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The surgeon stood by the bed of the young woman. The woman’s husband was standing nearby. 

 

The surgeon had just saved her life by removing a cancerous tumor from her face. But, during 

the operation one little nerve had been severed – a nerve which controlled the muscles near the 

woman’s mouth. 

 

Using a mirror, the young woman was looking at her mouth, now twisted and palsied. One side 

of her face seemed fine – the other side was contorted. 

 

She looked at the surgeon and asked, “Will my face always look like this?” “Yes.” The doctor 

said. “I had to cut the nerve in order to remove the tumor.” 

 

He could see the fear in her eyes. 

 

But her husband smiled, and said, “I like it. It’s kind of cute.” 

 

Then the young man bent down toward his wife, and the doctor could see how the young man 

twisted his own lips in order to accommodate hers. They kissed gently. The husband pulled back, 

looked at his wife with love, and said, “See? Our kiss still works!” 

 

I first heard that story years ago.  It’s a beautiful story of what marriage is supposed to be. A 

couple who made a decision to be faithful to one another ‘in good times and in bad, in sickness 

and in health.’ Then the unexpected comes along….  

 

The beautiful young bride, facing death by cancer. She is saved, but her face is contorted by 

nerve damage. And what does the husband do? He does NOT walk away, but bends down, 

accommodates her lips, and shows her that their kiss still works. 

 

It is a modern parable of how love can last ‘until death do us part.’  

 

I have seen this same kind of love in people who steadfastly live out the decision they made 

when they stood before the altar and spoke their marriage vows. Love can only last a lifetime if 

the wife and husband make the decision to stay faithful each day, doing what is necessary to 

show that their kiss still works. 



 

+ I think of my aunt, who married my uncle when they were both young. They had three 

children. Then my uncle was diagnosed with MS. And she, without complaint, went to work and 

became the primary care giver for my uncle over the next 20 years. And no matter what the MS 

did his body, she cared for him, and showed him love. Their kiss still worked. 

 

+ I think of the couple whose marriage almost fell apart, because of one spouse’s addiction. 

Through the struggles and disappointments, the spouse and children would not stop loving the 

addicted spouse. And every day, that family still does what is necessary to make sure that the 

recovery continues. The kiss still works. 

 

+ I think of the many couples who share long lives, raising children, paying the bills, dealing 

with the ups and downs of daily married life. They make it to their 40th, 50th, even 60th 

anniversary, (and they have the scars to prove it!) Then Alzheimers begins to change the 

personality of the spouse they’ve always loved. And the forgetting begins. And the caretaking 

spouse deals with the daily heartbreak, but still does what they can to show that their kiss still 

works. 

 

+ I think of my dad, caring for my mom in the last days of her cancer. Being gentle. Doing 

everything. Their kiss still worked. 

 

Saint Paul tells us that this is God’s original intention for marriage. In fact, it is why marriage is 

called a ‘sacrament’ in the church. A sacrament is an experience or event in which God’s 

invisible love becomes visible, tangible and real for us here and now.  

 

We call marriage a sacrament because when we look at a man and woman loving each other, 

raising a family, forgiving each other, being patient with each other, showing each other that 

their kiss still works, we can point to those two people and say, “There…. That’s a glimpse of 

what God’s love looks like. And that’s a glimpse of what my love should like for others!” 

 

Saint Paul says that spouses should be ready to sacrifice, following the example of Jesus. Paul 

says that when you love your spouse, you are loving yourself… when you do what is good for 

your spouse, you are doing what is good for yourself… because the two have become one. 

 

In the faithful love of husband and wife, we catch a glimpse of how Christ loves the Church. 

 

I’ll bet that we all know at least one married couple who inspires us. They struggled to make 

things work. Maybe they faced sadness and loss. But they believed that when they said “yes” to 

each other on their wedding day, that “yes” was forever. And they never walked away. 

 



In todays’ first reading, Joshua invites ancient Israel had to make that kind of decision:  “do you 

want to be faithful to the God of Israel, or do you want to follow other gods? It’s up to you,” 

Joshua said. 

 

But Joshua made it clear – once you make that decision, it will shape the rest of your life. And 

there is no walking away. Decide. Then live that decision. 

 

The followers of Jesus faced a similar moment of decision in today’s Gospel.  In this section of 

John’s Gospel, Jesus has said some life-changing things. He said, “The words I speak are spirit 

and life.” He said, “I am the bread of life.” He said, “Unless you eat my flesh and drink my 

blood, you do not have life in you.” 

 

And for some people, these sayings of Jesus are too much…. because they demand too much. 

The people understood that Jesus was asking them for total dedication. Jesus asked people to 

make a decision to follow him, without holding anything back. 

 

Some decided to walk away. Peter and some others decided to follow him, to be faithful to him. 

He alone has the words of eternal life. They decided. They followed. It changed their lives. It 

cost them their lives. It brought them eternal life!  

 

Today’s readings are not just intended for married couples. Today’s readings are a reminder to 

every baptized person.  

 

Every time we celebrate baptisms here at the church, I ask you to renew your baptismal vows. 

 

“Do you reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of God’s children?” 

“Do you reject Satan, the father of sin and the prince of darkness?” 

 

 We vow to reject sin. We vow to believe in God, and follow Christ, and to listen to the Holy 

Spirit. We vow to serve our neighbors as Christ taught us. 

 

These baptismal vows are just that… they are vows.  We cannot walk away from them. We care 

called to be faithful to our decisions. 

 

That will require sacrifice from us.  

 

Jesus asks us to do hard things. He asks us to love the ones who hate us, to forgive the ones who 

hurt us. He asks us to see his face in the poor and the stranger. He asks us to look beyond 

ourselves, to care for others, to give generously, to work for what is just and right. He asks us to 

speak the truth, and protect the vulnerable, and stay faithful to our promises. 



 

He asks us to be humble enough to bend down gently, and show each other that our kiss, and the 

Christ’s kiss, still works.  
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