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It was a dark time for the Continental Army. As the summer of 1777 turned to Autumn, General 
Howe led his British army north from Maryland, defeating the Americans at Brandywine and 
Germantown. The British occupied Philadelphia. 
 
No one was sure how General Washington could keep his army together at Valley Forge that 
winter. 
 
But Presbyterian Minister Abraham Keteltas stood in his pulpit one Sunday morning. He assured 
his American congregation that God would act on behalf of his people. Reverend Keteltas 
proclaimed that God was fighting against Britain “the way that God fights against Hell.”  
 
In other words: God is on our side. 
 
His congregation loved it. But in Britain that same weekend, an Anglican clergyman assured his 
British congregation that God was the one who had given the Red Coats so many victories that 
year.  
 
Both nations thought that God was on their side. Who was right? 
 
In World War One, American troops were told that God was on their side as they sailed to 
Europe to fight in the ‘war to end all wars.’ But every soldier of the Prussian army wore a belt 
buckle which said “Gott mit uns.” God is with us. Who was right? 
 
And during the American Civil War, North and South both declared: God is on our side! 
 
A pious minister said to President Lincoln, “I trust that God is on our side.” To which Abraham 
Lincoln responded: “Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to 
be on God's side, for God is always right.” 
 
Throughout most of history, armies, leaders make their decisions about war, and then they 
announce that ‘god is on our side.’ 
 
And, sadly, individuals do the same. We make our decisions – based on lots of factors - and then 
we announce that ‘God is on my side’; or ‘God wants it this way.’ Often, we are just USING 
God as a cover for our self-centered living. 



 
Which is why Abraham Lincoln’s comment to the pious minister is so refreshingly honest. “Sir, 
I’m not concerned with the question of whether or not God is on our side. The greatest question 
is: am I on God’s side? Are we on God’s side? Are we doing what God wants? Because,” the 
president said, “God is always right. We are not. God always is.”  
 
I recently spoke to a friend of mine. He goes to Mass every week. A friend of his, who does not 
usually go to Mass, asked him – “why do you go to Mass each week? After all, sometimes the 
homily is boring. Sometimes the priest is in a bad mood. Sometimes the music is not good. Why 
do you go to Mass each week?” 
 
And he responded: “I go to Mass to receive communion. Because, every time I receive 
communion, I remember Who is in charge.” 
 
Every time I receive communion, I remember Who is in charge. 
 
We need to remember Who’s in charge. If I make self-centered decisions, and then declare that 
God is on my side, then life is really all about me 
 
Or, I could start each day asking, “What does God ask of me today? What does God want to do 
through me today?” If I do that, then my life has a different starting point. The starting point is 
God. And the most important question becomes: “Am I on God’s side today, doing what God 
wants me to do today, standing for what is right, as God defines what’s right?” 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus announces that he has been sent from heaven to reveal God’s wisdom to 
those who are willing to learn it. He is the Word made flesh. He shows us who God is, and how 
God loves, and what God wants. 
 
And then Jesus says, “Come to me. Come to me, and I will give you what you need. Come to 
me, and will find your heart’s desire. Come to me.”  
 
How can we be sure that we are on God’s side? If we remember the words of Jesus: “Come to 
me.”  
How can we learn what God wants us to do in each situation? Remember the words of Jesus: 
“Come to me.” 
How can we find the strength and courage and peace we so desperately seek? Remember the 
words of Jesus: “Come to me.” 
 
How much would your life change, how much would our nation’s life change, how much would 
our world’s life change, if all of God’s children would heed the words of Jesus whenever we 



have to make any decision: “Come to me.” 
 
If we start with those words, then we are starting with our focus on the Lord, not on ourselves. If 
we start with our focus on those words, then we are announcing our desire to be on God’s side. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me.” Don’t shout at one another, proclaiming that God is on your side. You 
can’t hear the gentle voice of the shepherd when you’re shouting. 
 
We spend so much time telling people which side they should be on. But it’s never enough to 
say, “I’m on mom’s side; I’m on dad’s side; I’m on the conservative side; I’m on the liberal side; 
I’m on the immigrants’ side; I’m on the law & order side.” 
 
So many of our day to day decisions are based on our routines, our habits, our fears, our 
neediness, But you only become more Christian if, with each decision, you strive to be on God’s 
side. Begin by remembering the words of Jesus: “Come to me.” 
 
Right now, down at the border, liberals and conservatives are yelling at each other about the 
immigration dilemma. Both sides are convinced that God is on their side. Perhaps both sides 
should listen more closely to Jesus, who says, “Come to me.” That’s where we will find wisdom. 
 
Right now, in the Holy Land, Jewish and Palestinian teenagers are dead, thanks to ancient 
hatreds. Both sides are shouting, “God is on our side.” No. God is crying out, “Come to me.” 
 
Right now, families struggle due to unemployment and economic hardship. Marriages fracture 
due to pain and human weakness. Children receive less meaningful attention from parents, 
parents who use technology to replace actual parenting. 
 
We are the richest nation the world has ever seen, yet we need more anti-depressants than ever. 
We are losing the ability to make and keep human commitments. We need more and more 
entertainment to distract us from the void left by the absence of authentic friendships and 
commitment to community. And we lie to ourselves, telling ourselves that God doesn’t mind the 
mediocre and meaningless lives we are creating. 
 
Meanwhile, Jesus calls out to us: Come to me. 
 
Human hearts break. Tragedy happens and leaves us breathless. The daily grind grinds us down.  
 
While Jesus persistently reminds us that we must start with him. Turn to him. Come to him.  
 
In just a few moments, it will be time to receive holy communion. In this sacrament, Jesus 



repeats the invitation: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” Come to him, in this sacrament, and you will find peace. 
 
But have you noticed: in order to receive him in this sacrament, you have to get up from where 
you are, and go to where he is. You can’t stay still where you are.  
 
He wants you by his side. He wants you to come to him. He says come. He’s in charge. What a 
great way to go through life: close to him, side by side. 
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