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We couldn’t wait to get there. We were on our way through the desert to see the very spot where 
Jesus had been baptized.  
 
I couldn’t believe it. I had heard the story of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River since I was a 
boy. I had preached about it for over 20 years as a priest. 
 
And now… now I was going to actually stand in the place where John the Baptizer had preached. 
I was going to walk on the same rocky soil that Jesus himself had trod. I was going to pray in 
that place where the skies opened up, and a dripping-wet Jesus heard God say to him the very 
thing that every human being yearns to hear: “You are my beloved child… with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
We couldn’t wait. We were driving through the desert, in the border valley between Israel and 
Jordan. There’s nothing there, except bus loads of Christian tourists. 
 
Finally, through the shimmering heat of the dessert, I could see something off to the left. Our 
guide explained that the nation of Jordan has allowed Christian monasteries to be built on their 
side of the river to mark the spot of Jesus’ baptism.  
 
Our bus slowly turned left off of the highway. I noticed that there were fences on either side of 
the bus. I wondered why there were fences – we were in the middle of nowhere!  
 
Then I noticed that there were yellow signs on the fence. And the signs said, “Danger. Keep Out. 
Land mines!” 
 
Now it made sense to me. This whole valley has been fought over in modern times by the 
Jordanians and the Israelis. Both have controlled the land at various times. And both have filled 
this desert valley with land mines.  
 
We got to the River – which is really only about 15 feet wide. It was a very moving experience… 
to know that Jesus’ public ministry started right here, when he came up out of the water, baptized 
for his mission. 
 
Eventually we got back on the bus. Then I saw them again… the yellow signs… the signs that 
said “Danger. Keep Out.” 



 
And I thought to myself – how ironic. In order to get to the place of Jesus’ baptism, you have to 
be surrounded by danger. And as you leave this holy place, you once again are surrounded by 
danger. 
 
And then it dawned on me… that’s precisely the experience that Jesus had… and it’s the 
experience that you and I have, each in our own way. 
 
Think about it: Jesus went out into the desert to be baptized by John. His friends were with him. 
The holy moment of baptism happened. And Jesus had the powerful experience, when the voice 
of God said to him, “I love you.” 
 
What a great place to be in your life! Surrounded by friends. Celebrating God’s goodness. 
Knowing for certain that God loves you! 
 
Wouldn’t you want to STAY in such a wonderful, comforting, holy place? 
 
But Jesus is not allowed to stay there, all wet and secure. Immediately, the Holy Spirit leads him 
further into the desert, to face… the Devil. To face temptation. To face hardships. To face 
danger. 
 
As Jesus walked away from the river, the danger he faced was not from modern land mines… the 
danger he faced was temptation, confusion, isolation. 
 
Later, as Jesus tried each day to stay faithful to the work that God wanted him to do, he faced 
conflict. He was in danger… a danger that ultimately led to the Cross. 
 
Jesus baptism was not some kind of magic spell that protected him from danger. Actually, his 
baptism gave him the ability to go out into a dangerous, difficult world, to do what the Father 
asked him to do. 
 
Jesus could do that because, in his baptism, the Father had told him – “I am with you. I love you. 
I am pleased with you. And now I have work for you to do.” 
 
That same message is whispered into our ears when we are baptized.  We are reminded of that 
promise and calling every time we see another human being baptized.  
 
Baptism days are wonderful days. Family members gather together. Sacraments are celebrated. 
Parties happen. The child is surrounded by love – both human and divine. 
 



But then, if you will, we have to ‘get back on the bus.’ We are baptized to live the Christian life 
in a world that is full of challenges, and conflicts, and difficulties, and even dangers.  
 
Every parent wishes that they could permanently protect their children from life’s harsh realities; 
the heartbreaks and struggles. 
 
But parents know that they can’t. So instead, parents try to prepare their children for life’s 
challenges, by teaching their children what is important, by instilling discipline, and helping their 
children to know that they are loved. 
 
God does this at every moment of our lives! God has important work for us today. The events of 
this past week throughout the world remind us that the work which was started by Jesus still has 
to be done, in so many places.  
 
And, whether it is far from here, or close to home, the world will only be changed for the better 
if every follower of Jesus get serious about his Gospel. We must live our lives, as individuals and 
communities, according to Jesus’ example. 
 
And you don’t need a yellow sign on a fence to tell you that living the Gospel in the modern 
world will be hard, and take work, and lead to difficulties. It may even be dangerous. 
 
The Lord knows that already. So the Lord gives us what we need in this sacrament. He knows 
that we need wisdom and strength – so Christ gives us his Holy Spirit in this Sacrament. His 
Spirit, which is his very life, alive in us.  
 
The Lord knows that we need generosity and courage – so Christ connects our hearts to his in 
this Sacrament. His heart, beating and loving in us. 
 
The Lord knows that we need encouragement, each day, to try to live the Gospel in a tough 
world. So he says to us in baptism: “You are my beloved child. With you I am pleased.” He says 
it in baptism. He says it when you wake up. He says it every time you breathe. 
 
And when we are discourage, or confused, or worried, or facing what seems to be an 
insurmountable task… when we are hungry for good news, the Lord calls us back together, in 
this community if discipleship and service. 
 
And here, he teaches us through his Word, and nourishes us with his Body and Blood. 
 
Today, Christian children are baptized. With Christ’s help, you and I can teach them what it 
looks like to live an adult Christian life, in a very real world.   
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