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Is there anything worse than the death of a child? 
 
Could there be anything worse for the parents of the child who died in that day care fire a 
few months ago? Or for the parents of Cameron Gallagher, who died last March while 
running a race? Think of the children who die of disease in Africa, or in Haiti due to of 
lack of clean water. Is there anything worse than the death of a child? 
 
Well, yes, there is something worse than the death of a child – and that is when a parent 
kills their own child. That’s worse.  
 
Every year, we are confronted with horrible stories about a parent who takes the life of 
their children. The death of children is hard enough. It moves to the realm of madness 
when a parent is guilty of the crime. Remember the mother from Texas a few years ago 
who drowned her own children? In court, she offered an ‘explanation’ for her actions: 
“God told me to do it.”  
 
We find such an explanation revolting. But… in today’s first reading… Abraham is 
convinced that he is supposed to take his only son Isaac… and kill him. Why? God told 
him to do it. Is Abraham delusional too? 
 
And if Abraham is not sick, then we are left with an even more troubling question –  what 
kind of sick, nasty God would say to a parent, “If you love me, you will be willing to kill 
your child for me.” 
 
I think I’m in homiletic trouble. So far in this homily,  I’ve moved us to a place where 
either we have to say that Abraham is demented, or God is cruel. What do we do with 
that? 
 
Well, the good news is that we never read any part of the Bible in isolation. We have to 
read each section as part of the whole story. One thing we need to remember is this: in 
Abraham’s day, the practice of human sacrifice was common in all of the religions which 
surrounded the Jewish people. Every neighboring religion believed that God required 
human sacrifice. 
 
But, by the end of the Abraham and Isaac story, the God of Israel has made one thing 
clear. NO MORE KILLING. Put away your knife. Do not lay a hand on the boy. This is 
not what God wants. No more killing in the name of God. Put away your knife. 
 
But the problem is – the killing continued. Not in a ritual or religious way, but in all of 
the other ways that we sacrifice others. The wars continued. The crime continued. The 
anger continued. The injustice continued. And too many parents shed tears as they buried 
their sons and daughters. 



 
So the God who told Abraham NOT to kill HIS son, takes the ultimate step to break the 
power of death. 
 
 Abraham was told that his beloved child did not have to die – but God’s beloved child 
did die, on the crucifix of our inhumanity. Abraham’s son did not feel the knife – God’s 
son felt the nails.  In the end, God did not ask Abraham to go through with the sacrifice 
of his son, but Jesus, the son of God, was willing to give his life  for the sake of love. 
God did what Abraham did not have to do, for the sake of love. 
 
For the sake of love? How was it a loving thing for Jesus to lose his life? Well, think of it 
this way. In Christ, God became flesh so that He could reveal his love for us in every 
possible aspect of our human life. There is not a place that we can go, there is not a place 
that life can take us, even the grave, that God has not been to first.  
 
There is not a road that we can travel, there is not a blessing we can experience, there is 
not a tragedy that can befall us, that God has not experienced first. So, wherever we go, 
whatever we are struggling with, God is able to say, “I am there. I have already been 
there.  And I am right there in that same experience with you. Loving you through it.”  
 
To parents who cry out, “Where were you God when my child was dying,” God is able to 
say, “I was in the same place as when my own child died. And I am here, for you, 
because I went there first.”  
 
To anyone who is suffering unjustly, the Lord is able to say, “I’m here for you. I know 
how this feels. I went there first.” 
 
To those who are wearied by life’s work, struggling with weakness in body or soul, 
Christ is able to say, “I know very well how that feels. I went there first, and I am here, 
loving you.” 
 
No matter what difficult place life has taken you – God has already been there, and done 
that, and shown that his love is stronger than everything, even death. 
 
Notice the dynamic in today’s Gospel. Jesus takes a few disciples with him up the 
mountain, and there he is transfigured before their eyes. He shines with the glory that will 
be his after the resurrection.  
 
The disciples want to stay up on the mountain – surrounded by God’s spiritual glory. But 
Jesus leads them down the mountain, back to where things are not always glorious. Jesus 
leads them back down the mountain, to those places where life sometimes hurts. 
 
And a voice comes from heaven, saying to the disciples, “This is my beloved son. Listen 
to him.” Listen to him. Our heavenly Father asked them to do one thing – listen to Jesus. 
 



As we read the entire story of the scriptures, we see that our God is a God of life, not 
death. A God of love, not just of law. A God who is willing to give more than he ever 
asks us to give. This is a God who can be trusted. There are times in our lives when Jesus 
asks us to do things which are hard, but they will ultimately lead us to the life that God 
has planned for us. We can trust the one who carried the cross and gave everything away 
on Calvary. We can trust him. We should listen to him. 
 
When you want to give up on your on your marriage, and then you hear God say in the 
scriptures, “Love is patient. Love never fails.” Will you trust him? Will you listen? 
 
When you don’t know how to deal with someone who has hurt you,  and then Jesus says 
in the Scriptures, “Love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you.” Will you trust 
him? Will you listen? 
 
 In a time of violence, Jesus says “Blessed are the peacemakers.” Will you trust him? 
Will you listen? 
 
When you are tempted to find your security in your many possessions, will you listen 
when he says “When I was hungry, you fed me, when I was naked, you clothed me?” 
  
When the Lord asks you to stand up and demand justice for the Christians being 
sacrificed by terrorists in Syria, when the Lord asks you to stand up and demand justice 
for people who lives are being sacrificed by drug lords, by inhumane working conditions, 
by the need to flee war and conflict,  will you trust him? Will you listen? 
 
We can trust. We can listen. We can follow. Because wherever we are going, Christ has 
already been there. Wherever we are, the Lord is at our side.  
 
In the bread that is broken, in the wine that is poured out, Jesus is saying, “I am here. And 
I love you.” Will you trust him? Will you listen? 
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