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It’s been quite a week, hasn’t it? 
 
Half an inch of snow fell in Gum Springs, so all of Virginia is closed until Memorial 
Day. Governor McDonnell was indicted. Hillary Clinton had to deal with new revelations 
about Ben Ghazi. And that great icon of North American Culture – Justin Bieber – was 
arrested in Florida.  
 
In the midst of all the news, you may have missed a story that slipped across the wires 
yesterday. Vatican sources announced that Pope Francis may come to the United States in  
2015.  
 
Not that long ago, I was telling someone how much I admire Pope Francis. I admire his 
style, his focus on people, his dedication to those who are vulnerable. I admire his 
passion for the poor, his boldness in preaching justice, his willingness to challenge 
church leaders to do things differently. 
 
And then, the person with whom I was speaking said:  “So, do you just admire the Pope? 
Or are you actually trying to follow his example?” 
 
And for the first time in a long time I was speechless. Because I knew that this question 
was an excellent one. It’s one thing to admire what the Pope says and what he does. You 
can admire him from afar, and never let his example change your life. But what would 
happen, how would my life change, if I actually tried to LIVE what the Pope is 
preaching? And am I ready for that much change?  
 
In today’s Gospel passage, Matthew begins to teach a fundamental truth, which we will 
see played out again and again as he proclaims the Good News of Jesus. The truth is this 
– there is a difference between being an admirer of Jesus, and a disciple of Jesus. 
 
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon Peter and Andrew, who were 
working hard. Jesus called out, “Come after me.” They immediately left their nets and 
followed Jesus. A little while later Jesus called out to James and John, “follow me,” and 
they immediately left their boat, and their dad, and followed Jesus. 
 
Peter, Andrew, James and John were disciples of Jesus.  Mary, his mother, and Mary of 
Magdala, they were disciples of Jesus too. How do I know that? Because, once they 
started following Jesus, they followed him everywhere. They stayed with him. They were 
willing to let go of what was familiar, in order to follow him. That’s what disciples do. 
 
On the other hand, Matthew will introduce another group of people to us. He calls them 
“the crowd.” The crowd is full of people who admire Jesus. They are thrilled by his 
preaching. They are awestruck by his miracles. But, when the going gets tough….they 



either abandon Jesus. A “crowd” of admirers shouted “Hosanna” to Jesus on Palm 
Sunday – but on Good Friday the “crowd” shouted “Crucify him.”  His admirers 
followed him, up to a point.  
 
So, Saint Mary’s, what are WE going to be in 2014? Are we going to be admirers of 
Jesus, or disciples?  
 
Admirers of Jesus come to church once a week, hear an entertaining homily from the 
pastor, and then go home and live as if the Gospel has no real connection to daily life. 
Disciples of Jesus are convinced that the Gospel is the only way of life which makes 
sense. So disciples immerse themselves in the scriptures,  and strive to live Gospel 
wisdom every day. 
 
Admirers of Jesus like to think about Christ on occasion,  and say a little prayer like their 
moms taught them, because it makes them feel good. Disciples of Jesus carve out time 
every day, and pray as if everything depended on prayer…because it does. And disciples 
of Jesus know that real prayer usually doesn’t always make you feel good…it shakes you 
up and challenges you to the core. 
 
Admirers of Jesus tell themselves that they are ‘really good people’ since they ‘have not 
killed anyone recently,’ and they ‘only cheat a little’ on their taxes. Disciples of Jesus 
know that holiness is never easy, and that it requires daily, brutal honesty. 
 
Admirers of Jesus love those TV preachers, who tell them that if they just follow the 
preacher’s version of the Gospel, they will always feel good, look good, and have a good 
credit score. Disciples find out that following Jesus may leave you exhausted, sweaty, 
confused, alone. Disciples confront the fact that Jesus may ask you to give everything 
away in order to follow him. 
 
Admirers of Jesus often rationalize decisions that they made without a single moment of 
prayer. Disciples of Jesus understand that God really meant it when he called us to tell 
the truth, and be faithful to our promises, and to be faithful to our spouses, and to be 
faithful to our children, and faithful to our church. 
 
Admirers of Jesus enjoy the warm glow of a nice liturgy. Disciples of Jesus understand 
that life is not just about the warm glow – it is about serving Christ and his people. And 
disciples understand that Jesus really meant it when he said, “If you did not feed the 
hungry, or visit the imprisoned, or clothe the naked, or welcome the stranger, or forgive 
your enemy, then you will not enter the kingdom of heaven!” He really meant it! Even if 
you went to Mass every day of your life, ‘you will not enter the kingdom of heaven’ if 
you fail to do what Jesus preached.  
 
Admirers of Jesus ‘like to be Catholic,’ because it ‘teaches kids some values.” Disciples 
of Jesus understand that being Catholic should transform every decision you make, even 
when that decision means that you may lose your job, or stir up a friendly neighborhood 
dinner party, or challenge an immoral practice at home or at work. 



 
Robert Casey, the former Democratic Governor of Pennsylvania, was told by his party 
that he would not be allowed to speak at the 1992 convention, because he took a stand 
against abortion. He was more than an admirer…. 
 
Mother Theresa regularly called on American governors to commute death sentences into 
a sentence of life in prison, because she stood with the Popes against the death penalty. 
And for that, she was criticized, even by many Catholics. She was more than an 
admirer…. 
 
Pope John Paul II, whose pro-life preaching made him popular even among evangelical 
Christians, received thousands of letters of complaint when he called for peace prior to 
the Gulf War. He was more than an admirer… 
 
Archbishop Romero in El Salvador refused to stop asking questions about why the poor 
in his country were not being cared for, and why the rich seemed to keep getting richer. 
He was shot to death, while celebrating the Eucharist, because he was more than an 
admirer… 
 
So, what’s it going to be, Saint Mary’s? Should we just admirer Jesus from afar, and treat 
him like a beautiful Christmas ornament that we take out its box and enjoy for a season? 
Or, should we strive in 2014 to fully become his disciples, willing to follow him 
anywhere, willing to do anything? He is calling, “Come follow me.” And he will soon be 
on this altar, waiting to hear your answer. 
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