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His name is David Kish. But his friends call him “The Batman.” 

 

When David was two, he loved to run, and play and climb. But then doctors discovered that he 

had cancer in his eyes. At the age of two, little David had surgery which removed both of his 

eyes. He was now blind. 

 

As his mother took him home, doctors kept telling her all of the things that “blind people cannot 

do.” It would be up to her, they said, to teach little David what he could not do, now that he was 

blind. 

 

But when she got him home, little David went right back to running, climbing and playing. 

Every time she turned around, her little son was playing tag, and climbing trees. 

 

Soon, his mother noticed that David kept making a sound. A clicking sound. Eventually, she 

figured out what he was doing. David had learned that if he made a clicking sound and listened 

very carefully, he could figure out what was around him. 

 

In a sense, he was doing what bats have always done! Bats make a noise, and then the noise 

bounces back to them. It’s a kind of natural radar.  

 

Well, little David Kish taught himself the same skill. He ‘clicks,’ and as he listens he can tell 

what is in front of him. So much so that, by the age of 8, he could ride his bike in the 

neighborhood. He still rides his bike, and climbs trees, now that he is in his 40’s. 

 

David walked to school every day by himself. At school, he got his own lunch, and played at 

gym class. 

 

David did not think of himself as blind – so no one treated him that way either. 

 

Until… until the day that a new student came to the school. This new student was also blind. He 

had attended another school where his teachers kept telling him what he could not do. He could 

not get his own lunch...  He could not run… “Blind people can’t do that.”  

 

This other boy had been told what he could not do. So the students at the new school treated him 

that way too. 



 

But here is the hard part: the students also started to treat David Kish like a blind person. For the 

first time in his life, the blind boy who had taught himself how to ride a bike was being treated 

like a blind boy.  

 

And he hated it. 

 

So he decided that he would dedicate the rest of his life to teaching other blind children how to 

succeed. And he dedicated himself to making sure that adults would never say to children, “blind 

people can’t do that.” 

 

It’s hard to argue with the blind guy who is riding his bike! 

 

When we meet Bartimaeus in today’s Gospel, he is not riding a bike.  He is doing exactly what 

people expected from a blind person in Jesus’ day. He was sitting by the side of the road. 

Begging and waiting to be pitied.  

 

When he heard that Jesus was walking by, Bartimaeus did not move.  Blind people were 

expected to sit still. He sat and said, ‘Son of David have pity on me.’ 

 

The folks around him said to him, “shhh. Don’t bother the rabbi.  You’re blind. You can’t bother 

the rabbi!”  

 

But notice: Jesus does not treat Bartimaues like a blind person. Jesus does not say, “look how 

blind he is. Let’s go over and pity him.” 

 

No. Jesus says, “Call him.” Remember-  Jesus called everyone!  He was not focused on what 

Bartimaeus’ limitation – he was focused on all that Bartimaeus could become. 

 

Bartimaues was called. And now he did not behave like a blind person was supposed to! He 

sprang up and came to Jesus! Not only was Bartimaeus the recipient of a physical healing that 

day. Perhaps Bartimaeus finally understood that he would no longer be defined by what people 

told him he could not do. 

 

Everyone else had low expectations of the blind man, but Jesus was focused on his potential. 

Jesus focused not on his blindness, but on what Bartimaeus could become with God’s help.  

 

We often use our limitations and imperfections as an excuse to set low expectations for 

ourselves. But Christ refuses to treat you according to your limitations… he calls you to spring 

up and follow him. 



 

We say to ourselves: “I’m a sinner.” So we give ourselves an excuse to keep behaving like a 

sinner. Meanwhile, Christ looks as us and says, “Stop sitting there like a sinner – follow me, and 

be a saint!” 

 

We say to ourselves: “I’m only human.” So we set low expectations for ourselves, behaving 

selfishly. But Christ is calling, “Come, and be filled with God’s Spirit!” 

 

We say to ourselves: “God knows how busy I am, so God understands why I can’t pray.” 

Bullpucky! Christ is calling, “Come to me. Talk with me. And live!” 

 

We say to ourselves: “I am weak. I am not very faithful. I am impatient.” But these are excuses 

to just keep sitting by the side of the road, defining ourselves by what we think we can’t do. 

While Christ is saying, “I see who you can become. Come to me. Come to life!” 

 

Some of us are angry,  frightened, or we feel trapped by something. But God refuses to set low 

expectations for you, defining your future by the limitations of your present. God knows who 

you can become with his help.  Run to him. Experience the life-expanding freedom of God’s 

dream for your life! 

 

And once you do, you will learn how destructive it is to impose your low expectations on other 

people. How dangerous it is to define others according to the label you’ve pasted on them, or the 

imperfection you think you see in them! People will often live down to your low expectations of 

them. 

 

Jesus refused to say, “Oh that Bartimaeus. He’s blind. So he can only act like a blind guy.” 

 

But how often do we impose the judgement of low expectations on others? 

 

How often do we say: 

 

“Oh, he’s an addict… so I know how he’ll behave…” 

“Oh, she’s a Muslim… you know what that means…” 

“Oh, she’s a Republican… he’s a Democrat... I know what to expect from them…” 

 

How often to I expect people to behave according my negative judgment: 

 

“Oh, he’s an angry old white guy… she’s an angry young black woman… they’re a gay 

couple… she’s poor… he’s an immigrant… we know what their future holds!” 

 



No. WE do not know what their future holds… but the Risen Lord Jesus does. And that same 

Lord, who has a call and a plan for every other person on the earth, has a call and a plan for you. 

 

That call and plan is not defined by all of the excuses you keep making for yourself. 

 

Your weakness does not define you. God’s strength does. 

Your limitations do not define you. God’s gifts do. 

Your sins do not explain who you are. Christ’s love defines who you are now, and who you can 

become. 

 

David Kish, the blind guy who rides his bike and climbs trees, refused to let people treat him like 

he was blind. And he has experienced the freedom of living beyond limitations. 

 

YOU are loved by the Jesus Christ who refuses to let you sit by the side of the road, expecting to 

be pitied. Spring up. Come to Christ. And experience the freedom of his risen life, beyond all 

limitations.   
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