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Let’s take a trip around the world. 
 
In Iraq, a relatively small group of brutal terrorists, intent on creating an Islamic state with Sharia 
law, are quickly advancing on Baghdad. Tens of thousands of Iraqi soldiers, trained and armed 
by the United States, seem to just disappear before the threat. I watch a nation collapse into 
anarchy while world leaders ponder or play golf, and I think “What foolishness.” 
 
In Brazil, police have to use tear gas to disperse thousands of protestors. The government there 
spent 11 billion dollars to host a soccer tournament. Some of the stadiums will be used four times 
– no one knows if they will ever be used again. Meanwhile, the poor and sick in Brazil go 
without food or care. And I think to myself, “What foolishness.” 
 
The other night, I was at a nice restaurant. Next to me was a family of 5 – mom and dad, two 
teenagers, and grandmom, who was celebrating he 90th birthday. Throughout the meal, both 
teens had they faces glued to their cell phones. At one point I looked at the table: mom, dad, and 
both kids were texting - while grandmom sat there, desperately hoping for actual human 
interaction. I wanted to do my best Dr. Phil impersonation at that moment and yell, “What are 
you thinking?” 
 
On our border, thousands of children are smuggled into Texas, creating a humanitarian chaos. 
Politicians in Washington cannot make up their minds – “do we secure the boarder, do we pass 
immigration reform? I know! Let’s not do anything, and we’ll see what happens!” And I scream 
at the TV, “This is foolishness!” 
 
I watch the evening news, or watch the next table at the restaurant, shaking my head at other 
people’s foolishness, about other people’s ability to do really dumb things. I marvel at the 
foolishness of people in other nations, or cities, or Congress. 
 
And then I read today’s Gospel …which creates more problems for me than I really want to deal 
with on Father’s Day. Because the Gospel says that God loves the world. Note – it does not say 
that God loves that part of the world located in western Henrico County: Ah yes, Gayton Road,  
“where all the priests are charming, and all the musicians sing on key,  and some parishioners 
even know how to wear seersucker in the summer.” 
 
No. The Gospel says that God so loved the world. Not my world. Not our polite middle class 
world. God so loved the whole world, that he sent his only son…not to condemn the world…but 



that the whole world  could be saved through him.  
 
Which means, unfortunately, that God loves those people sitting next to me at the restaurant that 
I called fools. And God loves all of those people in Brazil that I called fools. And God loves the 
Muslims in Iraq. And God loves every politician. 
 
God has the disconcerting habit of loving every one I’ve ever called a fool. God has the audacity 
to send his Son to save every person who I thought was beyond saving. God has the challenging 
ability to offer forgiveness, hope and healing to every person I had dismissed, or judged. 
 
If we really listen to the Gospel each week, it will draw us into closer contact with a God who 
wants to upend every one of our preconceptions – preconceptions about ourselves, our 
relationships, and our world. The Gospel is not simply a comforting self-help manual, designed 
to provide resolution to our occasional problems. 
 
The Gospel is the life-changing Word of God, designed to create problems for us – problems we 
need to face – problems we didn’t even know we should have. 
 
On Trinity Sunday, our church celebrates the reality of the God we worship. Based on scriptural 
revelation and faith-filled experience, we know that we have one God. But we also know that 
within that one God there are three persons…persons in relationship with each other, and with 
us…persons we call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Within God’s inner self, there is dynamic love, 
overflowing in relationships. 
 
In other words, there is a community of love within the heart of God. God’s love is not static – it 
flows out, to the whole world. God, who is a community of love, invites every human being into 
a community of love –with God, and with each other. 
 
And that’s where our problems arise, if we are listening. For instance, many of us come to 
church, telling ourselves that we did “pretty well” as Christians in the past 7 days. We didn’t 
commit any violent acts. We didn’t participate in a riot. Most of us did not have an adulterous 
affair this week. We did not steal. In other words, we tell ourselves, “we’re pretty good.” 
 
At least, that’s what I tell myself. But then along comes our God, this Holy Trinity of loving 
relationships, this God who so loves the WHOLE world that he sent his son to love the whole 
world…and then I begin to see…I’ve got a long way to go. 
 
I don’t love the whole world! I love those parts of the world that run the way I think they should 
run, or act the way I want them to act. People who do foolish things on TV, or run through 
streets around soccer stadiums, or the ones who cheat on their spouses, or abuse kids, or fail to 



live up to my standards. Those folks…I’m not sure I really love them. I KNOW I don’t love them 
the way God does. 
 
The Gospel says that if we believe in the Son of God, we will be saved. In the end, I need Jesus 
to save me - from myself…save me from my selfishness…save me from my self-centeredness. 
Save me from the judgments I pass… save me from my unwillingness to pay attention… 
 
I need to Jesus to save me from my lack of real compassion for the poor, or the powerless. I need 
Jesus to save me from my lack of patience with the folks who are closest to me.  
 
We need Jesus to save us from the lies that we tell ourselves – lies like, “my loved ones are not 
affected by my drinking,” or, “it doesn’t matter what I look at on the internet,” or, “God doesn’t 
care if I sleep around,” or “The poor got themselves into this mess, so they should work harder to 
get out of it.” 
 
Our God is a God of relationships. He loves the whole world, and each person in that world. And 
if I am not striving to love each person in the world that same way, then I am not allowing the 
Gospel to shake me up the way it should. 
 
Listen to what St. Paul said to the Corinthians: “Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace with each other.” 
 
So, this coming week, as I watch the news, or bump into a prickly person, or get a call from that 
person who is getting on my last nerve, I am going to let Jesus create a problem for me. I’m 
going to look at that person, and instead of saying, “What foolishness,” I’m going to remember 
that Jesus died for them… because he loves them…and wants me to love them too. 
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