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This beautiful bag, was sitting outside my door the other day. There was no card  – so I 
don’t know who gave this to me. But they obviously know me very well, because inside 
this gift bag I found …. Oreo cookies! 
 
Whenever I see a package of Oreos, I remember my days growing up on our family farm 
in Pennsylvania. We did not buy a lot of cookies from the store, but every once in a 
while, mom and dad would splurge, and buy us some Oreos. We’d sit at the table, with a 
big glass of milk, and dunk the Oreos in one by one.  
 
(There is a science to dunking Oreos. You want to hold them in the milk just long enough 
for them to get soft, but not too long, or they break off and fall to the bottom of the glass.) 
 
Mom and dad had a simple rule – ‘if you’re going to eat, you eat at the kitchen table.’ 
One Saturday morning, my brother and I decided to break that rule. We decided to eat our 
Oreos in the living room while we watched Bugs Bunny. 
 
We were having a great time, until dad came in and found us. He told us to take the 
cookies and milk into the kitchen. Dad said, “you know the rules.” 
 
And I said, “But that’s a stupid rule!” 
 
And dad said, “Well, when you have your own home, you can make your own rules.” 
Then Dad said, “But while you’re in my house, you will do thing my way, and follow my 
rules.” 
 
Parents have you ever used that line - “While you’re in my house, you’ll follow my rules 
and do things my way?”  I think it’s a pretty good policy! After all, moms and dads work 
hard to create a home for their children. They love their children. They feed their 
children, teach their children, take care of them. They want their children to learn what’s 
right and wrong.  
 
Parents actually do know some things that their children don’t quite yet understand. So 
occasionally parents have to say, “while you’re in my house, you will do things my way.” 
Not to be mean – but because they love their children and want them to do well. 
 
Did you notice what Jesus said in today’s Gospel reading? He said, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Have faith in God, and faith in me. In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places.” 
 
“In my Father’s house…” 
 



Does God have a house, made out of bricks and wood? Well, on one hand, yes – this 
church, every church, is a ‘house of God,’ a place set aside for us to pray and listen and 
worship God. 
 
But I don’t think that Jesus is just talking about church buildings today. When he talks 
about his ‘Father’s house,’ I think Jesus is reminding us that the entire universe belongs 
to God! God created everything – the sky, the sea, the stars, even the Oreo cookies. God 
created everything! So the entire world is ‘God’s house.’ 
 
Which means that wherever we go, whatever we are doing – we are already in God’s 
house. God is there, watching over us. Like a good parent, God loves us, because we are 
his children. God feeds us, God takes care of us. God wants to teach us what is right, and 
what is wrong. 
 
And, like a good parent, God sets some rules for us – to help us do what’s right, and 
avoid what’s wrong. 
 
Did you notice what else Jesus said in today’s Gospel? He said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life.” 
 
“I am the way…” 
 
My dad once said to me, “As long as you live in my house, you will do things my way…” 
Well, Jesus is telling us that we are always in ‘God’s house.’ And we are called to do 
things God’s way. That is one of the reasons that God sent Jesus to be with us. Jesus is 
the way. Jesus can show us God’s way. Jesus can help us do things God’s way, while we 
live in the beautiful house of God’s universe. 
 
Jesus is the way. Which means that, no matter what happens each day, I should be asking 
myself, “How would Jesus respond? What would Jesus do? What is Jesus’ way of 
handling this?” Jesus’ way – not someone else’s way. 
 
When you are facing a tough problem, you may be tempted to respond the angry way,  
the frustrated way, the impatient way. But we live in God’s house, so we should strive to 
do things Jesus’ way. He is the way. 
 
He is the truth. Some people tell us lies. Some things we hear are not true. Sometimes we 
don’t tell the truth. But in the household of God, we Christians are called to learn the 
truth from Jesus, and tell the truth to each other. Jesus is the truth. 
 
And He is the life. JESUS is your life. Your possessions are not your life. Your money is 
not your life. Your cell phone and computer are not your life. Jesus is your life. Which 
means that your life should look more and more like Jesus – a life of generosity, of 
service, of forgiving, of loving, and praying for those you don’t love as you should.  
 
Some of this is not easy. Sometimes it’s hard for us to follow Jesus’ way, to do things his 



way. That is why we always need to keep coming back here, to the church, to this 
household of God. 
 
Because here, around this table, Jesus sits down with us and he reminds us how much he 
loves us. Here, in the Eucharist, in Holy Communion, Jesus reminds us that God is 
always with us, that everything can be forgiven, and that Jesus will give us strength to do 
whatever God asks. 
 
The children of our community receive their first holy communion today. But, children, I 
want you to look around. Do you see all these people? They had their first communions a 
long time ago. But they keep coming back. They keep coming back because they have 
learned that they really need Jesus in their lives. They need Jesus’ love, and his help, and 
his strength. And they find all of that, they find Jesus, right here, in the bread and wine 
we place on this altar. 
 
The other day, I received of gift – cookies and more cookies! 
 
Today, you receive a gift – bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ. The sacrament 
of Jesus. 
 
What a wonderful gift…the gift of Jesus - who is the way, the truth, the life.  
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