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“HELP ME!   I’m agitated at the slightest sound.  
I have not had a quiet moment to think or to meditate all week.  
The one week that I need it the most, I get the least!  
Lord, what do want me to do?  
I’m yelling at my kids while trying to write a homily;  
a homily about having an intimate relationship with You.  
Are anxiety and irritation supposed to be part of that intimacy?  
At the normal sounds and rhythms of life, for which I should be thankful, 
I’m grinding my teeth and snapping at people instead.  
So here I am staring at all these words I’ve written.  
They read more like a theology paper than a homily.  
Lord, if there’s something you want me to say,  
please let me know soon?” 

 
That was my actual journal entry from yesterday. 
All I could think to do was to turn to today’s scripture readings  
one more time and continue to pray: 
  
So in Jeremiah 31: 33, 34 I read:  
“I will place my law within them and write it upon their hearts… 

…All, from least to greatest, shall know me” 

God, I want to know you better.  
I want Your law to guide me from the center of my being.  
I’m tired of being ruled by fear and selfishness  

 
Turning to John 12: 26, 32 I read: 

“Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant 

be…” 

 “…I will draw everyone to myself” 
Jesus, I want to follow you; to be where you are,  
to go where you go, to serve where you serve.  
Show me the way to real intimacy with you.  
And if it is your will, use me to draw others closer to you.



EVERYONE, ALL of us, are called to intimacy with Jesus Christ. 
The good news is that God always makes the first move.    
 Remember the Gospel last week?  
‘God so loved the world that he sent his only Son”  
 Jesus is God’s first, last and best move. 
 
So if God has made the first move, what do we do?  
Our part is simple: decide.  Make a decision for Jesus.  
The word ‘decide’ comes from a Latin word meaning to cut off.  
To decide in favor of Jesus means to cutoff our reliance on everything else and to follow 
Him and only Him. 
 
The problem is that life in this world is constantly pulling our attention away from that 
decision and away from intimacy with Jesus. 
We all have patterns of thinking and behaving that are built around either fear or self-
centeredness and usually both.  
These patterns clash with our decision to follow Christ. We can quickly become 
ambivalent and our decision making becomes muddy. 
 
While I was in formation to be ordained a deacon, we had this one professor, Fr. 

Dennis, a Benedictine monk at St. Meinrad in Indiana. He’s originally from rural 
Alabama. [He always leaned forward when he walked so that with his black habit 
touching the ground it looked as if he were riding one of those Segues.] One of his 
duties at St. Meinrad was to be a spiritual director for young seminarians. Usually at 

some point these eager and sincere young men, who had made a decision to say “Yes” 
to God’s call, would come into him and say:  

“Fr. Dennis, I just don’t know what to do.  
I’m not sure what God’s will is for my life.” 

Fr. Dennis would lean forward and say in his Alabama accent: 
 “Don’t give me that!  You know what to do. 
 You just don’t want to do it!” 
The thing that these young seminarians seemed reluctant to do is the very same thing 

that all of us are invited to do: to lose our life for the sake of love.  With out God’s help 

we’re all reluctant to let go. 
 
Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me.” 
The crowds followed Jesus because he fed them and healed the sick. They saw him 
raise Lazarus from the dead.  
The cheering crowds followed him as he entered into Jerusalem.  
But that’s where it ended for them.  
 
When Jesus says to us, ”Follow me”  
He means follow him all the way to the cross and on the cross.  
But that’s not where it ends for us. That’s where it begins.  



 
Following Jesus all the way to and on the cross means letting go of our reliance on 
things other than Christ himself: 
Money, power, and reputation/ Social connections, good works and moral behavior/ 
correct beliefs or religious piety  
Did you notice that none of the things I mentioned are bad?     In fact most of 
them are good. It’s placing our confidence in them and being dependent on them that 
need to die. 
When it comes down to it, relying on these things only serves to hide our fear and 
selfishness.  
There’s nothing wrong with religious piety, done for the right reasons. 
The prayer, fasting and almsgiving that we do during Lent are good, but are not ends in 
themselves. They are designed to weaken our dependence on everything other than 
Jesus. And they are meant to strengthen our resolve to serve Jesus and witness to his 
love in the world.  
 Everything in our life- including money and power can be used for God’s 
purposes but only after we have surrendered control and    given up dependence on 
them.  
It’s a challenge but the Holy Spirit is always along side of us to guide us in exactly the 
way we need most.  
 
At times all of us get distracted from our decision to follow Jesus. 
Whether it’s from the pressures of domestic life or a career, from successes or failures, 
having your NCAA Tournament Bracket blown in the first round.  
We all get pulled off the path, even when pursuing ministry and service. We need to 
renew and strengthen our commitment to Christ every chance we get. 
 
That’s why we turn to Scripture again and again and again. 
That’s why we celebrate Lent & Easter year after year after year 
That’s why we come to this table week after week.  We do this.. 
So that when we leave here, the world will see in us Christ lifted up, and through the 
way we live, Christ will draw everyone to himself. 


