
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 23, 2014 
St. Mary Catholic Church, Richmond, VA 
Fr. Michael A. Renninger 
 
 
Baseball was never my best game. Each spring, as our little league team started practice, one of 
our coaches stood on first base. We all lined up at third base. Our only task was to throw the ball 
from third to first.  
 
So, I threw with all my might, and the ball ended up hitting another coach on the shoulder – he 
was standing behind home plate! That’s how bad I was. 
 
Now, most of us knew that we were playing for fun. Most parents understood that baseball was 
not our career. But one fellow on my team had a dad who had a different attitude. 
 
This dad had played college baseball. An injury kept him from the Big Leagues. This dad was at 
every game. He always pulled up in a shiny sports car. And he never had anything good to say to 
his son. 
 
If the son hit a double, dad would shout, “You could have stretched it into a triple!” If the son 
struck out, dad would yell, “You’re not getting to the big leagues with that kind of failure.” 
 
The boy’s cheeks turned red every time dad yelled. Some days, he fought back tears. 
 
One afternoon, the boy hit a ball toward short stop. But he was thrown out at first base. His dad 
went wild, yelling, “You’re a lazy loser. When I was in college, I always ran my fastest. When I 
was on my way to the big leagues, I never slowed down.” 
 
The boy just turned to his dad in absolute frustration and said, “Well, I guess I’ll never be as 
perfect as you.” 
 
And that was the last time he ever played baseball. 
 
His dad was holding him to an impossible standard. His father was asking him to be something 
he couldn’t be. His father was setting up his son for frustration and failure.  
 
“I’ll never be as perfect as you…” 
 
And then, at the end of tonight’s Gospel, I hear Jesus say: “you must be perfect, just as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” To which I say, “Are you kidding me?”  



 
How can I be as perfect at God? God is divine – I’m a messy human being. God sees everything 
from eternity, I’m stuck in Short Pump. God loves in a way that I can never love. 
 
So how can Jesus say “be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect?” Isn’t he setting us up for 
failure and frustration, like a little boy on the baseball diamond? 
 
Well, yes – if we think of ‘perfection’ in the usual sense of that word. If ‘perfection’ means that I 
never make a mistake, never think or say the wrong thing, never sin – then I will never be as 
perfect as my heavenly Father. 
 
But it helps if we look at the original Greek of this verse. Because in Greek, the word is ‘telios.’ 
Jesus says that we must be ‘telios,’ just our Father is ‘telios.’ 

 
And ‘telios’ does not mean ‘perfect’ in the usual sense. ‘Telios’ means that you are doing what 
you were born to do. That you are doing exactly what you were made to do. And when you are 
doing exactly what God created you to do, you are being ‘telios,’ perfect, fulfilling God’s plan 
for you. 
 
Think of it this way. Let’s say you are putting something together at home, and there is a screw 
that needs to be tightened. You grab a screw driver, then you realize that you have a flat head 
screw driver, but the screw is a Philips head screw. 
 
You try, nonetheless, to use the wrong screwdriver to tighten the screw. But it doesn’t work. 
 
So you go get a Philips head screwdriver. And you put it into the screw and you begin to turn, 
and it is… perfect. The screwdriver and the screw are doing exactly what they were made to do. 
They are working… perfectly. 
 
So Jesus says: you must be perfect in that way. You must be telios. In other words, do what God 
made you to do. Live as God made you live, and it will fit your perfectly. 
 
I’ll bet you’ve purchased a piece of clothing at some point. You tried it on, and it didn’t quite 
feel right, but you told yourself you’d MAKE it fit! 
 
Later you wear it to work or school, and by lunch you’re saying, “this doesn’t fit!” It’s not 
perfect. I am so uncomfortable. 
 
You see my friends, God made you for a reason. He has a purpose and plan for your life. And 
when we live as God intends, it fits us perfectly. We experience joy, and freedom, and peace.  



 
And we all know that when we’re not living as God intends, it’s like wearing clothes that don’t 
fit –we’re wearing a life that doesn’t fit! We’re just not at peace. 
 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “Turn the other cheek.” Is it hard to forgive? Yes it is! But have 
you ever noticed how much energy it takes to stay angry? How upset we are when we hold 
grudges? And have you noticed how freeing it feels when we finally forgive? 
 
That’s because God made us to forgive. When we forgive, we are doing what we were made to 
do. We’re being telios. And it is perfect! 
 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “Give to the one who asks. Give more than they ask for.” Is it hard 
to be generous? Yes it is! But have you noticed how people can be very rich, and very unhappy 
at the same time? Have you ever known a truly selfish person who is truly happy? That’s 
because God made us to be generous. When we give, we are doing what we were made to do. 
We’re being telios. And it is perfect! 
 
Jesus says, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.” It is hard love that way? 
Yes it is! But have you ever noticed how much effort it takes to hate? How hate consumes and 
destroys us? That’s because God made us to love. When we love, we’re doing what we’re made 
to do. We’re being telios. And it is perfect! 
 
What a wonderful message for us this weekend, as we celebrate the baptism of children! What 
Good News we can share with them every day of their lives!   
 
God loves us! Jesus died to save us! And God has made each of us for a reason. God created us 
in his image. And when we strive to live in the way that he intends, we find joy, and hope, and 
freedom, and healing, and life.  
 
Jesus isn’t setting us up for failure and frustration! He’s offering us life in all its abundance! Be 
the person God made you to be! Forgive the way that God made you to forgive! Be generous in 
the way that God made you to be generous! Love the way God made you to love.  
 
If you strive to do this, you will be telios, perfect, even if you throw the ball behind home plate, 
and hit the coach on his shoulder. 
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