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I grew up on in a farming area in Pennsylvania. Every morning, my brother 
and I had several chores. Our least favorite chore was to go into the chicken 
coop to collect the eggs. Now don’t get me wrong – we loved to eat fresh 
eggs for breakfast! But we didn’t like collecting the eggs because, frankly, 
the hens were not very friendly!  
 
Karl and I would walk into the hen house, and we’d reach under one of the 
hens to take the egg she was sitting on. Sometimes the chicken would just 
cluck a little. Often she would peck my hand! 
 
One September morning, dad sent us to do our usual morning work. My 
brother and I started our work, but as I held a particularly large egg in my 
hand, the chicken pecked my wrist, and I dropped the egg, directly on my 
brother’s boot. It splattered. We both laughed. 
 
But then, the power of Satan overcame me…. I reached into my bucket, and 
I dropped ANOTHER egg on my brother’s OTHER boot. Then he threw an 
egg at my my pants. Then I threw one which hit him in the belly. Before too 
long we were covered in egg yolks. It was the best egg fight ever! 
 
Until….my dad yelled through the door – “what are you boys doing in 
there?” And my brother and I answered, “Oh, nothing.” 
 
Parents, have your children used that line on you?  
 
It’s amazing – no matter how old I get, I do the same thing. If I am doing 
something I shouldn’t, and someone asks, “What are you doing?” it is so 
easy to lie and say, “Oh, nothing.” 
 
In today’s parable, a parent asks his two boys to get to work on the farm. 
One boy says, “I don’t wanna,” but he changes his mind and starts his 
chores. The other says, “Yes sir,” then disappears, leaving the work undone.  
 
On a practical level, this parable is about us - we who are the children of 
God. Isn’t it true that we often behave like the kids in today’s Gospel? We 



either WHINE when God asks us to do something, or we pay Him lip 
service, but never get around to actually putting our faith into practice.  
 
Or, if you prefer, perhaps we are often like two egg-covered boys in 
Pennsylvania, who had been given a specific task that September morning. 
And when dad yelled in, “What are you up to?” we lied and said, “O, 
nothing.” Later, I discovered that whenever my parents asked “What are you 
up to?” they already knew the answer! But I kept trying the lie. 
 
And you know what? I still try that lie with God. There are moments each 
day when I know I am not doing the work that God wants me to do. There 
are seasons in my life when I know God has sent me to work in his vineyard, 
but I choose not to. And when He calls out, “Michael, what are you doing?” 
I tell the God of the universe, “O nothing.” 
 
How foolish God’s children can be! We think we can pull one over on the 
Lord, but God knows the truth of my actions much better than I do. So why 
do I keep trying to lie to him? 
 
Well, I’m not lying to HIM – I am trying to lie to myself. I am trying NOT 
to deal with the truth of my own behavior. So our loving Savior calls out to 
me, “Michael, what are you doing?” and I tell the lie that I hope I myself 
will believe: “O, nothing.” 
 
Maybe this happens in your life too? 
 
+ you find yourself staring at someone in a way you know you shouldn’t. 
Then Christ calls out, “What are you doing?” And you respond, “O 
nothing.” 
 
+  It’s late, and you find yourself pouring yet another large glass of wine  to 
drink. Then Christ calls out, “What are you doing?” and you respond, “O 
nothing.” 
 
+ Once again, you’ve lost your patience with your children or your spouse. 
Christ whispers, “What are you doing?” and you shout back, “Nothing!” 
 
+ You are being dishonest in the way you run your business; you are 
cheating or living a lie. Christ asks, “What are you doing?” “O nothing.” 
 



+ You haven’t prayed in months. But you’ve had lots of time to watch TV. 
Jesus stands at the door of your heart saying “What are you doing?” and 
during a commercial you finally answer – “O nothing.” 
 
