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“I’m tired of being scolded by Pope Francis. I feel harangued by him, as he’s been harping on us 

to do more, to practice mercy; to welcome the stranger, to clean up the rivers, to bring about 

justice and peace in our time; to level the playing fields, visit the sick, and so on.” 

 

“Why can’t he just be nice to us?” 

 

Now before you step out to the Commons, call the bishop, and report me for preaching against 

the Holy Father on the eve of his visit to the USA, let me be clear – the words I just read are not 

mine.  

 

They are a snippet of comments made on two web pages recently - words written by two 

Catholic bloggers, giving their opinions about this papacy. 

 

I am trying to understand these comments in context. After all, every pope preaches in a way that 

challenges someone. Pope John Paul II unleashed the power of his preaching against 

Communism in Eastern Europe. Lots of folks there were made uncomfortable. But “The Wall” 

came down, and we cheered. 

 

Pope Benedict preached about the importance of the family, and the evil of abortion. Lots of 

folks were made uncomfortable. And many others cheered. 

 

Now this Pope from Argentina, whose pastoral experience is rooted in the poorest sections of 

large cities in the southern hemisphere, is highlighting the message of Jesus about the poor; and 

highlighting the message of the Book of Genesis about care for creation; and highlighting the 

message of Exodus and Deuteronomy about care for strangers and migrants… and many have 

stopped cheering. 

 

Some who applauded boldly when John Paul II preached against the evils of communist 

economic policies now suggest that “popes shouldn’t preach about economics” … because the 

critique has hit loser to home. 

 

And some who applauded recent pope’s who pointed out our moral responsibility to protect 

vulnerable life in the womb now suggest that popes should not talk about ‘political’ issues such 

as vulnerable migrant lives. 



 

And some who applauded recent popes when they preached against stem cell research are now 

suggesting that popes should “leave the science to scientists” when Francis talks about the 

environment. 

 

(By the way – Pope Francis has a degree in chemistry. He is a scientist.) 

 

So, people who used to describe themselves as “proudly loyal to the Holy Father” are now 

writing blogs, saying, “When will the Pope stop nagging us?” And, “Why can’t he be nice?” 

 

If you listen to a great deal of Christian preaching, including my own sometimes, you might walk 

away convinced that the Romans and the Jewish authorities killed Jesus because he was too nice. 

 

Preachers love to preach about the nice sayings of Jesus….  

 

Sayings like: 

 

+ “Come to me, all you who are burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

+ or, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.” 

 

That’s nice…. 

 

But in today’s scripture readings, we hear about people who are criticized, threatened, and 

ultimately killed, NOT because they were too nice… but because they were too honest, and had 

too much integrity. 

 

In today’s first reading, a group of folks get together and they say, “Let us beset the just one, 

because he is obnoxious to us.” Notice, they do not say “Let us beset the NICE one…” they say, 

“let us beset the just one.” 

 

In other words, they want to attack someone simply because that person is saying what true, and 

doing what’s right! And that is a threat to the rest of them. So they want to get rid of him. 

 

So they plot to attack him, because if they allow this person to keep telling the truth, that will 

challenge all the lies they tell themselves. And if they allow a good and holy person to keep 

living in their midst, it will reveal their evil and weakness, simply because people will be able to 

see the difference between a good life and a sinful one. 

 

So they plot – “we must kill him… he is obnoxious.” 

 



In this passage from the Book of Wisdom, our church sees a hint of what will eventually happen 

to Jesus. 

 

Jesus was not killed for being too nice. He died because he said what was true, and did what was 

right. And that made many people uncomfortable. 

 

One theologian writes: “If Jesus had talked only about the generous God he would not have been 

crucified.” 

 

They put Jesus to death, not because he was nice, but because his words upend every one of our 

convictions about how the world works, and what is worth doing in this world, and what is fair 

and true.  

 

The people who first heard Jesus preach understood that, if they took Jesus’ seriously, his words 

might undo much that they worked so hard to hold on to.  

 

The more they thought about what Jesus said, the more they realized how dangerous he was. 

They had to get rid of him.  Not because he was nice… but because he was saying something 

new, and true, and challenging. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus makes it clear to his disciples – he is going to be handed over, 

convicted, and crucified, because the comfortable folks of his day felt scolded by his Gospel. 

 

Jesus told the truth. He lived with integrity and did what was right. He demanded that we do the 

same. 

 

And it was too much for them. So they got rid of him. 

 

Jesus inaugurated a world where people trust God so fully that they always seek his direction in 

their lives, and find joy in doing the work that God wants them to do. 

 

When we begin to focus more on the God who calls us, rather than on how we can get ahead of 

each other, we begin to do away with rivalries, and selfishness, and our sense of entitlement. 

 

We human beings killed Jesus because he told us that our definition of fairness is not God’s 

definition. 

 

 

We killed Jesus because he told us that our definition of success is not God’s definition, that our 

definition of justice, and work that’s worth doing is not God’s definition. 



 

We killed Jesus… but he would not stay killed.  

 

We killed Jesus, but he never left us… and even now, in this Eucharist, he is with us. 

 

Sometimes in life, you might be the truth-teller who gets attacked simply for saying what’s true. 

When that happens, you are in good company. Our savior was attacked for telling the truth, and 

so many saints have shared that experience. 

 

And sometimes in your life, you may be confronted by a family member, neighbor, friend, or 

pope, who really ticks you off… simply because they are telling the truth and doing the truth. 

 

Saints are never easy to live with. Prophets are never fun to have in your family or church. Do I 

chase them away, write a blog about them, or do I let their good example call me to deeper 

conversion, renewal and holiness?  

 

Some of you love Pope Francis, and some of you are not so sure about what he might ask of us. 

But one thing is clear – like every pope, he comes to preach the Gospel to us. Christ the Lord is 

sending Francis to America for a reason. Listen. Pray. Learn. And Live the Good News. 
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