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Sean, Brendan and Patrick were born within minutes of each other. Their parents had prayed and 
prayed that God would give them children. And, for a number of years, it seemed that their 
prayers were not answered. 
 
But then, they received the good news. They were pregnant! As mom and dad celebrated, their 
doctor had to interrupt and say – “Not only are you pregnant…but you’re going to have triplets!” 
 
Their prayers had been answered…but they also learned an important lesson about prayer: It 
helps to be specific. Perhaps they should have prayed, “Lord please send us ONE CHILD AT A 
TIME over several years, through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
Well, you can imagine the controlled chaos of that home in the next few years. Three red-headed 
Irish-American boys, growing up at the same pace. 
 
As they got older, the three little boys were pretty good at sharing, but occasionally got into 
fights about whose toy this was, or whose jacket someone was wearing. 
 
One day I went over to visit, and two of the boys were playing with their Tonka trucks on the 
floor. Then an argument broke out. Brendan said, “Give it to me, that’s my fire truck!” Sean 
responded, “No it’s not, it’s MY fire truck!” 
 
Now, at my house, these arguments usually ended with my brother and I hitting each other.   
 
But not so for Brendan and Sean. Their mom didn’t even have to raise her voice. She simply 
said, “whose name is on the truck?” The boys stopped, turned the truck over, and there – in black 
magic marker – was the name “Sean.” The boys both looked at the name on the truck. Then 
Brendan politely handed the truck to his brother and said, “Here Sean, this is yours. You name is 
on it.” And they went back to playing. 
 
Their mom explained that she did this with everything. Every pair of underwear. Every coat, 
every toy. They were all clearly marked with a name. So, whenever a question came up, it was 
clear – just look at the name that’s on it, and you’ll know who it belongs to! 
 
What a great survival tool for the mother of triplets. 
 



But it is also the insight that Jesus uses in today’s Gospel, as the Pharisees plot to entrap Jesus. 
Jesus won’t be drawn into their plotting. He simply says – ‘look at the coin. Whose face is 
carved on it? Whose name is inscribed there? That’s who it belongs to!’ 
 
And with that answer, the argument ends. 
 
Now, remember the question they asked: ‘should we pay the census tax, or not?’ But recall - they 
don’t really care about the answer! They are simply trying to get Jesus to say something that they 
can use to get him into trouble. If he saysm “Don’t pay taxes,” the Romans will be upset. If he 
says, “Sure, pay taxes,” many Jewish people will be upset, since the Romans have occupied their 
homeland. They have set up the argument – and they are waiting to pounce. 
 
So Jesus very calmly says, “Whose name is on the coin? Whose image is stamped on the money 
you use to pay the tax?” Just that one question – ‘whose name is inscribed there? – and Jesus has 
changed the conversation. There will be no fight here. If it has Caesar’s name on it, give it to 
Caesar. If it has God’s name on it – give it to God. 
 
So far, so good. Jesus has given an excellent answer. 
 
Except…except people have turned this Gospel text into an excellent excuse. I once had a 
conversation with two very successful people. One was a politician, the other was an 
entrepreneur. They were both talking honestly about the moral dilemmas that they faced each 
day-  how they were constantly tempted to cut corners, lie, betray trusts, do sinful things – in 
order to succeed. And both said that, although they were Catholics on the weekend, they 
struggled to put the Gospel into practice Monday through Friday. In order to succeed, they said, 
they had to play dirty. 
 
One of them said to me, “So, I guess I’m ‘giving to Caesar’ Monday through Friday, and I ‘give 
to God’ on Sunday.” 
 
Perhaps that is an excuse. But it is not excusable. And it is certainly not what Jesus had in mind. 
When he said, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, give to God what is God’s,” he was NOT giving 
us permission to live compartmentalized, divided lives. He was not telling us that God gets ‘this 
much’ of our lives, and the ‘real world’ gets the rest. Christ always calls us to be women, men, 
teens, children, who have integrity. 
 
Recall how Jesus settled the argument – ‘look and see, whose image is on the coin? Whose name 
is inscribed there?’ Well, what I should have said to that business person is this: ‘in whose image 
were YOU created? And whose name was poured upon your forehead one the day you were 
baptized?’ 



 
The coin belongs to Caesar, because his image is on it, and his name is on it. But YOU… YOU 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE… YOU belong to God…because you are created in the Divine Image, 
and God’s name – “Father, Son, Holy Spirit,” was forever inscribed on you in the waters of 
baptism. 
 
You belong to God. Every part of you. Every aspect of you. Every action of you. Every decision 
of you. 
 
We start every Mass by reaffirming that fact. We press flesh upon flesh, making the sign of the 
cross, and reminding ourselves of the name that we bear: “In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
God’s name is inscribed of you. You belong to God. God’s image is in you. You belong to God.  
 
In this complex and troubling world, I don’t know what temptations you will face this week. I 
don’t know what struggles you will have, what compromises you might want to make. I don’t 
know where it will be hardest for you to LIVE the Gospel this week – whether at home, at work, 
at school, at play. I don’t know how you have tried to divide your life. I don’t know if you try to 
live without Christ all week long, and then say that you are worshipping him here for an hour or 
so on the weekend. I don’t know how you are worshipping Caesar. 
 
What I do know is this: the next time you are tempted to do the wrong thing. Stop. And 
remember: You belong to God. You bear his image and his name. The next time you feel pulled 
to compromise your Gospel values. Stop. You belong to God. You bear God’s image and name. 
The next time you are being led down a path headed toward what is sinful. Stop. You belong to 
God. You bear God’s image and name. 
 
If you are tempted to sell out, lie, do what’s wrong, say what’s wrong, stop!  You belong to God. 
You bear God’s image and name. 
 
You don’t have to be a red-header Irish kid to figure this out. When it feels like evil is fighting 
against you in life, just stop. Look at the name written on your forehead at baptism. And 
remember – you belong to God. All of you. Every part of you. You belong to God. So live like 
it! 
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