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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr. B                                                9/13/2015   by Deacon Joe Morlino

“Who do you think you are?” 

To find the answer go to “ancestry.com” , Special discount through September!

Take a look. On your mother’s side you might learn that you’re descended from 

an Italian Nobleman, complete with castle and private vineyard. 

On your father’s side they were Irish… peasants living in hut.

You can decide for yourself which side you take after. 

My father always said that the secret to a long and happy life 

was to choose your ancestors.

Who do you think you are? 

Are you one of the millions busy creating and recreating their own identities on 

Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook.  

If someone were to follow you on twitter or Facebook, or 

(God forbid!) read a years’ worth of your texts, who would they say you are? 

Leading up to today’s Gospel passage from Mark the people are having a hard 

time figuring out who Jesus really is. Even his relatives are confused. 

Can you imagine if they had twitter accounts or other social media: 

http://ancestry.com
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How long would it take to go viral? Popular rabbi breaks the Sabbath again!

- He must be from the crazy side of the family #cousin_schlomo 

- Casting out demons?! Who does he think is, Roger Goodell? #nfl_rabbi 

But Jesus and the people around him did not have Instagram.

Jesus’ ministry was not about getting the most followers on Twitter. 

In the Gospel Jesus is all about making disciples. 

Perhaps a better word would be apprentices.

An apprentice is someone who studies, with hands on practice, how to become 

like the teacher, to be able do what the teacher does. 

In their course of study, Jesus’ apprentices saw him:

-Heal the sick, calm storms and feed thousands with just a few loaves-Twice

-He invited outcasts and sinners into their company and challenged the religious 

experts. 

Jesus also gave them some hands on experience, a chance to practice… 

He sent them out to preach, cure the sick and cast out unclean spirits.



�3

Today we’ve come to the turning point in Mark’s gospel.

Jesus is preparing them for the next step.

So he puts The question to his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” 

Jesus is not fishing for compliments. He’s issuing a challenge

Remember, being a disciple means learning to be just like the teacher and doing 

whatever the teacher does.

The answer to Jesus’ question becomes the goal of discipleship.

The question “Who do you say that I am?” is also asking 

“Who is it that you want to be?”

Perhaps Peter didn’t understand that when he blurted out “You are the Christ!”

Or maybe he did. 

When Jesus explains that being the Christ and being truly human comes with 

suffering and rejection and death, Peter wants no part of it. 

For Peter preaching and healing and telling demons where to go is just fine, but 

you can keep the rest.
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But Jesus will not soften it for his students. Because the truth is 

that Suffering and Pain, Rejection, Loneliness, Failure and Death 

are unavoidable realities of life. 

And Jesus came to bring the love of God into every aspect of human life 

so that even in the darkness God can be found.

If Peter had been listening more carefully he might have heard Jesus say 

something about rising again. 

Suffering and rejection and death are not the end. 

Life wins.  Love prevails. This is the reason for our hope.

As a Christian Community, do we trust Our Teacher and live in hope? 

Can people tell that we are students of Jesus, full of life and love?

Jesus said: 

“If you are truly my disciples, then go where I go and do what I do.”

“What you see in Me, others must see in you”

“What you experience with Me, others must experience with you”

“You will find your life as you share My Life with others”
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Today we are also at a turning point

So do we cling to the identities that we have created for ourselves, 

to who we think we are ? or 

Do we become willing to let Jesus show us who we really are?

The truth is most of who I think I am is just…not true. I’m mistaken.

If I think I am what I do in my work or what I accomplish, I’m making a mistake

If I look at my ancestry or family history or my country 

and say this is who I really am, I’m wrong

If we think we are what people say about us, we’re wrong

If we think we are the lovely and talented St. Mary’s parish, 

the jewel of Short Pump, we’re wrong

It’s tempting to think that Jesus’ question is easy to answer. As a Church we’ve 

come up with a hundred different ways of saying who we think Jesus is.

But like any good teacher Jesus can always turn the question around and say:

Who do you think you are?  Because..

Who you say I am, that’s   who you   are to be.
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-You say that I am the Prince of Peace,  then be peaceful

-You call me the Lamb of God, then sacrifice your own needs and desires 

out of love for others

-You call me Merciful and Redeemer, then you reach out to others,

practice forgiveness and compassion- [don’t worry, you’ll get better at it.]

-You call me the Suffering Servant, then serve even while you are in pain

and let others serve you- I am in the servant and in those who are served.

-You call me the Bread of Life, then feed the hungry

-You say that I am the Way and the Truth, then live honestly in every 

aspect of your life.

-You say I am the Resurrection and the Life, then give up control of your life, 

trust Me, and you will rise and live.

-You call me the Son of God, then know that you are my children,

I love you no matter what, and I think you’re wonderful.

So who do we think we are? 

Come to this table and know that Christ is the answer.
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