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So I said to her, “is this iced tea fresh brewed?” And she said, “yes, it is.” 
 
I was on a long, hot drive from Newport News to Blacksburg, and by the time I got to 
Charlottesville, I was thirsty. 
 
So I stopped at a convenience store, and noticed that it had an iced tea dispenser.  I LOVE fresh 
brewed iced tea –  unsweet, with  lemon (a little fresh mint is nice too!). 
 
I asked the lady behind the counter, “Is this iced tea fresh brewed,” and she said “yes.” So I 
bought the 84 ounce ‘bladder-buster’ sized jug o’ tea, paid the nice lady, and got back on the 
road. As I put the straw in the cup, I said to myself, “Finally, this is just what I wanted. “ 
 
But after one sip, I realized that the nice lady in Charlottesville was not nice. She was spouting 
the lies of The Devil! This was not fresh brewed tea! This was some pre-packaged glop that 
tasted like a combination of flat club soda and motor oil. It had the feint flavor of aluminum. I 
said some words I later had to confess, and drove west, still thirsty…. 
 

Sometimes, only the REAL THING will do – and nothing else will satisfy us. Sometimes, we 
have a hankering for something, and we have to have it. Sometimes, when we are thirsty, we get 
it into our minds that only one thing will quench our thirst.  
 
The woman in today’s Gospel goes to the well, because she is thirsty. But as we read the whole 
story, we discover something that she herself doesn’t even know as she heads to the well with 
her bucket. We discover, along with this woman, that she is thirsting for something much more 
than water. She is thirsting for something deeply authentic. And she has learned what happens 
when we try to satisfy our real thirsts with something inauthentic.  
 
This woman is a Samaritan, which means that she lives in tension with her Jewish neighbors. She 
is a woman, living in a patriarchal world. She seems to be an outcast even in her own 
community. Usually, the local women of the village went to the well together – but this woman 
goes alone, at high noon. 
 
 Why is she an outcast? Well, later in the reading we find out that she has been married five 
times, and she is living with a sixth man who is not her husband.  
 
We don’t know all of the circumstances of all of those marriages. But, it appears that she is 



searching for something. She is seeking. She is thirsting. Thirsting for love, inclusion, 
satisfaction. She had 5 marriages. Has she found what she is looking for? Apparently, she has 
tried, in so many ways, to satisfy her deepest thirst with inauthentic stuff. 
 
All of that changes when Jesus breaks down social barriers, and engages this woman in honest 
conversation. Slowly, this woman comes to understand that JESUS is what she has been thirsting 
for. Jesus has what she’s been praying for.  Jesus’ vision of God’s love for all people awakens in 
her an important recognition: THIS IS WHAT  I’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR ALL ALONG!  
 
Jesus’ message is the ‘real deal.’ Because Jesus is the only one who can satisfy her thirsts – and 
ours. She slowly realizes that her deepest desire is for communion with God. And if she does not 
have that, she will be trapped in an endless cycle of trying to fill that place with things that won’t 
satisfy. Jesus says to her, “you can keep doing what you’re doing, but you’ll still be thirsty!” 
 
It’s not just a thirsty woman at the well who needs to learn this Lenten lesson. It’s not just a 
thirsty priest on the interstate who needs this truth, either. 
 
We all fall into a sinful trap at times – and Lent is a time when God’s grace can free of this trap.  
 
We all, in one way or another, ignore the fact that we have a deep seated need for a real 
communion with Christ. Only an authentic and active life of prayer and service can satisfy that 
desire. As one priest once said, “We all have a God-sized hole in us…so only God can fill it.” 
 
Sin happens when we try to fill that part of us that belongs to God with things that are definitely 
NOT God. We get caught in cycles, going from one bad relationship to the next, thinking that my 
loneliness will finally get healed by the next relationship. But it’s only our relationship with 
GOD that can REALLY fulfill us. He is authentic. 
 
When some of us experience the thirst in our souls, we believe that if we just drink enough 
alcohol, or eat enough fat, or spend enough money, THEN we will feel satisfied. But your soul is 
not thirsting for Jack Daniels. Your soul is thirsting for Jesus Christ. He is authentic . 
 
Some of us wrestle with the desire in our souls. We mistakenly conclude that if we climb the 
corporate ladder, drive the right car, achieve the right status, then we’ll feel peace. But if we do 
not attend to our spiritual progress, none of that other stuff will matter. Jesus is authentic.  
 
All of us wrestle with life’s hardest questions. Why am I here? How can I make the world more 
sane, more just? Why do bad things happen to good people? Why does a teenager die at the end 
of a race, or an airplane disappear from radar, or a loved one get a cancer diagnosis? 
 



These are eternal questions. We either turn to the Lord in our moments of confusion, or we end 
up desperately trying to distract ourselves with the latest technology, or palliate the pain with our 
latest purchase, or become filled with anger over questions we cannot answer or problems we 
cannot fix. But none of that satisfies. Only Christ can hold us in those moments, help us carry 
our crosses, lead with his life-affirming Spirit. 
 
The woman at the well dropped her bucket and walked back to her village, thrilled that she had 
finally found what she was looking for. She also knew that she needed to change her behavior. 
And she shared that good news with her neighbors. In that way, she became a messenger, an 
evangelizer, a preacher of the good news.  
 
If she were preaching today, I think she would say: “Don’t forget: at your deepest core, you 
crave a living relationship with Christ. That’s how you are made. If you pray, if you worship, if 
you serve in the community of the church, you will find the authentic love your heart desires. If 
not, you will keep trying to fill your soul with things that can’t do the job. Don’t be afraid to 
change your life. Jesus is worth it. Jesus is real. Jesus can fill you. Don’t settle for less.” 
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