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Will we ever know the truth? 
 
Every day, important things happen in our lives, and in our world, but it seems that it’s getting 
harder and harder to know the truth. 
 
Some say that Russia invaded the Ukraine. Some say that they didn’t. Will we even know the 
truth? 
 
Some say that Isis is a threat. Some say it isn’t. Will we ever know the truth? 
 
That Malaysian plane is still missing. The Benghazi attach is still clouded in mystery. The IRS 
still can’t find its emails. Will we ever know the truth? 
 
Our former governor was convicted. Most of us did not hear all the evidence. Will we ever know 
the truth? 
 
We talk to our family members and friends each day. We give ourselves permission to tell ‘little 
white lies’ to each other. So how will we know the truth? 
 
Politicians make promises. Employers make promises. Spouses make promises. Are they true? 
 
And… we are told that the Hokies will have a good team this year, that RG III is an excellent 
quarterback, and that people from New Jersey are good drivers…. Of course we know that 
NONE of that is true! 
 
In a world that grows more and more complex, we yearn to know what is true. But with every 
new web page, with every new conversation, with every news report, it seems that things become 
more confusing, rather than more truthful and clear.  
 
Christians, however, are called to be people who are dedicated to knowing what is true, and 
saying what is true, and doing what is true. And, as we hear in today’s Gospel, that dedication to 
the truth is going to require some real work from each of us. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus lays out his vision for how Christians are called to treat one another as 
we seek the truth together. And, if I had to summarize Jesus’ message, I’d say he is making two 
key points: 



 
Point Number One – Don’t talk about people – talk with people. 
Point Number Two – Love each other enough to tell each other the truth. 
 
+ Point Number One – Don’t talk about people – talk with people. 
 
Did you notice the instruction that Jesus gives in Matthew’s Gospel? Jesus says: “If your brother 
sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.” Could Jesus be any 
clearer? If someone hurts you, if someone does something that you disagree with…it is your 
Christ-given duty to talk with them first. Don’t write to the Pope or a politician. Don’t post it on 
facebook. Don’t pull aside a co-worker and say ‘did you see what she did?’ Don’t tell the tale at 
a family gathering, don’t send out a twitter message. 
 
Those things are easy. And they are for cowards. 
 
 Christians have a Christ-given responsibility to do what is sometimes very hard: sit down and 
talk with the person who has hurt you, or insulted you, or done something you disagree with. If 
you talk about that person before you’ve spoken with that person, then the Gospel says that you 
are guilty of the greater sin! You have violated the clear command of Jesus. 
 
Notice what Jesus says: if someone does something you disagree with, talk to them first. Once 
you’ve done that, if they still refuse to change, THEN you can bring along someone else for the 
conversation. And if they still don’t change, then you can include MORE people in the 
conversation. And remember – the goal of these Christian conversations is not to punish or 
embarrass– it’s to bring about healing, and conversion, in everyone. At no time does Jesus say: 
“go ahead, send the anonymous hate mail.” That’s easy to do. It takes courage, and integrity, to 
sit down with someone and say, “We need to talk.” 
 
In a world where so many people say so much that is not true, Jesus calls Christian to do the 
daily hard work of telling the truth to one another. If the community of the church is not a place 
where truth is told, why should we expect to find truth anywhere else? 
 
So, point number one from Jesus: Don’t talk about people, talk with people. 
 
Point number two – love each other enough to tell each other the truth. Jesus knows how easy it 
is for us to allow our angers to control our actions. Read the letters to the editor in the Times 
Dispatch. Hear the gossip. Follow a stream of comments on facebook or a blog. Listen to our 
political discourse. What do they have in common? The words are so often motivated by anger. 
 
But Jesus, who is always in our midst, has a different vision for Christian behavior. And in that 



vision, our actions are guided by love. So the question before us is simple: do we love each other 
enough to tell each other the truth? Jesus challenges us to sit down with one another, and to talk!  
 
Even to talk about hard things. Even to talk about uncomfortable things. Even to talk about how 
we’ve hurt each other, and how we want to help each other. Anger will not enable us to have 
those helpful, healing conversations. Only love is strong enough to do that. 
 
You have to LOVE the other person if you’re going to do things Jesus’ way! If all you have is 
anger in your heart, then it’s going to express itself in gossip, and rumor, and condescension, and 
letters to the editor, and hateful talk. 
 
BUT - to hold your tongue, and then to sit down with someone for an honest conversation…that 
takes love. 
 
Do we love each other enough to tell each other the truth? Don’t let fear hold you back! 
 
Pray, this week, that Jesus will help us to love one another enough to tell one another the truth.  
If you’ve been talking about people – stop. If you’ve been tearing people down – stop. If you’ve 
been sending the angry email, letter, text or tweet – stop. 
 
Sit down with the individual, and say what needs to be said.  Sometimes, we need to say: 
+ I love you 
+ I’m sorry 
+ I forgive you 
+ I want to help you 
 
Sometimes we need to say, 
+ I feel hurt, and here’s why 
+ I am confused by your actions, and here’s why 
+ I feel frightened about your future, and here’s why 
+ I feel concerned about your drinking, your drugging, your eating, your sleeping around, and 
here’s why 
+ I feel wounded by your words, and here’s why… 
+I’m praying for you, and here’s why 
 
Praying…. Our search for the truth has to start and end with prayer. Because, whenever we pray, 
we are listening to, and speaking with, our Lord Jesus Christ - who is the way, the truth, and the 
life. He always tells us what is true. We can count on that! And we can usually count on the fact 
that truth he tells us may not be the easy thing we were hoping for! He loves us enough to tell us 



the truth. And in this Eucharist, we find the strength to keeping listening, and keeping praying, a 
keeping loving. 
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