because of our selfishness and sin, lost because we keep 

saying “It’s not enough” to the God who gives us everything.  

 

God wanted to send Jesus to be one of us, so that we could see how foolish it is whenever we 

still try to hide from God. But we do: we try to hide from God: 

 

+ we hide behind our busy schedules 

+  we hide from God behind our facades, our wealth, our stuff, our acocmplishments 

+ we hide from God behind our pride, our anger, our ambition 

+ we hide from God behind our rationalizations, our failure to pray, our unwillingness to serve  

+ we keep trying to hide. Because we sin. Because we are ashamed. 

 

And then… the God who loves us gently calls out, “Where are you?” And the Christ who was 

born through the Virgin Mary gently says, “You don’t have to hide. Don’t be ashamed. I lived, 

and died, and rose, so that you could live, and be forgiven, and experience mercy, and live 

forever.” 

 

No more hiding. God has come to find us.  

 

Throughout the Catholic world, this feast is the official beginning of a special Year of Mercy. 

Pope Francis has asked us to observe and celebrate this Year of Mercy because so many of us - 

so many people throughout the world - live in fear, hide from things, yearn for hope, struggle 

with daily sin and strife. 

 

Pope Francis wants us to know, this year, that we never have to hide from Christ, or each other, 

or ourselves, again. God’s mercy is stronger than any sin we’ve committed. He sent Christ to 

find us, even when we feel lost or ashamed. 

 

And if we come to experience God’s mercy more richly in the year ahead, the Holy Spirit will 

overshadow us, and lead us to be more merciful and just in the way that we treat one another. No 

more blaming. No more shouting. No more hating. Just God’s mercy. 

 

A feast of Mary – the one who was not lost, the one who said ‘yes.’ A season of Advent – a 

season of Christ’s coming. A Year of Mercy – mercy beyond our imagining.  

 

The merciful Christ is here, at this table, to assure us that, on the days when we feel lost, on days 

when we are tempted to hide, when we’re certain that no one is coming to look for us, Christ is 

already here. He’s already found you. 

 



And he is here, at this table, sending us forth so that we can become his presence in a world full 

of folks who still want to hide. 

 

28… 29… 30… ready or not. Here he comes. 
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