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It’s been quite a week, hasn’t it?  More snow! Most children have been out of school since 
Thanksgiving (or so it seems)! Valentine flowers couldn’t be delivered. I heard that the Ukrop’s 
reopened a store just to sell bread and milk. What a crazy week! 
 
And maybe the crazy weather caused you to miss news reports about the real craziness going on 
in our world. 
 
Like the story about a Pennsylvania man who threatened a snow plow operator, because the plow 
pushed snow across his driveway. So he pulled out his gun and pointed the gun at the snow plow 
driver. Craziness about anger. 
 
Or, the story about the federal judge who decided that neither the people nor the legislature of 
Virginia know what marriage is. So the judge decided to redefine it for us. Craziness about 
marriage. 
 
Or, there was the story out of Belgium, a predominantly “Catholic” country. They’ve just passed 
a law which allows the killing of children at any age. In polite company we call it euthanasia. So 
now, a 12 year old in Belgium can request to be killed by her doctor. 
 
I would say that’s crazy, but once you accept the premise that we have the legal right to kill 
children in the womb, then of course it ‘makes sense’ that we have the right to kill children 
outside the womb. Why does location matter? 
 
Craziness about Anger, Marriage, Murder.  
 
Then I read today’s Gospel, in which Jesus speaks about… Anger, Marriage, and Murder. And I 
must confess: I was tempted to sit down a write a ‘fire and brimstone’ sermon about the insanity 
of our world. I was getting ready to preach about what happens to any culture which loses its 
moral bearings, or ignores the Will of God.  
 
I planned to ask a series of questions. Questions like: 
 
+ Why don’t people listen to Jesus when he says, “whoever is angry with his brother will be 
liable to judgment.” 
 



+Why don’t they listen to Jesus when he preaches about marriage and says, ‘if you look with lust 
at another, you’re already committing adultery?’ 
+ Why don’t they listen to Jesus when he says, ‘whoever kills will be liable to judgment?’ 
 
Why don’t they listen to Jesus? The Church has been consistent in preaching his Gospel. Why 
don’t they listen to us? 
 
Then the Holy Spirit suggested another question. Not, “Why don’t they listen to us,” but rather, 
“Why SHOULD they listen to us?” 
 
Why should the world listen to Catholics when we preach against anger? After all, Catholics 
swear at the TV, and curse on the highway, just like our neighbors. 
 
Why should the world listen to Catholics when we preach against anger? They hear Catholic 
parents yelling at their children – just like non-Catholic parents. They hear Catholic adults being 
unkind each other. They hear Catholic politicians yelling at each other. By every measure, 
Catholics are as angry as everybody else. So why should anyone listen to us when we preach 
against anger?  
 
Why should they listen to Catholics when we preach about marriage? After all, the divorce rate 
for Catholics is basically the same as our non-Catholic neighbors. We say that God has given us 
insight about what marriage is and how it is to be lived. But why should they listen if our 
marriages and families look like everyone else’s? 
 
Why should they listen to Catholics when we preach about the murder of children? Catholics get 
abortions at about the same rate as our non- Catholic neighbors. And the clergy who preach 
about protecting children in the womb did a terrible job protecting children outside the womb 
when it came to the abuse scandal. Why should anyone listen? 
 
You see, it would be easy for me to preach a fiery sermon about ‘them’ … the ‘crazy’ people out 
there who are not listening to Jesus. But then I realized: maybe the problem is us… maybe the 
problem is me. Maybe the world has stopped listening to the Christian Gospel because Christians 
have been doing a terrible job LIVING that Gospel!  
 
History shows us that people WILL listen to the words of Jesus, if they encounter Christians who 
are actually living those words.  Pope Paul VI said that the world needs more witnesses. That is, 
people who put the Gospel of Jesus into practice every day.  
 
If you live the Words of Jesus, your life will be different. The vibrancy of the Holy Spirit will 
shine through you, and people will be attracted to the authenticity of your life. And they will ask 



themselves – “what does she know that I don’t know? What’s he got that I ain’t got?” 
 
Then we can answer – “what we know is Jesus, and what we’ve got is his Gospel. And that 
makes all the difference!” 
 
Think of the witnesses our church has known in recent years. Mother Teresa. Even non-
Christians knew that Mother Teresa was feeding the hungry, holding sick children, comforting 
the dying. She was witnessing to the value of every human life.  
 
So when she spoke powerfully against abortion and euthanasia, people had to listen… because 
her whole life was alive with the Gospel. 
 
Dorothy Day. She spent her life caring for the poor and the homeless. So when she spoke about 
justice, people had to listen, because her whole life was alive with the Gospel. 
 
Pope John Paul II. He went to a prison, and there he forgave the man who had shot him. So  
when John Paul preached against anger people had to listen. His whole life was alive with the 
Gospel. 
 
There is craziness going on in the world. People and governments are making terrible choices. 
That’s true. 
 
But it’s also true that people will turn away from the world’s craziness, if we become fully alive 
with Christ’s Gospel.  
 
If people see Catholics practicing mercy in the way that we treat one another… then others will 
ask, “teach us what you know. Teach us what Jesus said.” 
 
If our marriages radiate faithfulness; if people see that Catholic families are places of respect, 
and discipline, and forgiving love for one another… then others will ask, “teach us what you 
know. Teach us what Jesus said.” 
 
If people see us educating the young, treasuring the elderly, feeding the hungry, embracing the 
stranger, working for justice… then others will ask, “teach us what you know about life, and 
abortion, and euthanasia, and the death penalty. Teach us what Jesus said.” 
 
If my life radiates integrity, joy, meaning, hope, then others who are weary of the modern 
world’s senselessness will see something in me, and in you. They will be drawn to it. They will 
want to listen to the Good News of Jesus. 
 



Do you want to ‘fix’ the ‘anger problem’ in our culture? It starts by you living with patience and 
forgiveness each day. 
Do you want to fix the ‘marriage problem’ in our culture? Its starts by you living your family life 
with renewed faith, and hope and charity. 
Do you want to fix the ‘murder problem’ in our culture? It starts by you honoring every person 
you meet, serving where service in needed. 
 
Jesus never asks us to do these difficult things alone. If we stay focused on him, he will give us 
the strength to live his truth. 
 
And he calls us to do all of this together. For here, in the Church, we rub elbows with other 
people who want to make a difference in the world. Here, in the church, we can encourage each 
other and teach each other and remind each other that the hard work we are doing is Christ’s 
work! 
 
So, on the next snow day, don’t sit in front of your TV getting angrier about the world’s 
craziness. Instead, pray. And ask the Lord to transform your life, so that you can become what 
the world needs most – a witness who shows that Christ is alive, a Lover of the Lord who makes 
a difference. 
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