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It’s how we begin every celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

I turn to the parents of the infants and I ask: “What name have you given to your 

child?” 

 

Names are important. Our parents give us our names, and everyone – including 

God - will call me by the name that my mom and dad gave me. 

 

Names are important. And they mean something!  There was my best friend in 4th 

grade, Christopher. That name means “Christ-bearer.” I had a neighbor named 

“Peter,” which of course means “rock.” And my dear friend, “Elizabeth.” That 

name means  “God is my abundance.” 

 

Eventually, I did some research on my own name, “Michael.” 

 

I found out that part of my name, “EL”, means God. It is found in lots of Hebrew 

names: like Raphael & Gabriel.  

 

You can imagine my delight when I discovered that my name, “Micha-El,” is a 

Hebrew word meaning, “Who is like God!” 

 

In today’s first reading, we hear about a biblical figure named “Michael.” The 

context of this reading is crucial, and timely. 

 

In the Book of Daniel, we hear a prophecy concerning a terrible time in the life of 

the Jewish people.  

 

Violence was everywhere. Foreign enemies were attacking  from every side… and 

the enemies were winning. The people of Israel feared that their very way of life 

was doomed. It was a time of terror, and loss and sadness. 

 



People wondered how anything good could come of this. They wondered where 

God had gone. 

 

Sound familiar? 

 

In the midst of this chaos and violence, Daniel the prophet has a vision. 

 

And through the prophet God says: 

 

“At that time (that is, at the time when you feel hopeless!), I will send someone to 

lead you, and to help you, and to teach you what is just.” 

 

And who is this ‘someone’ that God is going to send? God says, “I will send you… 

Michael…” 

 

Many scholars say that the “Michael” referred to here is the figure we Christians 

would eventually call “St. Michael the archangel.”  

 

But remember, every name means something. God is speaking to his suffering, 

frightened people, and God says to them, “help is on the way. Hope is possible. 

Transformation will occur.  Because I am sending someone named Michael.” 

 

But “Micha-El” means “who is like God.” And if you read the full history of the 

Nation of Israel, what you discover is this – every time disaster hit; every time 

violence reigned; every time people were convinced that the end of their 

civilization was near… God changed things,  by sending a person or persons to 

Israel.  

 

And what did all of those people have in common? They were “like God.” That is, 

they thought like God, responded like God, cared like God. They were human 

beings, but they were so focused on loving and serving God that they were 

becoming more and more like God. 

 

And these people were the ones who brought light to darkness, brought hope to the 

hopeless, brought healing to the brokenhearted. 



 

They were all “Micha-el.” That is, they were all “like God.” That is what the name 

means – that is how these people tried to live, each day. And because of that, God 

worked through them, and saved his people. Every time.  

 

So – the Michael mentioned in the Book of Daniel may not simply be one person – 

the Michael mentioned here may be EVERY person who tries to respond to the 

world and its events in precisely the way that God calls us to respond. 

 

And in every age, the world needs “Micha-els,” that is, the world needs people 

who are passionately committed to living as God calls us to live, and loving as God 

calls us to love, and speaking the truth which only God can provide.  

 

And that is how, in every age, God’s people overcome the darkness. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about the end times. He speaks of tribulation, and 

darkness, and the end of the world as we know it. 

 

And he promises that God will not abandon us - ever. 

 

But there is a problem with a Gospel passage such as this:  in every century, people 

have read this Gospel and said, “It’s happening now! The end is here! The world as 

we know it is over!” 

 

Friday was a very dark and difficult day in Paris. In our pain we turn to prayer – at 

least I hope we are turning to prayer! And in the painful hours since, I’ve already 

heard people on TV saying things like, “Our way of life is coming to an end.” Or, 

“This problem is so complex that it cannot be solved.” Or, “this is just the 

beginning of the destruction of our world.” In the face of so much loss, I 

understand that fear. 

 

But Christ has told us that “fear is useless, what is needed is trust.” And maybe that 

trust finds its roots in our willingness to remember… to remember the fact that, in 

every century, people have faced fearful, awful things, and have become 

convinced, in their times, that this was the END of times. 



 

But remember … centuries before Christ, when Israel was being attacked by its 

enemies and all seemed lost, God did not abandon them. God sent “Micha-els,” 

that is, people who tried to live the Godly life… and Israel found hope. 

 

And there was another Friday in November when the streets of Parish were violent 

and lawless. It was November of 1790, in the middle of the French revolution, 

when many believed that the world as they knew it was over, and that they would 

never experience peace again. But light came to the darkness. 

 

And there was a Friday in November when our nation was consumed by the 

violence. It was November of 1862, in the midst of the civil war. And an already 

war-weary nation wondered, will we ever see peace again? 

 

Then there was that November 14 in 1940, when 437 German planes bombed the 

English city of Coventry, destroying 60,000 buildings, including the cathedral. The 

Germans were on the march all over Europe. And people wondered, is this the end 

of freedom?  

 

And there was November 14, 1965, when we sent 90,000 troops to Vietnam. And 

people feared the future. 

 

Jesus said, ‘fear is useless.” Trust is born when we recall that our ancestors have 

faced great challenges. They have faced darkness and fears. 

 

And in every age, there has been a temptation to conclude that there is no hope, 

and there is no help. 

 

Then God works through “Micha-els,” that is, through people who are willing to 

live like God, and love like God, and serve like God. And through them, light 

shines in the darkness, and truth is known, and hope restored. 

 

In that sense, the greatest “Micha-el” is Jesus! He changed the world, because he is 

not only “like God…” he IS God. And he showed us how to live like God. 

 



So it will be our privilege, in the years ahead, to teach these children who God is, 

and how they can see God in the person of Jesus. 

 

And it will be our privilege to teach these children that they, too, can change the 

world if they become a “Micha-el,” a person who strives, each day, to be like God. 
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