 
You get the idea. Like two boys covered with broken eggs, we try to 
convince ourselves that it does not matter if we keep telling lies. We tell 
ourselves that we can do God’s work… later… much later… some other 
time… 
 
The Lord has work for us to do. And the Lord will keep asking, “What are 
your doing,” until we finally tell him, and ourselves, the truth. And the truth 
sets us free.  
 
Today, the Lord has a specific task for us to do. Through the bishop’s annual 
appeal, we have an opportunity to get to work – right now – doing the work 
and supporting the ministries which assist so many of God’s people here in 
southern Virginia.  
 
You are so generous!  
 
For this year’s appeal, the diocese has set a target for St Mary’s of $59,000. 
What gospel work will that money help to support? 
 
It will help the diocese feed the hungry and provide heating fuel during the 
cold winter months. It will provide assistance to the poorest of our neighbors 
in rural Virginia. 
 
It will help support campus ministries at colleges all across our diocese, and 
it will enhance ministry to children and youth. 
 
What Gospel work will this appeal support? It will enable the church to 
assist people with disabilities, create ministries to support marriage and 
family life, and help retired priests. And, it will help educate future priests – 
like our parishioner, Anthony Ferguson, who just started his seminary 
studies this year. 
 
 
Last year, the Lord called to you through this appeal, and you responded 
generously. Today, I invite you to prayerfully consider a similar response.  



 
So, here we go. In your pew, you will find brochures which describe the 
appeal in greater detail. Please take one home. But you won’t need one right 
now.  
 
What you WILL need is a pledge envelope, and a pencil. Unless spouses are 
going to make individual gifts, then you will only need one pledge envelope 
per household. 
 
On the front of the envelope, please fill in the basic contact information as 
requested… name, address etc. 
 
The lowest line asks for the name of the parish: if you are a parishioner of 
St. Mary’s, or regularly attend St Mary’s, or sneak in every once in a while – 
please write St Mary’s, Richmond on that line. 
 
If you are here as a visitor from another parish in the diocese of Richmond, 
please write the name and town of your home parish. If you visiting from 
Guam and would like to make a gift, please write St Mary’s Richmond on 
this line. 
 
Below that you have four choices. If you have already made a gift to this 
year’s appeal through the mail, check the box marked “Amen, already made 
my gift.” If you check that box, you don’t need to fill in anything else on the 
form. 
 
If you are ready to make a pledge today, check the “Yes” box. If you need 
more time to pray, check the pray box. If you are not in a position to make a 
gift now, check the No box. 
 
Now, please open the envelope flap. Everyone please take your pencil and in 
the upper left corner please check the box indicating that you will make a 
$10,000 gift. 
 
Just kidding, sort of. Please look at the options, and check the box which 
corresponds to the amount you are ready to pledge. The last line allows you 
to indicate any other amount.  
 
If you’d like, you can include part or all of your gift today, or you can 
simply submit this envelope as a pledge. If you are enclosing a portion of 



your gift today, please indicate that underneath the payment amount. 
 
The remainder of the information inside the flap gives you options about 
how to fulfill your gift. As you will see, you can use a credit card, or you can 
set up an automatic debit from your checking account. You can receive a 
monthly invoice, make stock gifts, or enclose a check in the pledge envelope 
today. If you are writing a check today, please make it payable to the diocese 
of Richmond and enclose it in your pledge envelope. 
 
In just a moment, I will ask you to pass the basket through the pews. 
PLEASE NOTE – this is NOT the regular first collection for the parish. We 
are simply taking up the pledge envelopes for the Diocesan Appeal now.  
 
After the intercessions we will take the regular first collection for the parish. 
So, the only thing you should put into the basket now is your Diocesan 
Annual Appeal pledge envelope. 
 
I know that this can feel a bit strange, as we talk so directly about money in 
the middle of mass. But we do this appeal once a year, and your generosity 
is a sign of your faith. And through your actions during this mass and this 
appeal, you are helping to support the Gospel work that Christ calls us to do!  
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