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What do you do when someone you love gets sick? 
 
Parents – what do you do when your child becomes ill? Spouses – what do you do when your 
beloved gets a bad diagnosis? Children – what do you do when your dad or mom hears bad news 
from the doctor? 
 
In today’s Gospel, we meet a woman who shows us what to do. 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus decides to go to Tyre and Sidon. The folks who live in Tyre and 
Sidon are not Jewish. So, to the Jewish people, they would be considered pagans, heretics, 
(Yankees!). 
 
But that’s where Jesus decides to go. And along the way, a woman approaches him. She is a 
‘Canaanite.’ Canaanites had been at odds with the people of Israel for a long time. 
 
This woman has a problem. Someone she loves is sick. Her daughter is suffering. So she walks 
up to Jesus and says, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David.” This non-Jewish woman addresses 
Jesus using very Jewish language. She uses the correct Jewish names – “Lord, son of David” – 
for the messiah! Even though she is not Jewish, she has already come to believe – Jesus is the 
one sent by God to save us. 
 
So she gets in his face and says: ‘You’re gonna help me!’ 
 
And how does Jesus respond? Silence. She pours out her heart to him, and he says…nothing. 
Have YOU ever had that experience? You say the right words. You recite the right prayers. You 
pour out your heart to Christ. And the response you get is….nothing. 
 
What do you do when God is silent? 
 
Notice what happens next. The disciples of Jesus said to him, “Send her away, she’s bothering 
us!” She is suffering, and she is being turned away… 
 
Jesus finally says something… and it’s shocking. Basically, he says, ‘I was sent only to help the 
Jewish folks.’  
 



But this woman is not taking ‘no’ for an answer. Someone she loves is sick. She kneels right in 
front of Jesus. She will not be ignored, and says, “Lord, help me.” 
 
Then Jesus says an even more shocking thing –  “It’s not right to take the food of the children 
and give it to the dogs.” This woman’s daughter is sick, and Jesus just called her a ‘dog?’ 
 
Now, this is not the first time that Jesus has said something apparently insulting. Remember 
when he looked at Peter, the first pope, and said, “Get behind me Satan?” Maybe there are times 
when Jesus uses harsh language because he is trying to teach us something very important. 
 
Either way, this woman is not taking ‘no’ for an answer. She doesn’t move. She doesn’t scream 
at Jesus for hurting her feelings. In effect, she says, ‘OK, if you’re gonna call me a dog, I’m 
gonna throw it right back at you. Even the dogs get to eat the scraps that fall from the table. So 
throw a scrap of mercy toward my daughter. She is sick. And you’re gonna help me.’ 
 
She challenges Jesus. And when Jesus is challenged, we discover something new about his 
mission. He looks at her with love and says, “Woman, great is your faith!” And her daughter is 
healed.  
 
What do we discover about Jesus when he is challenged? We discover that his mission and 
ministry are far bigger than anyone  - perhaps even including Jesus? – might first have imagined. 
Remember – Jesus was born in to a Jewish family. He starts preaching in a synagogue, telling the 
people of Israel that he has been sent by God to reveal God’s saving love to the Chosen People. 
 
But then…he is challenged by a woman with a sick daughter, who comes from the other side of 
the border. And when she challenges him, we discover that God’s saving help is NOT limited to 
a small group, the right folks, the people with the right paperwork and membership card. 
 
God’s love cannot be held back by any border, or line of division that we draw. It’s dangerous to 
try to confine God within the limitations that we devise in our own minds. We discover that no 
one is unworthy of God’s love and care. And no one should be judged unworthy of our love and 
care, either. That’s what we discover about Jesus and his ministry. 
 
And, what do we discover about this woman? She faces a parent’s worst nightmare – her child is 
sick. And when she faces this challenge, we discover what she’s made of. 
 
What is she made of? Fierce faith. A fierce faith that gives her the courage to break down every 
barrier, and expect an answer from God. 
 
She approaches Jesus – she calls him savior. So we know she has faith. 



 
But this is not nice faith. This is not polite faith. This is the kind of fierce faith that enables her to 
stand resolutely before Christ and say: ‘you’re gonna help me.’  
 
Remember: at first, Jesus is SILENT when she prays for help. And today, many Catholics simply 
give up on prayer, on God, and on the church, if the Lord fails to answer them right away. Many 
Catholics pray once about something, and if God doesn’t answer AS they want, WHEN they 
want, they give up on prayer. 
 
That’s thin faith. This woman has fierce faith. She’s not going to stop, just because God is silent. 
She’s not going to stop, even when Jesus calls her an insulting name. When she is challenged,  
she discovers her own strength, her own intelligence, and her own courage. She discovers that 
she has a fierce faith. 
 
Every one of us – including the child being baptized at this Mass - will encounter moments in 
life when we need a fierce faith. And unless we start building that kind of faith NOW, we won’t 
have what we need when we need it.  
 
How do we build fierce faith? We build it by getting down on our knees, like the woman in the 
Gospel, and focusing on Jesus. Parents – get down on your knees at home, and pray for your 
children. Children - get down on your knees at home, and pray for your parents. Spouses – get 
down on your knees, and pray for each other. Friends and neighbors – get down on your knees, 
and pray for each other. Get down on your knees, and pray for our troubled world. 
 
If you prayer life is limited to Sunday Mass and a quick grace before meals, it is not going to be 
enough. Fierce faith requires more. If the last time you read the Bible was when Jimmy Carter 
was president, it’s not enough. Fierce faith requires more. If you haven’t attended an educational 
event at church since Johnny Mathis had a hit record, it’s not enough. Fierce faith requires more.  
 
Fierce faith requires love. Love for God, Love for your family, love for your neighbor, even love 
for the foreigner and stranger. And it requires a determination, not only to pray the right prayer, 
but to do the right thing. 
 
So, don’t wait until the challenge comes. Get serious about prayer. Resolutely stand before 
Christ. Get on your knees this week. And pray with all your might, “Lord, help us.” 
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