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Sr. Mary Antonio saw him sitting in the back of the church. 

He was bent over and had his head in his hands. She knew his story. Several years earlier his daughter had been 

diagnosed with osteomyelitis- a bone disease that today is readily treated, but at that time it was not, since 

penicillin and similar drugs were not yet available. What that meant was that after lots of doctors and 

treatments and surgeries, little Marie was left with one leg shorter than the other. It meant a lifetime of hip and 

back trouble, not to mention a constant risk of relapse and a pile of medical bills.  

But this time the news was about his youngest son.  After visiting countless doctors and specialists it 

was confirmed: little Salvatore was born so completely deaf that not even hearing aids would help.    - Another 

child with a lifelong disability and another stack of bills - 

As a simple barber he had worked hard to feed his family through the Great Depression. But now two of his 

five children had special needs that he might not be able to meet.  

Sr. Mary Antonio sat down next to my grandfather in the back of the church and she said to him, “Angelo, God 

sends the most difficult trials only to those he loves the most.” My grandfather looked up and said with 

straightforward honesty, ”I wish God didn’t love me so much.”  

 

Do you ever wonder if Mary had similar thoughts? We know that God loved her most of all. Last week in the 

Gospel the angel Gabriel called her “full of grace” and said that she had “found favor with God.”  

But to get from last week’s Gospel to today’s reading, Mary has had to explain God’s “favor” to a confused 

husband, take a difficult road trip down to Bethlehem, give birth in barn and then be visited by some dicey 

characters with sticks and sheep.  

 

So now she and Joseph are in Jerusalem standing in line at the temple, trying to keep pigeon feathers off the 

baby Jesus. And this guy Simeon walks up to Mary and says: 
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 “Thank God I can now die in peace! But you, I got to tell you this kid of yours is going to turn everybody’s 

lives upside down! Oh and, by the way, you personally will suffer greatly because of it.”   Some favor!  

 

The prophet Simeon may have been ready to die in peace, but Mary and Joseph now had their stomachs in 

knots… again, and it wouldn’t be the last time. 

 

Family life can do that to you, Holy Family or not. If you have children, you find your stomach in knots quite 

often. It starts before they are born and it doesn’t end after they’ve grown and left the house.  

For some of us, just like Mary, a sword may pierce our own hearts. 

 

All close relationships put us at risk for heartache and pain. With or without children, married or single, life is 

not without hardship and heartbreak. 

But with all due respect to Sr. Mary Antonio I do not believe that God sends us hardship. I do not believe it is 

“God’s will” for our children or us to be sick or disabled. God does not will us to have financial troubles or to 

suffer loss and tragedy.  It is not God’s will that people live in poverty or suffer from violence and war.  

 

God may allow these things, but He does not send them.  

But what God does send is far greater than anything we may suffer.  

 

God’s favor, God’s grace, God’s love -- will always overcome life’s difficulties.  

 

The angel also told Mary, “ The Lord is with you.” From the manger to the foot of the cross Mary never forgot 

that.  It was at the foot of the cross that Mary saw God’s Favor defeat death! 
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The feast of the Holy Family and the entire Advent/Christmas Season is about the fact that the Lord is with 

all of us.  

And because he also died and has risen, we now have life in Him.   

And that makes all the difference.  

We have nothing to fear, not even death. When our lives are turned upside down, Jesus is here to turn us right 

side up.  

 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul gives us a picture of what living right side up looks like. He says live with 

heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Give and receive forgiveness readily and 

keep love foremost in your minds.  

And St. Paul gives us a few suggestions on to how to live without fear and to stay right side up: 

 

Whenever we are worried about our family’s health or security 

Let the Peace of Christ control your hearts…  And give thanks 

 

When we are anxious and bewildered by all the evil in the world 

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly…   And give thanks 

 

And whenever we have joy in life and we are serving the needs of others, St. Paul says: 

Do and say everything with and in and for Jesus…  And give thanks 

Because, brothers and sisters, we are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved.   

 

I personally never heard my grandfather say,  

“I wish God didn’t love me so much”; I heard that story from others.  
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But what I do remember is that as a kid I had a hard time keeping up with my aunt Marie darting from place 

to place on her built up shoe. As for Salvatore: I don’t know anyone who laughs louder or with more gusto than 

my Uncle Sal; he can’t hear how loud he is so he just lets it go!  

 

And I remember one of the few things I did personally hear my grandfather say. Whenever we got together for 

a holiday or special occasion, at some point he would always say:  

 

“The Lord has been good to me. I’ve got my children and grandchildren- yes, the Lord has been good to me.” 

 

The Lord has been good to all of us. The favor of God is with us always and in every circumstance; because the 

goodness and favor of God is nothing less than Christ himself.  

His peace, his Word, His body and blood are right here - for us.  

Now that’s some Favor! Some favor indeed!  

Let’s always remember that …  and give thanks. 


